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CHESS CLUB 


The Value of Societies 


In acommunity the size of Falcon, fifty kilometres away from the 
city, people with an interest in common invariably come together to 
enjoy a particular activity. Elsewhere in this issue, as usual, the 
reports of clubs and societies appear. The variety of these enthu- 
siasms is remarkable. Some grow from seeds sown by members of 
staff and sometimes still flourish long after their progenitors have 
moved on. Others thrive briefly and fade away when their devotees 
disperse. Whether they are of the hardy annual or perennial variety 
they depend upon the contagious enthusiasm originally generated 
by their founders. The benefits to members are inestimable but as 
with sports participation the rewards depend very much on the 
input and, outside the confines of classroom formality, facts and 
skills are assimilated painlessly and stored unconsciously for future 
reference and use. There is a great difference between acquiring 
knowledge from something you enjoy and learning facts simply 
because you have to for necessary academic success. The dictionary 
defines a hobby as “‘a favourite occupation that is not one’s main 
business,” but who is to say what that business is? Happy is the man 
who rides his hobby-horse, feeding and grooming it throughout his 
life. Sadly, millions today do not particularly enjoy their bread and 
butter work and sadder still, many have little opportunity to escape 
along avenues of fulfilment in another direction. Falcon offers many 
roads for young men to seek activities which could bring them 
lasting satisfaction. 


Board of Governors 1990 


Chairman: M.J.L. DAVIS, Esq. 
Members: D.M. CAMPBELL, Esq., 
A.F. COULSON, Esgq., 
D.J. DIVETT, Esq., 
D.W. FOMISON, Eszq., 
LD.F. GODDEN, Esq., 
W.I. HALE, Esq., 
J.B. HENDRIE, Esgq., 
C. KABASA, Esgq., 
C.M. KENDALL, Esq., 
A. LAING, Esq., 
J.S. MPOFU, Esgq., 
Sen. Chief K. NDIWENI 
P.C. NICOLLE, Esq., 
L. NKALA, Esq., 
P.L. PARSONS, Esq., 
A.W. RACKHAM, Esq., 
Dr. C.R. SAUNDERS 
J.D. SITHOLE, Esq., 
T.F.M. TANSER, Esq., 
T.A. TAYLOR, Esq., 
D.E. TURNER, Esq., 
1.T. WERNER, Esq., 
Secretary and Treasurer to the Trust: C. GOLDING, Esq., B.Com., C.A.(Z) 


Staff List — Third Term, 1990 


Headmaster: P.N. TODD, H.P.T.C. (Rhodes) 
Second Master: I.K. STEWART, B.A. (Rand), T.T.D. 


Senior Master: Dr R.J. HOOLE, D. Litt.et Phil., M.A.(S.A.), B.Sc., U.E.D. (Natal), A.T.C.L. 


G. ARMSTRONG, M.A.(Edin), Dip.Ed. (Oxon) 

Mrs Y. BASSON, T.C. (U.Z.) 

R.B. BREBNER, B.A.(Hons), Grad.C.E. (U.Z.) 

Miss B. BUCKLEY, B.A. (Wits) 

T.P.H. BUREAU, M.A.(Hons) (Edin) 

Miss R.C. BUTTERS, B.Sc. (U.C.T.), H.Dip.Ed. (Wits) 
Mrs E.M. CUMMING, B.A. (S.A.) 

M.A. CUMMING, U.E.D. (Rhodes) 

T.S. CUSSANS, B.Sc.(Hons) (Oxford Polytech) 

J.M. DUNPHY, B.A.(Hons) (Oxon) 

D.J.M. FLEMING, B.A., U.E.D. (Rhodes) 

R.A. FLEMING, B.P.E. (Brit.Col.), Cert.Ed. (Bristol) 
Mrs. G.E. GASS, B.A., U.E.D. (Natal) 

R.W. GASS, T.C. (T.T.C.), B.Ed, M.Ed. (U.Z.) 

R.K. GRACIE, B.Sc., U.E.D. (S.A.) 

R. HARE, B.Sc.(Hons) (Exon) 


R.B. HARRISON, B.A.(Hons) (Dunelm) 

R.R. HARTLEY, B.A. (Natal), Grad.C.E. (U.Z.) 

Mrs. S.A. HOOLE, B.A. (U.C.T.) 

Mrs. S.M. JACKSON, B.A.(Hons) (Stellenbosch), Dip. de Langue (Paris) 
T. KHUMALO, B.A., Dip.Ed. (U.S.L.) 

G.A. MACDONALD, B.A.(Hons) (Natal), P.C.E. (London), F.R.G.S. 
Mrs. H.A. MACDONALD, B.A.(U.C.T.), P.C.E. (London) 

E.J. MARAIS, B.Sc., S.T.D. (U.C.T.) 

Mrs. M. MARAIS, B.Sc. (U.C.T.) 

A.G. MARGERISON, L.R.S.M., L.T.C.L., Dip.F.E. (Nice), Dip. de Langue (Paris) 
T. MATATU, B.Sc., (U.B.L.S.), Grad.C.E. (U.Z.) 

IR. MAYGER, Dip.Ed. (T.T.C., London) 

Mrs T. MYLNE, C.Ed (T.T.C.) 

L.M. REYNOLDS, C.Ed., Dip.Phys.Ed.(Hons), (Loughborough) 

Mrs. J.C. ROBINSON, B.Sc.(Hons) (Natal) 

A.A. TAYLOR, N.D.D., A.T.D. (London) 

P.G. WESTWOOD, B.Sc.(Hons) (U.C.T.) 


Bursar: W.P. COSTELLO 
Assistant Bursar: Mrs. P.J.M. COSTELLO 
Sanatorium Sisters: Mrs. M. FOLLWELL, S.R.N., S.C.M. 


Mrs. B.A. REYNOLDS, S.R.N., S.C.M. 
School Doctor: Dr M.F. HODGES, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B. 
Caterer: A.J. McINTOSH 
Estate Manager: J.W.T. POSSELT 
Clerk of Works: H. BEUKES 
Bushtick Mine: J.G. GASS 
Housekeeper: V. MASUKU 
Librarian: Mrs. S.A. HOOLE, B.A. (U.C.T.) 
Bursar’s Secretary: Mrs C.G. WESTOOD 
Bursar’s Clerk: Mrs C.M. WEEDON 
Headmaster’s Secretary: Mrs. J.A. MARTIN 


Prefects 
Chubb — P.D. BARTON, D.G. CONNERY, C.M. DAVENPORT, 
N.M. GAMMON, C.G. KABASA, R.J. PALMER, P.M. RIDGEWELL 
Founders — R.J. BECKS, M.H. HEIN, S.J. KENDALL, M.B. MUVUTI, 
M. TSHUMA, G.J. WHITTALL 
George Grey — A.N. ABBOTT, S. CAPATOS, T.V. NICOLLE, N.M. PARKER, 
F.C. TANSER, J.L. WAY, T.W. WIGHAM 
Hervey — M.A. CONDON, N.G. FOTHERINGHAM, S.M. GOUGH, 
A.N. MEAD, A. MITUMBILI, A. REID 
Oates — B.H. BOTTON, D.W.R. LASHBROOK, D. NDEBELE, G.C. PIO, 
E.J.W. SANKEY, P. SIBANDA, C.E. VAN DER RIET 
Tredgold — G.A. FUTTER, B.H. HENDERSON, N. MADONKO, S.D. SMART, 


B.C. STRANG, H.F. WAUNGANA. 


College Prefects 


A.J. FLETCHER — Head of School A.N. MEAD — Head of Hervey 
D.W.R. LASHBROOK  — Head of Oates B.C. STRANG — Head of Tredgold 
N.M. GAMMON — Head of Chubb A. MITUMBILI  — Library Prefect 
M. TSHUMA — Head of Founders D. NDEBELE — Chapel Prefect 
T.W. WIGHAM — Head of George 

Grey 


as 


COLLEGE PREFECTS 1990 
Left to right 
(Back row) A. MITUMBILI, D. NDEBELE, N.M. GAMMON, T.W. WIGHAM, 
A.N. MEAD. 
(Front row) B.C. STRANG, A.J. FLETCHER, THE HEADMASTER, 
D.W.R. LASHBROOK, M. TSHUMA. 
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School Notes 


At the beginning of the year we welcomed Mr Hare from England and Miss Butters from 
South Africa to swell the mathematics department. Mr Robin Fleming brought his family 
from Kings College, Auckland, and being an old Hervey boy he settled in as the new Hervey 
housemaster with remarkable ease. Mr Renahan with whom he exchanged went on to New 
Zealand after accompanying the U15 rugby tourists to Ireland in December 1989. Mr 
Margerison returned from France in the second term with another musical qualification. Mrs 
Basson (née Naudé) left in the third term and gave birth to a son, Gareth, in November. Her 
position was filled by Mrs Mylne who kindly returned on a temporary basis. The Head- 
master’s secretary Mrs Bryan also had a son, Adam, in September. 


The rains in the first term were good but made little difference to the dam levels after so 
many drought years. Soon after they had ended, the tar road from the Ncema to the gates was 
completed and although now taken for granted, it has made a huge difference to all of us. 
Building and structural improvements have always been part of the Falcon scene but this year 
a great deal seems to have been done or begun. The five older houses were all renovated 
throughout and look much tidier now. A cricket spectators’ shelter was erected on the hill 
overlooking the main wicket and a permanent sight screen was built. On the other side of main 
field the entertainment area in front of the tuck-shop was expanded. Up on the hill beyond the 
top tennis courts near the edge of Quiet Waters, two retirement cottages were begun. They 
both command magnificent views of the Mulungwane hills from Ntabanende round to 
Mbalabala peak. Foundations.were dug for the new Resources Centre across the road from the 
science department, designed to accommodate a well-equipped computer classroom, a video 
workshop and a 96-seat lecture theatre with audio-visual facilities. A generous parent donated 
an antique stained glass window from Europe depicting our Lord carrying the cross and this 
was installed in the wall above the altar in the chapel providing a luminous focal point. 


In April the annual natural history expedition took place in the Tuli Circle. Mr and Mrs 
Macdonald, Mr Cussans and thirteen boys co-operated with National Museum scientists and 
technicians and some valuable research was done. 


A polished performance of an old favourite play was produced in the second term, an 
account of which appears elsewhere in this issue. Three enjoyable musical evenings were 
presented during the year. The first, organised by Miss Smith, just before she went to continue 
her studies abroad, was remarkable for its variety and its inclusion of a talented pop group. In 
August the choir performed with Girls’ College singers both here and in Bulawayo. In the third 
term another concert was given by musicians in the chapel. All these performances received 
enthusiastic patronage. 


Publicity for the College received a boost this year from two productions. One is a colourful 
updated prospectus and the other a half-hour video film. Both were designed by teams of staff 
and boys and have earned praise from readers and viewers. ‘The video was processed a term 
before the prospectus was printed and both are now in circulation. 


Mr M.J.L. Davis announced his resignation from the chairmanship of the Board of 
Directors. After his appointment in 1983 his warm personality and diplomatic skills carried 
not only the College but most of the private schools in the country through some difficult 
times. The staff owe more to ‘Mick’ Davis’s initiative in improving conditions of service than 
they will ever know. His fierce loyalty and tireless energy were invaluable during his years of 
office. His memorable contributions were made at the same time as his considerable business 
interests were expanding rapidly and demands on his time were made by various sporting 
bodies. Consolation for the loss of this influential and practical member’s leadership can be 
found in his retaining a seat on the board. The new chairman could not be a better choice. Mr 
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John Hendrie is an Old Boy, the son of the founder member and former chairman Mr Frank 
Bryce Hendrie, and father of Craig, the first sixth former to be awarded the new coveted award 
of Academic Honours. The new vice-chairman is Mr Andrew Laing who is also an Old Boy and 
whose elder son is about to enter the College. His dynamic enthusiasm and total commitment 
to the school have already made themselves felt during his short membership of the 
board. 


At the end of the year we were sorry to lose Miss Butters, Mr Bureau and Mr Cussans who 
left at the end of their contracts. Mr Robin Fleming and his family returned to New Zealand 
after their year’s exchange. 


In December the first XV flew to England just in time to encounter the unexpected arctic 
conditions. Undeterred, the players acquitted themselves well and impressed their op- 
ponents, hosts and many spectators. A former staff member now teaching in England wrote 
expressing his delight in “‘seeing the most comprehensive rugby defeat that Stonyhurst have 
ever had” when they played against Falcon. The tourists returned on Christmas day and we 
all received a satisfactory present in the shape of a welcome downpour. 


Chapel Notes 1990 


On the whole, we can look back on 1990 as another good year for the many Christian 
activities going on around the College. As usual, the whole school is required to attend the 
three-weekly School Services and the short morning chapel before school on Tuesdays — 
Thursdays. For a school such as Falcon this represents a very small amount of compulsory 
chapel so it is sometimes disappointing to see the negative and childish behaviour of some, 
albeit small, sections of the school towards such attendance. 


However, when we consider the attendance at the voluntary services, it can be seen that 
many Falcon boys do realise the relevance of Jesus Christ to their daily lives and desire to know 
and serve Him better. Once again we have been very privileged to have so mariy good speakers 
come out to the Midweek and School Services. We continue to be very grateful to these 
people. 

The Sunday evening Bible Study groups also appear to have flourished this year, especi- 
ally among the junior forms. 70% of all Form 2 boys, for example, regularly attend Christian 
Group and it is very encouraging to see how many boys want to study the Bible together as a 
group and also on their own. It is certainly not unusual to go into a House and find boys reading 
their Bibles. Here thanks can be given to the House Reps and other boys in the upper school for 
their hard work in helping run and organise the Christian meetings both centrally and in the 
Houses. Several senior boys have now given short talks at Evening Prayer and the musicians 
at Midweek have been a great asset to the singing. 

During the Third Term, we had asuccessful weekend away at Willow Park for over 40 boys, 
a time of relaxation and fun in a Christian context. Similarly, many Falcon boys have enjoyed 
and benefited from the Zambesi Holiday camps held each holiday. 

We have been very glad to have had Mr P.J. Smyth with us this year. His enthusiasm has 
challenged many boys to consider Christianity seriously and his many talents, particularly on 
the musical front, have been much appreciated. 

The role of Father John Fuller and Father Victor is often unnoticed, but their faithful 
service to the College is tremendous and valued. The annual Anglican confirmation by the 
Bishop was once again a happy occasion and the year ended with the Carol Service. 

RBH 


Music Notes 


In the 3rd term, Class Music has been stimulating and rewarding. Three main topics were 
covered: Raggae, Rock ’n Roll, and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Despite the attraction of 
becoming a Rastafarian, mastering the hand-jive and the twist, the boys responded most 
favourably to Mozart, a success partly due to the excellent video ‘Amadeus’. In terms of 
Afternoon Music, I find myself teaching a wide range of instruments, indicating a strong 
interest in music at Falcon. 

Mr P.J. Smyth has done a sterling job in teaching guitar as well as revolutionising the 
School with the introduction of a Falcon/Pop/Rock Band. Although the band will continue 
under my direction, Mr Smyth’s enthusiasm, dedication and antics on stage will be sorely 
missed by us all. 


THE CHOIR 


On taking over the choir, I insisted upon a few changes. The Choir has responded well to these 
adjustments despite having to endure vocal exercises, and late comers having to face the 
dreaded ‘yellow paper’. Our tenor section has been boosted by the arrival of Mr John Bobby 
who is a trained chorister. 

This year, instead of the traditional Nine Lessons and Carols in the third term, a Christ- 
mas story, written by Mr Harrison, complemented the nine carols and it is the general 
consensus that the Carol Service was enjoyed by all. The Choir’s next engagement will be an 
Easter Concert which promises to be a musical treat. 

My sincere thanks go to Dr Hoole for his many years of dedication to the Choir, to Mrs 
Todd whose calming presence and expertise are always appreciated, to Mrs Jackson who 
readily lends a hand when an accompanist is needed and especially to the Choir without whom 
Falcon College would be incomplete. 


A.G.M. 
Drama 
“SEE HOW THEY RUN’”’ 
CAST 
(in order of appearance) 
LOA SOME), ce scertpaneo eerie cin: 5st uatllcl cceudll mac Snistassibentie Peter-John Smyth 
IMSS SRAM ON: sosapecascterenstvantoneubeatentuvssats Gycsnerctaube Dosis woes Te Tanser 
The Reverend Lionel Toop isscisscsssssccssssssssocseseecceees .... B. Milligan 
Penelope Toop) ........cssesse0ssv00s R. Elmes 
Lance-Corporal Clive Winton ... M. Fleming 
The Intruder ..........c.0000ve cence tig Be Gaj 
THe Bis HOD OPA: 5, ccecnon senestunsancecaniceeed cau ncavsaesnenesceels wee A. Reid 
The Reverend Arthur Humphrey .............00.ccccccceeeeeee ... D. Whitham 
Sergeant Towers: ...........cccccccsssssssssscsssecessccecsessesssscecesaseeesesene R. Ashby 


Many of us had seen how they ran years ago and some of us on the staff had actually done 
some of the running in previous productions. It may be dated in many ways but this play never 
pretended to be anything but sheer fun and this it certainly was for everyone involved in the 
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second term’s production. The farcical gyrations and snappy delivery in the nonsensical 
confusion elicited gales of laughter even from the most taciturn. 


Producing a play is a nerve-racking experience at the best of times but the difficulties 
which faced Mr Tom Bureau within days of the performance were nightmarish. The fact that 
they were overcome so successfully is greatly to his credit. Two of the cast went down with 
chicken-pox. One of them bravely appeared during his early convalescence but the other was 
sadly spotted in the San, while Mr Peter-John Smyth took his place as Ida the maid and 
feverishly learnt the fairly large part a week or so before the night. Meanwhile the hall of the 
vicarage in Merton-cum-Middlewick was being erected around the rehearsals. Comedy is not 
easy. Split second timing and precise movements are essential but this cast romped through 
the acts with tremendous assurance taking the audience with them from the first curtain. In 
every stage production something goes wrong to test the most intrepid actors. In her spirited 
drunked scuffle on the last night Miss Skillon shed her wig. Blearily ad-libbing, she replaced it 
with aplomb without interrupting the action at all. 


The new larger stage, the meticulous attention to detail and the prompt timing of all the 
backstage helpers went a long way towards making the play so successful but the donkey-work 
was done by the actors, who seemed to be more than usually talented and by the producer who 
was surprisingly quick to recover from his nightmares. 

A.A.T. 


House Plays 


For the second year running the award for Best House Play went to Tredgold House for 
their production of “Blue Murder’. This farce was well produced by R. Kuipers who must be 
congratulated for his attention to detail. Tredgold also won the Gavin Werner cup for Best 
Technical Production. C. Hendrie won the Stobart cup for best actor. His performance was 
nicely underplayed and complemented the acting of those around him. Z. Gaj in Chubb’s play 
“My Proud Beauty” earned the award for Best Character actor, for typically energetic 
performance. 


In general the plays were of a reasonable standard this year. There was more time spent on 
the plays’ technical aspects although many actors were still inaudible or lacked clarity in their 
delivery. Performances that stood out included those of P. Wigham, L. Crockett and 
B. Milligan. Unfortunately the temptation for many actors was to overact, a habit that shows 
admirable enthusiasm but little sympathy with a playwright’s characterisation. 

TPB; 


Speech Day 1990 


THE HEADMASTER’S SUMMARY OF HIS SPEECH 


The extent of progress and achievement is not always noticeable whilst one is dealing with 
the demands ofa full academic and extra-curricular calendar. It is only when one sits back and 
has time to reflect that the details become clearer. In my address at Prize-Giving I decided to 
emphasise a few points relating to both the parents and the scholars which, I believe, have 
become vital. 


Falcon is a community with a code of values, a religiously based programme for the 
development of moral growth and the provision of balanced opportunities for boys to pass on 
their lessons to their successors. The involvement of parents in this whole process has become 
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essential in order to prevent boys being faced with the differing sets of values which may be 
experienced at school and at home. We must honour personal excellence in every kind of work 
and at all levels of society. 

All members of our community must recognise the conflict which exists between the 
“honour amongst thieves” morality (which protects the liar, thief and bully) and the universal 
tenets of morality, justice and fairplay. The former is unacceptable, the latter far more 
difficult to follow. 

Our extra-curricular programme is also educational and all activities serve a valuable 
purpose extending far beyond the provision of enjoyment. For this reason all members of the 
school should involve themselves in as broad a spectrum of clubs, societies and sports as a 
balanced timetable permits. 

It is my belief that an understanding of the ‘ethos’ of the school is crucial if each and every 
member is to realise his full potential. Despite popular belief it is a hard world outside, and 
becoming harder. Qualities such as initiative and determination are going to count for as 
much as paper qualifications if not more. For this reason as much as any other Falcon offers an 
environment that is best structured to prepare each boy to face up to the challenges he will 
inevitably have to meet. 


Address by Mr B.R. Fieldsend 
the Guest Speaker 


How very kind of you to have invited me to Falcon! It is a school for which I have great 
affection. And for more than thirty years I have regarded your previous headmaster, Dougal 
Turner, as a good friend and wise counsellor. 

When we met we did not discuss only weighty educational matters. Heads’ Conferences 
usually involved a little golf. I remember at Esigodini Iain Campbell, who ran St Stephen’s 
down the road, produced as a partner for me a Falcon master. ‘‘A whizz kid” he said, ‘‘to make 
a game of it.” 

But when the whizz kid confessed rather charmingly that he was having a spot of bother 
with his game and seemed to be hooking his shank I realised this was not a match to put money 
on. 

Together we went through some pretty rough years. There were times in the latter 70’s 
when we wondered if the independent schools could survive at all. You only have to look round 
Falcon today, riding the crest of the wave, to know that our fears were quite groundless. 

I congratulate you all: Governors, headmaster, staff, pupils and parents on making Falcon 
the fine school that it is today. It owes its standing to the efforts of you all — not just the prize- 
winners, though I congratulate them particularly. 

We stand at the beginning of another decade. I wonder what it will bring and how we all, 
and particularly those at Falcon, should prepare to face its challenges. I certainly lay no claim 
to wisdom. 

It can’t have been anyone other than Oscar Wilde who described headmasters as the 
obsolescent misleading the adolescent. A retired Headmaster is even more obsolescent and 
my vision is probably cloudier than that of most of you, but I shall try. 

The eighties are over — an exciting decade of change, dismantling barriers, liberalisation 
and independence. What will the nineties bring? A return to humdrum mediocrity? I hope 
not. [have little patience with those who look down long noses at youth and the past decade, or 
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those who hanker after the grey days of their own youth, when you only spoke when you were 
spoken to, existed during the holidays on pocket money of a penny a week and found Punch 
much funnier than it is today. For my own part I like the energy, bustle, imagination and lack 
of hypocrisy which have been a feature of the past decade and hope there will be no going back 
in the nineties, “That no winter shall abate spring’s increase.” 

Nor do I expect it. The 80’s have been no phenomenon. They follow the pattern of the 
century — a century which has been dominated from its beginnings by two major 
notions. 


On the one hand there has been the technological dream whereby Utopia is to be achieved 
through machines, ever increasing speeds, instant communications and further mastery over 
nature. 


On the other hand there has been the libertarian dream whereby Utopia is to be achieved 
by the progressive dismantling of all barriers, discipline taboos, authorities and old conven- 
tions. 


The eighties saw a great advance in the pursuit of both these Utopias. SoI am sure will the 
90’s, just as every other decade in the 20th century has seen it. 


Look back and you will see that we had social violence between 1900 and 1914. And have 
the sit-ins and demonstrators of the 80’s ever equalled the cunning of those suffragettes in 
Parliament Square who engineered it so that on the appointed day the police from the entire 
home counties were waiting for them outside the Palace of Westminster while the suffragettes 


themselves were marching unmolested down Knightsbridge throwing bricks through every 
shop window? 


And if you think that student riots are something new, do not forget that in the early years 
of the century the Master of Balliol strode to the steps of his college and began a peroration to 
rioting students with the words: “My deluded friends”. It is sad that after such a novel 
opening to a band of rioters we shall never know what he intended to say for he was promptly 
struck in the stomach by a large stone and staggered back through the entrance never to 
emerge again. 

We may marvel at the technological breakthroughs of the 80’s, but were the spacecraft 
taking pictures of Mars on machines that will correct even my spelling so amazing as the first 
men to fly and Marconi’s original transatlantic taps of morse? 


In fact the 80’s have differed little from the rest of the century. Can we then expect from the 
90’s a dull decade of exhaustion? I doubt it. I believe that both halves of the 20th century 
Utopia increasing technological skill and the progressive destruction of barriers will continue 
and intensify. As before, some disillusionment and nightmare will be brought about by their 
unforeseen consequences but so will many benefits. 


And bearing this in mind it seems to me that those at the Independent Schools of Zim- 
babwe, and particularly at Falcon, are well placed to face the future. 

Clearly you will be able to cope with the technological age because, as I know from reading 
your magazine, your academic standards are of prime importance. 

As an independent school you are able to take a place in the forefront of educational 
development and technological progress largely unhampered by government restrictions. It is 
right that independent schools should lead the way, for, free from the necessary restrictions of 
a large government educational system, they can, and should, more-easily take up new ideas 
and if need be, drop them more readily, too. This is one of the strengths of the independent 
schools and one of the services they can offer the country. 

But there is more to preparing young people for the 90’s than this. Iknow that it is cynically 
said that when a Headmaster starts talking about the benefits of character building in aschool 


10 


then the exam results are not what they should be. But you have heard this is not true of 
Falcon so I can continue. 


I do believe that all the A level successes, the new buildings, the new ideas, are nothing 
compared with educating young people to a pitch of personal stability which will render them 
immune to the worse viruses of contemporary society and enable them to judge which are the 
barriers worth breaking down and which are the true bulwarks of society. 


A school like Falcon will do better and aim to see that all who leave will do so with a 
developed sense of responsibility — which means a person with a properly developed sense of 
care for his fellows and the community in which he lives, recognising and respecting the rights 
of others. 


In asociety like Falcon where there is a generous measure of self-government given to those 
who are part of it and where individuals are free to develop on their own without being 
moulded into a common pattern, the first essential paradoxically has to be to preserve the 
framework of order. 


You must learn to be suspicious of popular opinion and watchful for the dangers that lie 
beneath the surface of events. 

Schools have always made much of training for leadership. Of course this is important and 
heaven knows the world, as we are painfully aware, needs plenty of leaders. But it is not 
enough. Natural leaders do not grow on every bush and there is a very considerable danger that 
in training leaders we are also training the majority to be led. And that is not much of an 
education for anyone. 

And this means there has to be discipline within which there is room for freedom and 
decision. If I may address myself to parents and to teachers for a moment: I cannot go along 
with those who are diffident about imposing standards on others. Schools and parents have a 
responsibility they must not shirk. 


The adolescent is rather like Samson — he was impetuous and strong and his hair was 
never quite the right length and when left to himself he involved other people in his own self- 
destruction. And it is our business to protect the adolescent from himself and protect others 
from being harmed by his mistakes. 


That is why we, parents and school teachers, must never resign our responsibility for 
setting ourselves up as arbiters of morals and standards — a daunting prospect but one which 
we cannot shirk. “The burnt child fears the fire” is a terrifying saying — please God we shall 
keep most of our children free from disfigurement by burns even if we have to exercise our 
authority to do so. 


Exercising our authority is not easy if we are unsure of our own values. It involves judging 
what is, or is not, right or good. In a democracy there is a fatal tendency to remove the 
judgement and authority of the parents or schoolmasters and find no substitute for them but 
the prejudices of the majority. 

And in much that concerns making judgements of value the views of the majority can be 
wrong. It is like saying that the beach boys are just as good as Beethoven, if not indeed better, 
since more people like them. But at Falcon you are lucky. I know that your Chapel holds a 
central place in your community, so that Christ is not only the source of authority, He is also 
our example in the exercise of it. In the Christian framework there are absolute points of 
reference so that authority is not arbitrary and it is possible to find charity and a due regard for 
persons in a discipline that can never become purely personal prejudice. 
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1990 Prize Winners 


FORM 1 Form Prize: V.S. MASHUNGU 
Good Work Prizes: A.M. COULSON, N. MASIMBE, 
M.J. FOLLWELL 
FORM 2 Form Prize: K.K.C. MASISI 
Good Work Prizes: G.M. FINCH, B.J. SISSING 
FORM 3 Form Prize: M. MPOFU 
Good Work Prizes: C.L.H. MASTERSON, M.Z. GAJ 
FORM 4 English: V. MPOFU, S.F. LEHER 
French: B.S. ALLOTT 
Afrikaans: M.C. LISTER, G.M. EVERITT 
History: D.B. GEMMILL 
Geography: A.E. SELBY, J.0. STEWART 
Mathematics: B.S. ALLOTT, W.J. McCENTAGGART 
Physics: W.J. McENTAGGART 
Chemistry: W.J. McENTAGGART 
Commerce: W.H. CUMMING 
FORM 6 English: A.J. FLETCHER, L.K. CROCKETT 
French: P.J. WIGHAM, A. CARTER-RENAUD 
E.M. FLEMING 
Afrikaans: L. SCHEEPERS 
History: T.M. LEHER, A. CARTER-RENAUD 
Geography: I.R.J. MOODIE, P.D. HUGO 
Mathematics: A.R. WHITTALL, S.D. SMART 
Physics: C.F.B. HENDRIE, A.R. WHITTALL 
M. FLEMING 
Chemistry: C.F.B. HENDRIE, A.R. WHITTALL 
M. FLEMING 
Biology: D.W.R. LASHBROOK 
Economics: M.B. MUVUTI, L.K. CROCKETT 
B.N.B. NCUBE 
Special Prizes 
Handwriting: K.K. MASISI 
Reading (Junior): A.J. GRAHAM 
Reading (Senior): L.K. CROCKETT 
Best Speaker’s Prize (Junior): M.J. CHASE 


Best Speaker’s Prize (Senior): 
Agg-Manning Cup (Speech and Drama): 
Music: 

Art (Junior): 

Woodall Cup (Drawing): 

Natural History Prize: 

General Studies: 

Kim Margesson Memorial Trophy: 

John Lamb Trophy: 
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M. FLEMING 

R.S. ELMES 

K.J. UDALL, K.T. MUPITA 
M.P. DICEY 

P.M. RIDGEWELL 

J.K. LYON 

M. FLEMING 

W.J. McCENTAGGART 

B.C. STRANG 


Rob Laing Memorial Shield: 


Thomas Prize (Sciences): 


Greaves Trophy: 
Governor’s Trophy: 
Headmaster’s Prize: 


A.G.G. MIDDLETON, 
S. LIGHTFOOT 

M. FLEMING 

M. TSHUMA 

T.W. WIGHAM 

A.J. FLETCHER 


Examination Results — 1989 


R.T. Ashby 
S.D. Beaton 
C. Chibafa 
R.M. Condon 
I.D. De Vries 
G.R. Dollar 
L.E. Dube 

J.J. Fearon 
S.J. Fick 

A.J. Fletcher 
R.O. Follwell 
IN. Garnett 
B.J. Gass 
A.C. Gibbons 
D.B. Gibbs 
N.J. Grant 
P.W. Hale 
M.H. Hein 
R.M.R. Hewit 
H.T. Hove 
A.G. Huckle 
M. Khumalo 
A.B. Kuipers 
D.W.R. Lashbrook 
V.N. Mafu 
S.P. Mallon 
C.A. McCann 
M.W. McKinney 
H. Morzaria 
R.J. Musgrave 
T.C. Mushonga 
F.M. Mutarah 
D. Ndebele 
M.A. Ndlovu 
G.A. Nicholls 
L.N. Nienaber 
G. Nkomo 
G.R. Norvall 
J.J. Otter 


‘A’ LEVEL 


Art 

Geography; Chemistry; Biology 

General Paper; Physics; Chemistry 
Geography 

Mathematics*; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
General Paper; English; History 

General Paper; Mathematics; Biology 
Biology 

Mathematics 

Chemistry; Biology 

Geography; Economics 

Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
General Paper; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
General Paper; Mathematics; Chemistry 
Geography; Biology 

Mathematics 

General Paper; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
General Paper; English 

Chemistry; Biology 

General Paper; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
Biology 

Mathematics 

General Paper 

Chemistry 

Mathematics; Physics 

Mathematics; Physics*; Chemistry 
Chemistry; Biology 

Biology 

General Paper; English; Economics 
General Paper; Mathematics 
Mathematics 

General Paper; English; Geography 
Geography; Economics; Biology 
Chemistry 

General Paper; Mathematics 

Physics; Chemistry 

General Paper; Geography; Biology 
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M.J. Perry 

S. Pilime 
G.C. Pio 

A.J. Roberts 
M. Rukanda 
S.D. Smart 
G.L. Smith 
J.D. Smith 
B.O. Stead 
M.B. Stone 
N.C. Tsikisayi 
C.M. Wenham 
T.W. Wigham 
M.H. Wray 


D.H. Wyrley-Birch 


* — Distinction 


General Paper; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
General Paper; Physics 

Mathematics 

General Paper; Geography; Mathematics; Chemistry 
General Paper; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics 

Biology 

Mathematics 

Art* 

Biology 

General Paper 

Geography 

Mathematics 

Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 

General Paper; Mathematics; Biology 


‘O’ LEVEL 


11 passes J.R.B. Kirby; T.M.D. Matumbike. 
10 passes L.K. Crockett; R.E. Kuipers; T.M. Leher; P.R. Musgrave; B.N.B. Ncube; 
L. Triegaardt; A.R. Whittall. 
9 passes ___I.M. Conolly; G.H. Drummond; E.M. Fleming; C.F.B. Hendrie; M.K. Jerrard; 
G.J.B. Lee-Bell; I.R.J. Moodie; S. Morzaria; G.D.R. Stewart; R.D.J. Stuart; 
M.J. Tones; K.J. Udall; P.J. Wigham. 
8 passes J.A. Bion; J.K. Lyon; P.J. Milligan; S.N. Trollip; S.C. Welman. 
7 passes A.G. Bruce; B.D. Fletcher; M.A. Homann; O.W. Komen; W.P. Rowe; 
W. Rwasoka; P.G. Woodhouse. 
6 passes M.T. Clark; I.D. Futter; R.I. MacGregor; M. Pieters; J.P. Rawstrone; 
J.V.H. Sanders L. Scheepers; R.G. Tolmay. 
5 passes D.J. Delmaine; G.C.J. Dube; C.D.D. Goodwin; C.N. Hill; C.M. Hove; 
C.B. McNally; S.R. Tate; G.H. Webb. 
4 passes A.H. Booyse; G.P. Canter; T.A. Chikwakwata; B.A. Clark; N.E. Fitzroy; 
P. Francis; D. Gumbo; T.D. Johnson; B.M. Lowe; IV H.S.M. Ushewokunze. 
3 passes R.D. Adair; T.M.P. Cullen; K. Empacher; I.A. Follwell; B.K. Lamont-Stiell. 


D. NDEBELE 


J.D. SMITH 


T.A. CHIKWAKWATA 


H.S.M. MANGU 
USHEWOKUNZE 


G.C.J. NCUBE 


Citations 


For his enthusiastic and efficient chairmanship of the 
Video Club since its inception. 


For his technical ability in ensuring the smooth running of 
the Video Club. 


For his dedicated service to the Video Club over the years 
and for his ability as a cameraman. 


For his dedicated service to the Video Club over the years 
and for his ability as a cameraman. 


For his dedicated service to the Video Club and for his 
ability as a cameraman. 
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C.G. CROCKETT 
N. MADONKO 
A. REID 


M.T. CLARK 


R.I. CANTER 
D. BRITTEN 


G. MOORE 


C.D. GOODWIN 
N.E. FITZROY 
J.K. LYON 

D. DUDMAN 


K.B. FEARON 


L. TRIEGAARDT 


M. FLEMING 
F.C. TANSER 
M.T. CLARK 
T.D. JOHNSON 


S.J. KENDALL 
C.A. GRANT 


J.P. HUTCHINGS 


M. TSHUMA 
V. DE P. NYUMBU 


C.K. EESON 
M. TSHUMA 


J.C. UDALL 
P.D. HUGO 


C.G. CROCKETT 
G. MOORE 


M. TSHUMA 


ID. FUTTER 


For their diligence in teaching Adult Education classes. 


For efficient organisation and supervision of the Chess 
Club tournaments and programming of chess lessons for 
club members. 


For coaching beginners and learners regularly every week. 


For efficiency in assisting with the organisation of Athle- 
tics meetings. 


For his diligent teaching of English to Night School classes. 


For valuable contributions to research projects, based on 
considerable fieldwork. 


For outstanding contributions to falconry research, 
through successful hunting and for several years’ work in 
provisioning food. 


For outstanding work in the field and for meticulous 
recording of data for falconry. 


For his maturity and dedication in this year’s play 

For his enthusiasm in this year’s school play 

For his enthusiasm and maturity in working backstage. 
For his consistent hard work in shedding light on school 
plays over the years. 


For assistance in coaching and umpiring junior hockey. 


For his efficient organisation of the Golf Club and his 
selection for the Matabeleland Schools Golf Team. 


For his assistance in coaching and refereeing. 


For interest and keeness in encouraging others to play 
soccer and for efficient. coaching and refereeing. 


For service to the choir. 


For enthusiastic support and service to the choir. 


For six years’ service to the choir. 


For faithfully serving at Holy Communion for many years. 


For outstanding service to Basketball in coaching juniors 
and refereeing junior matches. 


For his valuable assistance in organising Under-15 Water- 
polo matches, both inter-house and inter-School. 
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P.J. WIGHAM 
M.J. TONES 
G.D.R. STEWART 
A.H. BOOYSE 
P.R. MUSGRAVE 


For conscientious and competent organisation of their 
House swimming teams and of the swimming standards 
Competition. 
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Obituary 
DR FFRENCH-CONSTANT 


Dr. Paul ffrench-Constant who died last February in Cornwall, was born in 1927 at Kuala 
Lumpur. He was educated at Marlborough in Wiltshire and went on to St. John’s College 
Oxford, to study medicine after which he completed his housemanship at the Radcliffe 
hospital. He came to Bulawayo with his wife in 1956 and entered private practice. He served as 
the school doctor from 1981 until he left the country. His son Edward left Falcon in 1975 and is 
now in practice in Cornwall. 


It is no exaggeration to state that Paul ffrench-Constant brightened the lives of all those he 
met. A large number of people from all walks of life attended his memorial service at the 
Bulawayo Anglican Cathedral last March where Mr Robin Rudd, one of his many lifelong 
friends delivered a eulogy. Some extracts from this moving address follow: 

“As a doctor he was kind and immensely thorough with limitless time for all his patients. 
For many years he looked after the medical needs of the patients at Ingutsheni Hospital and at 
St Francis Home and latterly at Falcon. Those who knew of his extraordinarily caring work at 
these places, remember him with affection and deep respect. 

Once you had become a friend, you remained one for life. When he and Diny left to go to 
England at the end of 1986 — and they had absolutely no alternative because of his health — 
one felt they had not altogether gone because he wrote such brilliant letters: and not just 
brilliant ones, legible ones which was even more remarkable. 

It was perhaps his chief indulgence. He enjoyed writing and into those letters — maybe 
‘with Death’s prophetic ear’ — he poured all his thoughts on everything and he had such wide 
interests, shared by his whole family — flowers, gardening, birds, trees, wild life; walking, 
dogs, music (and carol singing on Christmas Eve was a feature), games and jokes. 


In his letters, Paul not only told you fascinating things about their life in England: I found 
we often learnt of things happening in Bulawayo from him. He answered all the points you 
raised in your letters and he was thirsting for local news. He made you feel even at 5 000 miles 
range just as he had done, when you were consulting him in his surgery, that he really cared: 
that you were all that really mattered. It was a tremendous gift and no wonder he was praised 
by all his patients. 

When Paul died, he was the son of a doctor, the brother of a doctor, the uncle of a doctor, the 
father of a doctor and the father-in-law of a doctor. 


The finest monument a man can have is his family and nobody could have loved his more or 
been more loved by them. Our hearts go out to Diny, Tanya and Juliet, to Sally and Justin and 
their young children, Kieran and Melissa; and to Edward and Liz and their young children 
Katherine and Anna. 

I should like to end by quoting from a poem by Rupert Brooke: 

There are waters blown by changing winds to laughter 
And lit by the rich skies, all day. And after, 
Frost, with a gesture, stays the waves that dance 
And wandering loveliness. He leaves a white 
Unbroken glory, a gathered radiance, 
A width, ‘a shining peace, under the night. 


17 


DIRK FOURIE 


Dirk Fourie was born on 13th June 1976 and lived in Chiredzi in the Lowveld. He attended 
Murray Macdougall School in Triangle where he was an above-average pupil academically as 
well as in terms of general behaviour and strength of character. 


It was this last facet of his personality which became apparent and indeed dominant when 
he started his career at Falcon in January 1989. He had always suffered from an asthmatic 
condition and was determined to participate in all the activities offered by the College. He 
wanted to lead the same life as the boys in his dormitory, his House and the College, and he 
brushed aside his physical condition to achieve this aim. He wasasensitive boy — but beneath 
there was great strength of will. There were times when many of us felt that he should let up or 
be forced to stop, but such was his courage and doggedness that it was difficult to do so. 


His physical achievements at Falcon contributed to his academic improvement and his 
progress in the first term of 1990 was exemplary. He refused to opt out of anything involved 
and himself in a wide range of activities — Christian Group, the Chess Club, the Cattle Club, 
Junior Natural History and the full range of games offered by the College. He put everything 
into whatever he did and if there was evera problem, it was simply tobe overcome, with asmile 
and a vow to get on with it. 


It was Dirk’s attitude to life, his strength of character, his cheerfulness in adversity and his 
willingness to try everything which endeared him to the boys in Oates House and the College. 
As a Form One he was well-known throughout the College and he earned the respect of the 
boys at Falcon. When he was snatched prematurely from us on the evening of Sunday 4th 
February 1990, it came as an immense shock and even now his memory remains a source of 
inspiration to the boys and staff at Falcon. 

Dirk’s attitude may be summed up with an excerpt from Rudyard Kipling’s “If”: 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run 

Yours is the earth and everything that’s in it 

And — which is more — you'll be a man, my son.”’ 
Dirk Fourie was a man and he filled every unforgiving minute 


Fou with sixty seconds’ worth 
during his life and his career at Falcon. 


M.A.C. 


House Reports 


Chubb House 


Housemaster: MR R.R. HARTLEY 
Tutors: MR G. ARMSTRONG, MR I. MAYGER 
Head of House: N.M. GAMMON 
Prefects: P. BARTON, C. DAVENPORT, D. CONNERY, G. KABASA, R. PALMER, 
P. RIDGEWELL. 


The year 1990 has generally been successful with considerable achievements, both acade- 
mic and in the many extra-mural activities of the school. 
On the sports field Chubb obtained a number of good results. First place in Senior Tennis: 


Junior Hockey and, for the seventh consecutive year, Squash. Second and third places were 
achieved in Athletics, Swimming, Senior Basketball, Senior Cricket, Senior Hockey and the 


18 


Crosscountry relays. On the individual side, P. Barton and I. Moodie were selected for the 
National Water-polo team, while R. Gifford (Cricket), N. Gammon (Hockey) and P. Ridge- 
well (Rugby) were selected for Matabeleland. I. Hastings was selected for the Fawns, U15 
Cricket side. 


Academically the House excelled and it was pleasing to note that the majority of prizes on 
Speech Day were won by Chubb boys. One of the highlights of the academic year was the 
winning of the Academic Challenge and special mention must be made of W. McEntaggart 
who, almost single-handed, trounced many a hopeful side. Chubb came second in the Acade- 
mic Cup competition. 

The House also had an unusually successful year in the various cultural competitions. A 
very fine performance in the Inter-house plays competition earned third place. However, Z. 
Gaj won the prize for the Best Character Actor. Third place was also achieved in the Inter- 
house Singing competition. 

Winning the Garden competition came as nosurprise as the gardens have been maintained 
very well by Shadrach, the House gardener and P. Hugo who supervised the “willing workers’ 
from junior end. 


At the beginning of the year Chubb acquired a colour T.V. and a video. Funds were 
obtained from a sponsored run and donations from parents. Our thanks to all the parents and 
in particular Mrs B. Eastwood who did all the organising. Videos are watched on Saturday 
evenings, at the same time as the generally low quality and somewhat repetitive school films. 
Educational videos are also watched once or twice a week in the afternoons. 


The most pleasing aspect of the House has been the good atmosphere and the good 
relationships between the various forms that have prevailed throughout the year. In this 
respect my thanks to the prefects who always set the tone of any House. 


N.M.G. 


Founders House 


Housemaster: MR D.J. FLEMING 
House Tutors: MESSRS R.B. HARRISON, T.P. BUREAU 
Head of House: M. TSHUMA 
House Prefects: R.J. BECKS, M.H. HEIN, J.P. HUTCHINGS, S.J. KENDALL 
M.B. MUVUTI, G.J. WHITTALL. 


Founders’ reputation as a sporting house took something of a tumble this year with the 
men in dark blue very often finding themselves fighting to keep away from the bottom position 
in House competitions. Fortunately the traditional ‘never say die’ spirit prevailed in the 
House and towards the end of the year some of our reputation was restored with good victories 
in the basketball competition, junior cricket and middles tennis. 


While our teams were not as strong as in the past there were several notable individual 
performances with thirteen Matabeleland and six Zimbabwe Schools representatives coming 
from Founders. This was a commendable achievement for any house. Of particular note was 
G.J. Whittall who played national schoolboy rugby and cricket, represented Zimbabwe U:23 
and B teams against the visiting Pakistan B cricket team, was one of the College’s top athletes 
and who capped his performances by being chosen as the Matabeleland Junior Sportsperson 
of the year. G.B. Nyumbu was Falcon’s first representative in the Zimbabwe U:15 Basketball 
side and R.J. Becks played both rugby and cricket for Zimbabwe Schools. J.P. Hutchings was 
selected for the Matabeleland Junior Golf team, and did a great deal towards establishing golf 
as a sport at Falcon. A.R. Whittall was also selected for Zimbabwe Schools Cricket. 
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It was gratifying to note that our decline in sport coincided with a considerable upward 
swing in our academic fortunes. The work ethic in the House was far healthier this year with 
the Public Examination candidates, in particular, showing far more application to their 
studies. Five Sixth Form subject prizes were collected by A.R. Whittall (3), B.N.B. Ncube and 
M.B. Muvuti, while V. Mpofu and W.H. Cumming received O level prices. M. Mpofu was 
awarded the Form III prize. B.J. Sissing won a Form Two Good Work prize while all three 
Form One Good Work prizes went to Founders boys. This achievement by A.M. Coulson, N. 
Masimbe and M.J. Follwell was unique for Founders. , 

Founders had its problems in 1990 but certainly no more than in previous years. It was still 
a happy and harmonious unit which says much for the efficiency of the prefects and tutors. 
Finally we extend grateful thanks to J. Udall for his efficient organisation of our major raffle 
for House Funds and to all those parents and other friends who contributed towards this 
cause. 


D.J.F./M.T. 
George Grey House 


Housemaster: MR R.B. BREBNER 
Tutor: MR A.A. TAYLOR 
Assistant Tutor: MR T.S.C. CUSSANS 
Head of House: T.W. WIGHAM 
Prefects: A.N. ABBOTT, T.V. NICOLLE, N.M. PARKER, F.C. TANSER, J.L. WAY. 


I said in my 1989 report that George Grey could look forward to “a rosy future in all 
departments”’. I am pleased to say that this has been realised and it is extremely satisfying to 
look back on a year which has undoubtedly been the best for some time in the history of the 
house. We have recorded successes in a number of fields, both cultural and sporting, and it is 
particularly pleasing to see us coming more and more to the fore in the sporting arena. 
Undoubtedly the highlight of the year for us was our triumph at Founders Day where our 
winning margin was over 100 points. It was also pleasing to see us win the singing competition 
for the third year in succession. 

A number of individuals in the house achieved honours in varying fields. J.L. Way was 
selected for Zimbabwe Schools’ Rugby. H.H. Streak and C.B. Wishart were both selected for 
Zimbabwe Schools’ Cricket, while T.V. Nicholle and G. Drummond represented Zimbabwe 
in Polo and Board Sailing respectively. A special mention must be made of ©. Kureva who has 
—— as an under-15 this year, winning five events on Founders Day and breaking four 
records. 


The successes that the House achieved this year are: 


Founders Day Athletics — Ist Senior Hockey — Ist 
Cross-country Relays — Ist Senior Rugby — Ist 
Junior Cross-country — Ist Senior Public Speaking — Ist 
Senior Cricket — Ist Inter-house Singing — Ist 


Whilst there is always a danger of complacency I feel that the house is in a position of 
strength at the moment and we must go on to build on this. Our Form One intake this year has 
been particularly pleasing and owing to sound management from their prefect, F.C. Tanser, 
have settled in well and have competed as a body with spirit and enthusiasm. I look forward to 
a solid commitment from them in the future. 


There is always room for improvement but the attitude towards work has been most 
pleasing, particularly in the third term, and is reflected by our improved standing in the 
Academic Cup and some good results from last year’s “A” and “O” level students. 
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I would like to record my sincere appreciation to this year’s Head of House, T.W. Wigham, 
and his prefects. The successes of the year are due to a large extent to their hard work and 
enthusiasm in managing the team, strictly but fairly, and keeping spirits high. I wish them the 
best in their future careers. 

Finally, I would like tothank Mr A.A. Taylor and Mr T.S.C. Cussans for their assistance in 
the running of the House and also my wife Debra for her support, and Johnson Neube for his 


work in the House gardens. 
R.B.B. 


Hervey House 


Housemaster: Mr R.A. FLEMING 
House Tutor: Dr R.J. HOOLE 
Assistant Tutors: Mr R.A. HARE, MR P.J. SMYTH 
Head of House: ALN. MEAD 
House Prefects: A. MITUMBILI (College Prefect), M.A. CONDON, 
N.G. FOTHERINGHAM, S.M. GOUGH, A. REID 


Since 1987 the impact of the lost talent has continued to affect Hervey’s course of events up 
to 1990, but the determination to excel (thanks to House spirit) has nevertheless persisted. 
The legend of the long tradition of successes, although living at the back of every Hervey 
mind, is yet to be revived in reality. 


Apart from being the smallest House and having a number of key athletes injured and 
unable to compete, there were several highlights for Hervey on Founders Day. A number of 
trophies were won such as by A. Mitumbili (Open Triple Jump), A. Selby (U16 800m and 
1500m), A. Carson (U15 800m) and R. Mitchell (U14 High Jump and 1500m). Overall Hervey 
placed 6th on Founders Day but had the satisfaction of winning the final event of the day, the 
Open 4 x 100m Relay. In the cross-country the Seniors came second while the Juniors came 
fourth and placed Hervey in third place overall. The Senior Water-polo competition proved to 
be very exciting and Hervey ended up as Runners-up after a one point decider against 
Tredgold. S. Gough and G. Stewart dominated the competition and both were later in the year 
selected for the Matabeleland A side. Furthermore S. Gough captained the Zimbabwe 
Schools A side. 

In the second term G. Dube and G. Stewart were selected for the School Quiz Team which 
won the Lions Club Inter-Schools Quiz Competition for the local region. A build-up towards 
the fast approaching examinations in the third term was seen in a marked improvement in 
Mark Orders and a number of boys beginning to achieve five pluses or better. A. Mitumbili 
and A. Mead were selected for Matabeleland Schools Rugby with the former going on to 
greater heights and being chosen to Vice-Captain the Zimbabwe Schools Rugby Team. The 
Junior and Senior House soccer teams led and organised by T. Matumbike won their respec- 
tive competitions after some exciting matches, which were characterized by tense penalty 
shoot-outs and the enthusiastic support by every member of the House. 

Traditionally the third term has more cultural events on the calendar than the previous 
terms and this year was no exception. In the Public Speaking Competition it was felt that the 
contributions made by M. Selby, D. Makovah, A.J. Macdonald and T. Matumbike were of a 
high standard but not enough to retain the trophies the House won last year. Attention shifted 
to the Singing Competition in which Hervey again put in a good effort, particularly in the 
Choice Item in which Hervey was very adventurous. G. Dube produced a very amusing House 
Play in which the cast thoroughly enjoyed participating. In the area of sport, the third term 
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means back to the water and the swimming gala. The House performed very well, coming 
runners-up and winning seven of the thirteen cups. G.D.R. Stewart, in particular, excelled, 
winning seven races and breaking five records in his efforts. In the diving events Hervey won 
three of the six events and the Juniors won the Inter-House water-polo competition. 


The year has been thoroughly fulfilling and renovations in Hervey have certainly added a 
more homely flavour to the living conditions and certainly increased the spirit amongst the 
boys. Sincere thanks are in order for G. Dube, L. Triegaardt, G. Stewart, T. Matumbike and 
B. Clark for the support they have given and the hard work they put into various activities. 
Firially on behalf of everyone in Hervey, special thanks go to the Housemaster, Mr Fleming, 


the Tutors and to my fellow prefects for their efforts during the year and I wich all the very best 
for the future. 


A.N.M. 


Oates House 


Housemaster: MR M.A. CUMMING 
House Tutor: MR R.W. GASS 
Assistant Tutor: MR J.M. DUNPHY 
Head of House: D.W.R. LASHBROOK 
Prefects: D. NDEBELE (College Prefect — Library), P. SIBANDA, E.W. SANKEY, 
C.E. van der RIET, B.H. BOTTON, C.E. VAN DER 


Once again, Oates went through the usual cycle of recession and recovery which exists in 
all forms of life. The year was as usual disrupted initially by the late arrival of the lower Sixth, 
but by then the prefects had settled in and a routine had been established. 


Tragedy struck on the 4th February 1990 when Dirk Fourie, in his second year, passed 
away as a result of an acute asthmatic attack. The College was shocked and the boys and staff 
of Oates in particular felt the sad loss of their comrade and housemate. A bright, cheerful, 
gutsy boy had been snatched from our midst and the House drew in on itself. From that 
emerged a determination to do well in Dirk’s name, a tribute which was reflected by some 
significant achievements both academically and on the sports field. 

In the Inter-House cross-country the juniors came 2nd overall, with B.S. Scott producing 
the fastest time and the seniors came Ist. Oates came first in the combined result. A number of 
individual trophies were won in the Founders Day Athletics meeting and the Oates team 
comfortably won the Tug 0’ War final against Tredgold. There were good individual per- 
formances by P. Sibanda, D.W.R. Lashbrook and B.S. Scott, while B.S. Allott featured in a 
number of events. Other achievements in team competitions were 2nd in the Junior Inter- 
house Rugby; Winners of the Wingfield Trophy for Mini League Rugby; 2nd in the Interhouse 
Swimming Standards Competition; 3rd in the Interhouse Gala; 2nd in the Junior Interhouse 
Waterpolo Competition. A number of boys in the House achieved national and provincial 
representation in sport. C.E. van der Riet (Rugby) and A.G. Bruce (U21 Polo) represented 
their country. L.G. Kuttner (Matabeleland A Hockey); D.W.R. Lashbrook and P. Sibanda 
(Matabeleland Schools’ Rugby) were provincial representatives. 

In the cultural and academic fields the performance of the House was rather disappoint- 
ing. A well-deserved second place was gained in the Inter-house Singing Competition with a 
haunting rendition of “Give me hope, Joanna’’, but the House dropped to 4th in the Tatters- 
field Cup and 3rd in the Academic Cup. This is an area which will receive even greater 
emphasis next year. 

In the gardening competition Oates came second, tie with Tredgold. Although weather 
conditions, particularly in the latter half of the year, have not really helped the grounds much, 
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a fair amount of work was done. The House has been repainted and repaired and is certainly 
vastly improved. A raffle held in the second term, in combination with a sponsored run, 
enabled the boys to refurnish the Senior Common room which now has new armchairs, 
a new carpet and curtains and is certainly much more comfortable. Thanks go to Mr & 
Mrs Botton and all those parents who contributed to the raffle prizes and for their assist- 
ance. 

Thanks go to the tutorial staff and those staff attached to Oates for their continued efforts 
for and interest in the House. The prefect body, led ably by D.W.R. Lashbrook, maintained a 
high standard of discipline and achievement — thanks also go to them and the House wishes 
them everything of the best in the future. The personal thanks of the housemaster are 
extended to all the boys of the House for their positive reaction and co-operation in what was at 


ti ther difficult year. 
imes a rather y ‘aaa 


Tredgold House 


Housemaster: MR L.M. REYNOLDS 
House Tutor: MR P.G. WESTWOOD 
Assistant House Tutor: MR T KHUMALO 
Head of School: A.J. FLETCHER 
Head of House: B.C. STRANG . 
House Prefects: G.A. FUTTER, B.H. HENDERSON, N. MADONKO, S.D. SMART 
H.F. WAUNGANA 


1990 has been another highly successful year for Tredgold both academically and on the 
sports field. 

Tredgold has kept up its strong academic tradition, winning the academic cup for the third 
year running and coming second in the Academic Challenge. Prizes were won by K.K.C. 
Masisi, L. Scheepers, C.F.B. Hendrie and S.D. Smart. M. Fleming put on an outstanding 
performance, winning the General Studies, Physics and Chemistry prizes and the Thomas 
prize for Sciences. B.C. Strang won the much coveted John Lamb Memorial Trophy. 


The house sporting teams performed well, winning the Athletics Standards, Senior Water- 
polo and Inter-House Golf. Swimming Standards, Relay Gala and the Gala were all won by 
Tredgold. Second places were attained in Senior Hockey and Junior Basketball. Numerous 
third places were also achieved. Individually there were excellent sporting performances. L. 
Scheepers, R.R. Robertson and G.A. Futter were selected to play Water-polo for Zimbabwe. 
B.C. Strang represented Zimbabwe in Cricket and Hockey. S.0. Gonera was on the bench for 
Zimbabwe Rugby. L. Scheepers represented Matabeleland in Rugby. Other people represent- 
ing Matabeleland were S.D. Smart for Hockey, R.D.F. Godden for Tennis, C.I. Carvalho for 
swimming and G. Msimanga for Basketball. Several other house members represented 
College first teams. 

Tredgold did very well on the cultural side, winning three of the four cups for the Inter- 
House Drama competition. C.F.B. Hendrie won the trophy for the best actor. The Inter- 
House Public Speaking was also a success. M. Fleming won the senior competition, and M.J. 
Chase won in the juniors, giving Tredgold an over-all win. 

The appearance of the House itself has remained in a good state despite the renovations 
taking place, which incidently, have improved the House considerably. Tredgold managed to 
gain second place in the House gardening competition. Congratulations must go to O.W. 
Komen and the House gardener for all their hard work. 
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Tredgold has had a successful year all round, and to this end, the House had the honour of 
winning the Tatterfield cup for the most successful House. This success would not have been 
possible without the tremendous dedication and spirit shown by the House. Good leadership 
by the prefect body has been largely responsible for a balance of achievement and spirit. 

R.E.K. 


“Scenes from my Study Window” 


Fluff forming on my post-university chin, I emerged from my Bulawayo flight into an 
impenetrable heat with not a little weariness. And now, here I sit, two years later at my “study 
window”, the Jacarandas gaunt and out of bloom but the early summer’s sun heating. Life 
comes full circle, Falcon ebbs and flows like the seasons; I am but one actor on this great 
stage... 


When I was transported into this oasis of green upon a drying veld, I was struck by Falcon’s 
charm. The low white-washed buildings; the muffled yelps of boys on Founders Field; Mac’s 
fez and bell; the weaver bird’s nests in the trees: it was like some ivory palace with porcel- 
laneous charms, etched and glazed in Royal Doulton and held softly in the palm of a bygone 
age. Iwas very much an outsider. I tasted Castle beer for the first time from a veranda and I was 
actually interested in the call of the “go away” bird. I was an outsider to the school on my 
arrival and I was an outsider to the country. As Isat at my study window I found that the view 
was an unfamiliar one and on tilting back from my desk, chewing on a pen top, saw a new 
world; a new world with its growing traditions and its peculiar foibles, that was perpetrating 
itself along a carefully defined path like the virginia creeper that crept around my window. 
Falcon was still in the progress of growth and change and I was to be part of it for a 

_ short while. 


Isqueezed out my first lessons like teeth in a baby’s mouth and wore a tie for more than two 
consecutive days. Armstrong warned me of ‘puffys’ and Marais subtly wove his wit around me 
like the very heat I had transcended into. I developed a spiffing tan — very un-Pom like and 
endeavoured to smoke red Madisons and wear vellies every day for the next two years 
(although Dunphy always possessed a finer pair). I dripped Versailles from my armpits across 
austere whitewashed classrooms and discussed the finer points of proportional representation 
with the ‘B’ squareds’. 

Falcon, I soon learnt, produced Olympians; boys of technical wizardry on the playing 
fields, who swelled their bodies to obscene dimensions and chewed on vitamin pills at lunch- 
time. I witnessed their efforts with a sense of sham superiority. I was never a sportsman but I 
shamelessly basked in a common glory. My true extra-curricular vocation was to bore boys 
(no, the sentence has not finished) with traditional comedies on the stage. I was not a man of 
reason when faced with the teak-like acting of some individuals. Ignashed, snarled, stomped, 
bellowed and spat my way through the best part of the rehearsals like a poisonous, greasy- 
haired little Caliban, tormented by some great Thespian god. It was a performance of pure 
vitriol (sometimes). I found myself consumed by the eternal conflict between the creative and 
the organisational — not the best of bed-fellows but more like long distance pen-friends. 
Hours spent in the hall during the dry winter term will be those which I best remember in years 
to come. I loved it. I hope I never have to go through it again. 

What of my ‘study window’? I watched first-formers carry messages like trench-runners 
whilst Bush and Gorbachev communicated. I read about the downfall of a British govern- 
ment, six thousand miles away whilst Rogers, the librarian’s assistant, swept the carpet. I 
tackled the complexities of the Cold War in class as the Berlin Wall came thundering down. I 
watched a game of rugby as Iraq swallowed Kuwait. 
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The final view from my study window is of gathering clouds, churning over the Mulu- 
ngwanes, faint lines of rain daubing my window before the storm. My window is narrow; my 
vision restricted, but [have seen a new world in Falcon, insular and parochial yet reflecting the 


changing shades of other worlds. Falcon has given me much. I shall miss it. 
‘TB: 


CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
Mylne Society 


Chairman: M. TSHUMA 
Secretary: A.J. FLETCHER 
Treasurer: D.W.R. LASHBROOK 


The Inaugural Speeches this year presented us with some fine wit, perhaps best exempli- 
fied in M. Fleming’s speech on the uses of “Five Dollars’’, in which he concluded by deciding to 
donate the money to medical research in the hope that a cure could be found for the 
“malignant monarch tumour’’. Some interesting views and opinions emerged in the second 
term Desert Island Discs meeting, of which the highlight for me was undoubtedly the five- 
minute spell of interjections while musical silence reigned as one embarrassed member 
searched for the correct track on his cassette tape. 

Guest speakers during the year were Mr Robin Fleming who spent 1990 teaching at the 
College on exchange from New Zealand, and Dr Kirk, who hails from Vienna and spoke on the 
changing political scene in Eastern Europe. At the annual dinner in the third term Mr E._J. 
Marais, an honorary life member of the Society, was invited by the Committee to give an 
address, and he gave an account of the history of the Society and highlighted some of the 
careers of its more illustrious former members. 

Two outings were undertaken this year to see the films Dead Poets Society and Driving 
Miss Daisy, both of which were enjoyed by the members, although the latter was, surprisingly, 


regarded as something of an intellectual exercise. 
R.J.H. 


Debating Society 


President: MRS A. HOOLE 
Chairman: M. 'TSHUMA 
Secretary: J.C. UDALL 
Committee Members: B.O. STEAD, K.J. UDALL 


The Debating Society had a successful year in 1990. In the past the focus has mainly been 
on senior members and complex debates but this year we had several debates specifically 
geared to the ability and interests of juniors. These junior debates were extremely beneficial to 
the society and revealed some hidden talent. The senior part of the Society was particularly 
strong this year and several interesting debates took place. 

The Public Speaking competition was popular as usual. Tredgold won the Gordon cup and 
Tredgold and George Grey the Herring cup. M. Fleming won the Humphreys cup for the best 


senior speaker while M. Chase was the best junior speaker. 7 
J.C.U. 
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Chess Club 


Member of staff in charge: MRS S.M. JACKSON 
Captain: M. CLARK 
Vice-Captain: J.A. BION 


With a current membership of 64 players, the Club has now reached a maximum size. As 
has-happened since 1989, no beginners are accepted in the first term. New players entering 


Form 1 are seeded during the course of the First Term before the start of the Inter-House 
Matches. 


The Macdonald-Taylor Trophy was won this year by Founders House. Eligibility for the 
House teams is restricted to Club members who have been seeded during the course of the 
term. A second tournament tg select the best individual player was held in the Third Term. 
Form IV players voluntarily excused themselves from the tournament, as an 18-month play- 
off would have interfered with their study time for the public examinations. A generous cash 
donation for the prizes went to: M. Masimbe, M. Clark, V. Pharshotam. The Club members 
gratefully acknowledge other generous gifts of chess sets from Mr & Mrs P. Thornycroft, and 
Mr and Mrs A. Carter-Renaud. 

The team again travelled to Harare to participate in popular matches against several 
Harare schools, and had a series of matches in Bulawayo. 


S.M.J. 


Prahecq Club 


Member of staff in charge: MRS S.M. JACKSON 
Assisted by: MR R.B. HARRISON, MRS G. GASS 


For the first time, cassette recordings were exchanged between the club operating in 
France (known as the Falcon Club) and our School French Club. The club members in France 
recorded an imaginative selection of readings from the classic ‘‘Le Petit Prince” by Antoine de 
Saint-Exupéry, which is now used as a Form 3 setbook. 

In the ordinary course of events, members of the Sixth Form in the French Department at 
Falcon are invited in the April holidays to spend two weeks in the homes of club members in 
France. However, this year nine student teachers from alocal college pre-empted our privilege 
by claiming the same facility, and so our Sixth Form made other arrangements. Madame 
Tonolo has assured us that arrangements will return to normal next year. 

The nature of the Prahecq Club will change a little when it becomes a Club for Form 3 
pupils, whose command of French permits them to participate in a pen-friend scheme with 
their French counterparts. 


S.M.J. 
Video Club 


Chairman: D. NDEBELE 
Committee: J.D. SMITH, T.A. CHIKWAKWATA, M. USHEWOKUNZE 


This was rather a quiet year for the Club with most of the members’ energies being 
channelled towards the filming of sporting and cultural events during the year. Unfortunately 
the paucity of equipment and proper working facilities did mean that many potential 
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members were frustrated during the year and only a select few had the opportunity to develop 
their talents. 


The one constructive piece of work was a short documentary type film conceived and 
executed by Taffy Chikwakwata with “Life on a Gold Mine” as the subject. It is visualised 
that, with the completion of the new Resources Centre, more of this type of work will be 
undertaken. Certainly the activities of the Club will be broadened. 


Sales of the School Film, shot and edited with the help of a professional group in Bulawayo 
in 1989, have gone well and orders are still trickling in. 
D.J.F. 


Senior Natural History 


Master in charge: MR R.R. HARTLEY 
Chairman: J.K. LYON 
Secretary: P.D. HUGO 
Committee: D.J. VELDSMAN, N.E. FITZROY, C.D.D. GOODWIN 


The Society had an active year, characterized by work done in the field and good attend- 
ance, with over thirty regular membes. Meetings were held on Friday afternoons with videos 
and talks in the evening and several outings over weekends. Credit is due to P.D. Hugo who 
took excellent notes as secretary, especially of lectures by Mr D. Evans, MrN. Greaves, Mr G. 
Rasmussen and Mr M. Robertson. 


The number of members in the field was encouraging although there was a lack of feedback 
on data. Again the log book suffered with few entries but some individuals managed to excel. 
C.D.D. Goodwin and N.E. Fitzroy covered a number of species of birds and were often in the 
field, with both recording active Tawny Eagles and Wahlberg’s Eagles. J.K. Lyon and 
D. Dudman covered a lot of ground studying the Lanners at Three Fingers and the African 
Hawk Kagle at Seven Sisters. Both members are involved in a project for the Marjory Sanders 
essay prize, but were unable to complete it by the end of the third term. J.K. Lyon was awarded 
the book prize for this year. 

The Atlas card system was run successfully by C.L.H. Masterson who also put forward a 
large portion of the nest record cards. Twenty Atlas cards were completed through the year 
with ten cards for Heany Junction grid square. Other squares covered were Tuli, Napier and 
Esigodini. Duckworth and Smith spent much time in the field and produced the bulk of the 
122 nest record cards. 

A number of lectures were given through the year. These included Mr D. Evans on game 
capture, mainly dealing with the capture and translocation of rhino; Mr N. Greaves a slide 
show on wildlife photographs taken mostly in Hwange (but also other regions); Mr 
G. Rasmussen on various reptiles collected on an expedition and finally Mr M. Robertson of 
the Peregrine Fund Inc., USA, on his work with Peregrines throughout the world. He later 
gave a display on climbing techniques, which was very popular amongst the members, a 
number of whom were lucky enough to try out the new methods of climbing first hand. 

An excellent series of videos were shown over the year on Friday evenings, thanks to the 
acquisition of a new video recorder which is shared with Chubb House. 

Several outings over weekends were made to Matopos in search of Peregrine and Lanner 
falcons nesting sites, with known sites being checked and recorded. Members of the Club were 
able to participate in these outings. 

Two members, D. Dudman and K.B. Fearon are accompanying the Z.F.C. Falcon Survey 
to Chizarira and Chirisa. 

J.K.L. 
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Junior Natural History 


Master in charge: MR G.A. MACDONALD 
Secretary: A.G.G. MIDDLETON 


The Society started 1990 with thirty-two members and maintained this number through- 
out the year — somewhat of a record! A feature has been the high level of attendance at the 
weekly meetings. Minutes were kept and interesting observations of mammals, birds and 
reptiles were made. It was obvious from these that there was a high level of interest and alsoa 
clear indication that there were several knowledgeable naturalists in the group. Most of these 
came from three primary schools — Whitestone, Murray MacDougal and Ruzawi — and it is 
clear that these schools encourage an interest in natural history. 


Early in the year two groups of six members each took part in Bird Watch 1990. The area 
around Nyankuni Dam was covered and each group recorded over eighty birds in a six hour 
period — an excellent effort! The highlights were the recording of an Ayres Hawk Eagle and an 
Osprey. 

Another activity which was enjoyed by all was the viewing of some excellent wildlife 
videos. This took place mostly in the first term on a Friday afternoon. These videos always 
formed the basis for discussions afterwards. 


The members, under the guidance of A.A.G. Middleton and 8S. Lightfoot, carried out work 
on erosion in the sandveld areas of Quiet Waters. Some excellent work was done and because of 
this Middleton and Lightfoot shared the Rob Laing Memorial Shield for Conservation. This 
award was well deserved. 


Two major outings took place. In the first term, a trip to the Matopos was enjoyed by 
twenty-five members. All mammals and birds were recorded, and a number of Black Eagle 
nests observed. The most enjoyable part of this trip was the long, but beautiful walk from 
Tozwana Dam to Inanke Caves and back. 


The most popular event was the weekend visit to Wabai on Debshan Ranch. This area isa 
naturalists’ paradise as it is teeming with wild life. Apart from the usual antelope, the 
members had an opportunity of seeing the captured eland which are at present being held ina 
boma but were going to be released onto the Ranch. A trip to the Cape Vulture colony was 
worthwhile. Quite a few members fished in the weir near the camp and some sizeable bream 
were caught, cooked and consumed. Some of the more energetic people, including Mr 
Macdonald and Mr R Fleming, climbed the formidable Wabai Kopje. Thanks are again due to 
Mr Dave Tredgold, Mr Colin Edwards and Mr Wayne Grant for the help in the outing 
possible. 

G.A.M. 


Falconry Club 


The Falconry Club has had another busy season with four female African Goshawks, one 
male African Goshawk and two female Black Sparrow hawks being flown. 

M.G. Figgins flew a passage musket African Goshawk “Rocky’’. This bird was recovered at 
Mtorashanga in January when he collided into a window. He made twelve kills. M.G. Figgins’ 
female African Goshawk ‘“‘Kez” made eleven kills. B.H. Cocker flew an intermewed haggard 
Goshawk female “‘Jingle’’. She has flown very well making thirty nine kills. C. Masterson flew 
a passage female African Goshawk “Ace” which had a lean season, accounting for just three 
kills. In her sixth season, “Tich”, a female African Goshawk had another excellent season 
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Karl Lyon lecturing to visiting group. 
Inca, Ayre’s Eagle on bow perch. Kermit F1 Peregrine next to block. 
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Brian Coeher with Little Sparrowhawk 


‘lying with her usual zest and perseverance. She took sixty-nine head during the day and 


another twenty-six at night using a spotligh i j 
; ght. She was flown by Triegaardt, who has 
two great seasons with her. . - nm 


B. Fearon had some very good hunting from ““Mphezi”, a twice intermewed female Black 
Sparrowhawk, taking nineteen head before she succumbed to a severe bout of aspergillosus. It 
was a very sad end to an excellent hawk. B. Fearon trained a passage female Black Spamow- 
hawk, kindly provided by Reg Querl. As this hawk had a wound on her leg incurred soon after 


A highlight of the year was the hack of one F2 and two F1 Peregrines. These three were often 
seen chasing quarry around the school and entertained particularly the Chubb House group, 
as they were based close by. A further two F2 and three F1 Peregrines have been produced. 
Three of these will be released as well. If the incubators had been used then the total would 
most likely have been ten captive-bred hawks! This takes a lot of feeding. 

Both of the Ayre’s Eagles were released in April, in front of the Atlas group. The male was 
seen a few times and returned for food as well. However, Inca, the eleven year old female 
disappeared. ; 

Several members took to the field and checked the eyries mainly of Lanner Falcons, 
Peregrines, African Hawk Eagles, Tawnys, Black Sparrowhawks and Wahlberg’s Eagles. 

An injured Bat, Hawk and Martial Eagle have been handled as well, the former being the 
subject of some valuable research on energetics and feeding behaviour. 


R.R.H. 
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Snake Club 


The lizard lay in the protective right-angled edge of the aquarium, playing possum to 
avoid the unwelcome attention of the olive grass snake. The large, fat lizard had in its turn 
shared in the rich spoils of early summer and had already shaken off two attempts by the 
slender olive to edge it one notch higher up the food chain. The snake hovered over its prey, 
alert to any movement which would trigger its hunting reflexes. Using its desperate diversion 
adaptation, the’ lizard twitched its tail, a defence mechanism that should have worked. The 
moving tail was seized by the snake and promptly shed by the lizard — the violence of the 
twitching slowed down the snake’s efforts to swallow it quickly, buying time for the lizard to 
escape. The tail continued to lash from side to side as the olive tried furiously to swallow the 
lively snack, a mere prelude to the main course. There was no escape in the confining 
aquarium and a leisurely main course soon followed. 

This is perhaps the essence of the Snake Club — there is always the routine hands-on dirty 
work to be done, and we conserve as far as possible the snakes sharing our Falcon oasis; but for 
the naturalist and keen observer, the interplay between the defensive and predatory instincts 
of prey and hunter shows one small facet in the intricate balance of Nature. Under the 
controlled conditions within the Club, members and visitors can witness what is seldom seen 
in the wild. 

We have been fortunate this year to have many enthusiastic young members in the Club, 
particularly boys who drop in and ask for something to do. It is a great pleasure to have these 
responsive doers, actively throwing themselves into our small branch of natural history. I 
must record our thanks to Mr K. Seiler for so regularly helping us out with boxes of frogs and 
rats. I must also thank Mr T. Cussans for sharing his knowledge and experience with us over 


the year. 
G.A. 


Photographic Club 


With a generally new and inexperienced intake to the Club, not many top grade photo- 
graphs were produced. The members, however, learned to use light effectively, how to develop 
films and creatively print these into photographs. 

In the course of the year, members were assigned to photograph winning teams of various 
houses, to record progress of Quiet Waters and, inevitably, to take many passport photo- 
graphs. 

Members:  E. Fleming D. Britton 
M. Jerrard J. Lyon 
A. Gemmil M. Kaulback. MK 


Woodsmoke Club 


The Woodsmoke Club has enjoyed some very successful outings this year, visiting places 
such as Gordon Park in the Matopos, the Robinsons’ Farm, the Gates of Paradise near 
Mbalabala, High Acres Dam on the Martins’ Farm and the Goddards’ Farm in 
Shangani. 
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We have developed a central core of boys in the junior forms who have attended most of the 
outings, enjoying a unique opportunity to develop basic cooking skills while appreciating the 
outdoors. 

The highlight this year were the trips to the Goddards’ Farm where Mr Goddard was kind 
enough to show us around. We experienced branding cows, climbing inside a leopard’s lair 
(fortunately the leopard was out) and bunny chasing amongst other things! 

Our thanks to everyone who allowed us to “woodsmoke” on their farms this year. 

La. 


Bee-keeping Society 


President: MR R.B. BREBNER 
Members: A.R. WHITTALL, P.G. WOODHOUSE, G.P. CANTER, M.T. CLARKE 


The Club has continued to thrive this year and the members have shown considerable 
interest. The small numbers in the Society have made it possible for the boys to manage their 
own hives and as a result two boys normally share a hive. 


A.R. Whittall and R.G. Woodhouse were fortunate to inherit a strong working colony from 
D. Wyrley-Birch who left at the end of last year. They had a successful cropping at the end of 
the first term, while some of the weaker hives did not yield much honey. 


The hives appear to have wintered well although unfortunately we lost one of the weaker 
ones to Wax Moth. In Matabeleland we are very much at the mercy of the weather, and at the 
time of writing there is still no sign of the long awaited first rains which are so important, and 
closely related to the end of season cropping of the hives. Unless we get rain fairly shortly our 
final cropping for the year will be adversely affected. 


Our thanks and appreciation to Mr M.R. Mylne, Mr C. Martin and Mr J. Bryan for 
allowing us to keep hives on their farms. 


R.B.B. 


Cattle Club 


Chairman: M.A. HOMANN 
Vice-Chairman: H.B.W. RUDLAND 
Secretary: R.R. ROBERTSON 
Committee: N.E. FITZROY, K. EMPACHER, C.D.D. GOODWIN, N.A.KAY 


There has been a number of significant developments in the Cattle Club in 1990. The herd 
has expanded from ten Tuli heifers to a mixed group of cows, weaners and calves numbering 
seventy-two head. Twenty cows with calves at foot were purchased from Mr and Mrs Bill 
McKinney at a more than reasonable price on C.S.C. finance. Six cows were donated by Mr 
Freddie Jocks and Mr and Mrs Phil Newton donated three Brahman heifers. The generosity of 
parents and interested parties has been outstanding. There are now thirteen calves, including 
nine Tulis, with one more Tuli expected any moment now. As a result of the expansion of the 
herd, the boys have had their work cut out, completing the handling and other facilities as well 
as physically dealing with the cattle — dipping, dosing, inoculating and branding. 


Considerable progress has been made on the facilities. With the help of Mr John Posselt 
and Mr Orbert Linde, the dip area is virtually complete and the dip should become fully 
operational next year. The fencing in the Wilderness Area has been repaired and completed 
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and a trough put in near the game fence. The Wilderness Area was in use until the fire during 
the August holidays. 

The fire which swept through the Wilderness Area and Quiet Waters has had considerable 
impact on the activities of the Cattle Club. The generosity and assistance of neighbours and 
friends were overwhelming at the time and have continued since. Unfortunately, very little 
grazing could be saved and the cattle were moved onto the small unburnt portion of Quiet 
Waters. When their impact on that limited area became too great, the Tulis with calves were 
moved to Paul Goodwin’s farm and Mike MyIne kindly offered what remained of the paddock 
around Longden’s Dam for the balance of the herd. Both farmers have also been affected by 
fires and their assistance is really appreciated. The lack of quality grazing has made mainten- 
ance vital and over $100 a week was being spent on blocks in September and October. Triangle 
very kindly stepped in and sent up seven tonnes of block and Molovite, which has been the 
saviour of the herd. Again, the generosity of Ian Middleton and Triangle is greatly ap- 
preciated. 

At present the herd is in a reasonably stable condition. The heat and drought in October 
and November did not help much and although there has been some rain, recovery is going to 
be slow. Cows with calves were struggling, but we hope there will soon be enough green bite to 
bring them through. 

The boys have continued working on all aspects of stock management and ranch develop- 
ment. They have done much of the physical work in completing the pens and have ably 
assisted with feeding. They also carried out branding, dipping, inoculating and drenching of 
the herd. Mark Homann and a small number of stalwarts have kept things going and there 
should be reasonable interest among the current third years next year. 

Those people who have given assistance this year have been mentioned and thanks to them 
must be reiterated. Thanks must also go to the Quiet Waters committee which has been so 
supportive during the difficult period following the fire. A final vote of thanks goes to the boys, 
who have found the problems of developing a livestock unit under extremely adverse condi- 
tions — fire and drought — trying, but challenging. 


M.A.C. 
Computing at Falcon 
Masters in charge: MR'T. MATATU and MR 'T.M. DUNPHY 
Rapid changes in computer technology have led to a proliferation of computers into every 


sector of the economy. The Falcon philosophy has always been to provide and equip every boy 
with the basic skills and the accompanying proclivity of mind to enable him to participate in 
and contribute meaningfully to the world in which he will live. It is within the context of this 
rapid change that the Falcon philosophy has to be translated into practical curriculum 
structures. The Computer Department has therefore been asked to provide a computer 
curriculum that takes into account the rapid changes and which is relevant. to the boys’ future 
needs, the needs of the overall school curriculum and, above all, that is cost-effective. 


Computers in schools (other than those dedicated to school administration and finance) 
have a dual purpose. Firstly, computers are used as instructional tools — in computer-aided 
learning. In this regard, the French Department has taken an exemplary lead. Mrs S. Jackson, 
Head of the French Department, has now integrated all her teaching with computer-aided 
learning packages. Other Departments are keen to emulate Mrs Jackson but the availability 
of software has remained the major constraint. Secondly, computers are used to teach 
Computing and Computer Science. Since we acquired our versatile network of computers, 
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computing here has largely been taught at the Club level. Computing has, therefore, been 
largely an extra curricular activity. This mode of operation was not entirely cost-effective in 
that only about one and a half hours a day were available for computing and, for that matter, 
to a limited number of boys since we have only light Econet terminals. 


School policy is that computing should now become an integral part of the curriculum. To 
this end, a spacious wing to be suitably fitted, has been allocated to the Computer Depart- 
ment at the Resources Centre now under construction. The new computer centre will be 


equipped with enough micro-computers to enable full integration of computers into the 
curriculum. 


The Computer Club will still continue to operate in the afternoons. The Club will provide 
the boys doing Computer Studies with the opportunity to extend their programming skills so 
as to enable them to do their projects, and more generally it will aim to extend and enrich the 
computing skills of interested members to higher levels of sophistication. 


It is also proposed that the field of computer-aided learning be extended to all subjects. 
The Computer Department is well aware that optimum utilisation of computers in teaching 
and learning can only be realised with the provision of appropriate software in all subject 
areas. Provisions of software in all subject area is being vigorously pursued. 


The Computer Department hosted a one-and-a-half days Schools’ Computer Seminar in 
June. The theme of the seminar was “Computer Applications in Schools”. Well over thirty 
delegates from different schools as well as from the University of Zimbabwe, Ministry of 
Education, a reputable computer company and the private sector attended. In all about 
fifteen papers and demonstrations were presented at the seminar. The Seminar was the first of 
its kind and provided participants with the forum to exchange ideas and experiences, discuss 
trends and exchange software. Delegates found the seminar informative and helpful in 
facilitating decision-making with regards to the role of computers in school and, of course, the 
exchange of vital but scarce software. 


A direct spin-off from the Seminar was the realisation that schools had to adopt a universal 
approach to computer policies if they are ever to survive the rapid changes taking place in the 
world of computing today and keep abreast of these changes. To this end, a Computers in 
Education (Bulawayo Branch) Committee has been set up. A member of the Computer 
Society of Zimbabwe (Bulawayo Chapter) sits on this committee and Falcon College is 
represented. The main functions of the Committee will be to liaise with the Computer Society, 
Commerce, Industry and the Ministry of Education Curriculum development Unit on all 
matters affecting computer curricular in schools, and more generally to formulate computer 
staff development programmes. 


T.M. 


SPORTS 
Rugby 1990 


Falcon rugby has continued to receive the support and enthusiasm of pupils, staff and 
spectators which it had in the past. It has been a team effort in 1990, with parents, interested 
parties and senior boys filling in coaching gaps to maintain high standards in the game. The 
success of the First XV reinforced the desire of other schools to beat Falcon and there is no 
doubt that the College will be hard-pressed to maintain its reputation with the expansion of 
rugby throughout the country. 
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Thanks go to Iain Buchanan and Freddie Jocks for their contributions to coaching and the 
time and effort they were prepared to spend at Falcon. The staff continued to show dedication 
and enthusiasm, spending long hours on trains and buses as well as fields and giving up 
virtually every Saturday for rugby. First XV players assisted with coaching and refereeing, 
and their efforts are greatly appreciated by hard-pressed staff. Finally, thanks must go to 
those parents who have made the First XV tour of the UK possible: it will provide an opportu- 
nity to test an unbeaten side against some of the best ones in England. 


The senior groups met with success to a great extent, showing the depth of rugby at open 
level. The junior groups were not quite so successful. There appears to be a lack of real pace at 
U13, U14 and U15 levels and although pressure was maintained throughout matches, inevit- 
ably break-away tries by the opposition led to defeats. Some of the A teams do not have the 
speed to score tries consistently, which is a considerable disadvantage. On the positive side, 
skill levels seem to be rising — scrumming, lineout work, rucking and handling were well 
developed by the end of the season in most groups. Even in the successful mini-rugby league, 
boys showed a high degree of skills. A critical weakness lies in poor tackling, which must be 
remedied. Boys must remember that it is difficult to beat a side that can’t be scored against — 
the First XV had only 8 tries scored against it throughout the season. 


FIRST XV — AN UNBEATEN SEASON 


The Falcon 1st XV had an outstanding season in 1990. The team started well in the pre- 
season festival with good wins against Churchill and Marondera, but the match against 
Prince Edward as a curtain raiser to the World Cup play-off at the Police Ground revealed 
some weaknesses. Only desperate defence and a break away try allowed a narrow one-point 
win. In the season proper the team went from strength tostrength. Plumtree managed to force 
a draw with a last-minute try in the first encounter at Plumtree, but were soundly beaten in 
the return match held in the Lowveld. The high point of the season was the second match 
against Prince Edward, played in Harare. Both teams were highly committed and played 
some of the finest schoolboy rugby seen in Zimbabwe this decade. Rugby was the true winner, 
but Falcon was fortunate to amass more points than Prince Edward by scoring a try in the 
dying moments of the game. 

The statistics for the season were: played 15; won 14; drew 1; lost 0. 537 points were scored 
for; 90 against. 89 tries were scored for; 8 against. This is an impressive record indeed and can 
be attributed to a number of factors. The majority of the team had had some overseas 
experience in 1989, which was to prove invaluable. Emphasis was placed on a high level of 
basic skills — passing, receiving, picking up, rucking, driving, tackling and support — and 
continuity, which is the key to the modern game. The forwards gained good possession in set 
pieces, particularly in the scrums where the front row dominated. Use of the short side and 
good supportive play by the back row frequently gave the backs good ball going forward and 
plenty of space to move in. The wings scored the majority of tries, a sign of good rugby, and 
benefited from the thrust of the fullback breaking the gain line. That the wings scored 25 and 
23 tries respectively is an indication of the quality of rugby played by the side. Powerful 
forward play gave the backs the opportunities to display their considerable individual flair. 
Some of the moves used looked simple in execution, but were breathtakingly effective as a 
result of high skill levels and teamwork. The style and commitment of the Falcon team made 
it one of the finest schoolboy sides seen in this country ever — a sentiment expressed by many 
of the pundits after the Prince Edward match. 

Four Falcon boys were selected for the Zimbabwe School’s team and thirteen represented 
Matabeleland at some point in the season. Eleven Falcon boys played for the Matabeleland 
School’s XV against the touring Cornwall-Devon side, narrowly losing by 20-25. At the end of 
the year the Falcon squad will be travelling to the U.K. for a five-match tour against some of 
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the top public schools. It will also be taking part in the Bryanston Festival, where it will meet 
an Australian side, Shore School from Sydney. Its success or lack of, will give an accurate 
indication of the strength of schoolboy rugby in Zimbabwe. 


Results 

Pre-Season Festival 

vs Marondera : won 34- 3 
vs Churchill : won 39- 0 
vs Prince Edward : won 10- 9 
Season 

vs CBC : won 32- 0 
vs St John’s : won 63- 3 
vs Plumtree :drew 16-16 
vs St George’s : won 44- 0 
vs CBC : won 44- 3 
vs Lomagundi : won 37- 3 
vs Peterhouse : won 18- 6 
vs Milton > won 49-12 
vs Prince Edward : won 23-19 
vs Cathedral Sch Hereford : won 61- 3 
vs Milton : won 33- 6 
vs Plumtree : won 34- 7 


Rugby Awards 1990 


Honours A. MITUMBILI (re-award) (Captain of Ist XV), G.J. WHITTALL 
(re-award), J.L. WAY, C.E. van der RIET. 

Colours P. SIBANDA, A.N. MEAD (Vice-Captain), P.D. BARTON, 
S.0. GONERA, R.J. BECKS, P.M. RIDGEWELL. 

50 Club L. SCHEEPERS, J.H. ELLIOTT, J.M. THORNYCROFT, 


H.H. STREAK, D.W.R. LASHBROOK, I.R.J. MOODIE. 


Representation 


Matabeleland Schools 
A. MITUMBILI (Captain), J.L. WAY, G.J. WHITTALL, H.H. STREAK,. 
R.J. BECKS, 8.0. GONERA, L. SCHEEPERS, I.R.J. MOODIE, 
D.W.R. LASHBROOK, P.D. BARTON, C.E. van der RIET, 
A.N. MEAD, P.M. RIDGEWELL. 

Selectors’ XV P. SIBANDA, H.H. STREAK 

Zimbabwe Schools 
J.L. WAY, G.J. WHITTALL, S.O. GONERA, C.E. van der RIET, 
A. MITUMBILI. 

Citation for coaching and refereeing — M. TSHUMA 

L.M.R. and M.A.C. 


FIRST XV RUGBY TOUR — U.K. 1990 


The tour started off somewhat inauspiciously on the evening of Wednesday 5th December, 
with a delay caused by hail at Bulawayo Airport. Fears of the vagaries of the weather increased 
on Thursday 6th when fog caused a six-hour delay and an unplanned visit to Manchester 
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before landing at Gatwick. This did not, however, deter the enthusiasm of the party and once 
feet were on English soil there was a determination to get on with it and enjoy the tour. The 
first night in England was spent at the Royal Artillery Barracks, Woolwich. This was kindly 
organised by Col. Guy Hatch C.B.E., an old friend of Falcon, who also took the party on a 
fascinating tour of the R.A. Medal Collection, providing a witty commentary as he went along. 
Thanks go to Col. Hatch for his time and interest. 

The group departed for Street in Somerset on the morning of the 7th December in a most 
impressive coach, complete with V.C.R., cassette tape and coffee machine. A brief stop to 
change travellers’ cheques and a tour through the middle of London delayed progress some- 
what. It was wet and dark when the coach arrived in Street and the party was met by Rod 
Speed, 1st XV coach at Millfield. The boys were collected by their hosts and the staff attended 
Millfield’s staff end-of-term party before going home with the Speeds. 

The first practice on English soil was held on Saturday morning in conditions which gave 
the boys some idea of what was to come weather-wise. The temperature was dropping rapidly 
and handling was difficult. There was snow on the nearby Mendips and ice on cars. Enthu- 
siasm did not flag and the boys left the field keen for the match on Sunday. The remainder of 
Saturday was taken up by visits to the historic cathedral at Wells, a view of Glastonbury 
Abbey and a brief shopping visit to Bath, where the staff had tea in the Pumproom. The match 
between Bristol and Moseley which was on the programme had been cancelled, but the party 
proceeded to Bristol R.F.C. and had dinner there, hosted by Nigel Harding, former English 
scrum half. It was a pleasant occasion, but the hopes for the match on Sunday declined as 
snow continued to fall throughout the afternoon and evening. 


On Sunday morning most of Street and Millfield were snow-covered, but it was a clear day 
and the snow melted. A threatening wind dropped and wet, but fine conditions prevailed. 
Falcon went on the attack immediately andia try was scored within two minutes of the kick off 
after a break by Svinu Gonera. Richard Becks put over a penalty and Millfield replied with a 
try. The half time score was 7-4 to Falcon. A period of immense forward pressure early in the 
second half resulted in a further try, by Jason Way, which was goaled by Richard Becks. He 
also put over another penalty to push the score to 16-4. Falcon then relaxed and Millfield came 
back into the game. They scored a goal and converted a penalty to bring the score to 16-13. The 
dying moments of the match were exciting, with Millfield attacking desperately and Falcon 
defending grimly. A lack of match fitness and weak handling became apparent. Falcon, 
however, managed to hold out and the final score was 16-13. It was good to have a win under the 
belt so early in the tour. The spirit in which the game was played was particularly pleasing and 
comments from spectators were favourable. A dinner was held at Millfield in the evening and 
then the party was introduced to skittles, Somerset-style, at the Tor Rugby Club. It was a 
fitting end to a good day. 


The party bade farewell to Millfield friends after breakfast and after another shopping 
stop-over in Bath, proceeded to Wellington College in Crowthorne, Berkshire. Our host at 
Wellington was John Martin, former Somerset opening bowler, and once again the organisa- 
tion was superb. A dinner was laid on for the Falcon and Wellington players in the evening and 
it was a great succees. The following morning a brief practice was held and then the group 
departed for Twickenham to watch the ‘Varsity match. It is difficult to describe the at- 
mosphere of the occasion. Some 50 000 people attended the match, with coaches and buses 
arriving from all over the country. The disciplined but jovial atmosphere was most impres- 
sive. It was a fine match, with the underdogs Oxford playing a more committed and construc- 
tive game to win the match amid great excitement. The party then returned to Wellington to 
enjoy a Christmas dinner. 


On the morning of the 12th December the coach departed for Radley College, near 
Abingdon in Oxfordshire. The weather, fickle as ever, showed signs of deteriorating. A good 
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lunch was enjoyed, with host Peter Johnson in close attendance. The sky darkened anda frigid 
north wind blew across the magnificent grounds of Radley. The Falcon boys found themselves 
facing a very powerful Radley pack (unbeaten in England) combined with slick Wellington 
backs. The score at half time was 7-4 in Falcon’s favour, but the remorseless Radley pack was 
taking its toll, both in the set pieces and in second phase. The combined flyhalf used the wind, 
blowing diagonally downfield, to keep the ball in front of his forwards and drive Falcon back. 
Radley’s forward dominance became even more apparent and a desperate Falcon was unable 
to prevent the Combined side from scoring 4 more tries close to the posts. The final score of 
29-7 reflected the skill and efficiency of the Radley-Wellington combination, which tradi- 
tionally comes together to play overseas teams. A splendid dinner was held in the evening 

attended by the Rector of Radley, Dennis Silk, and the Master of Wellington, Jonty Disiiver, 


and their spouses. It was a great occasion, held in the magnificent Radley hall, and the Falcon 
contingent lost some of its despondency. 


On the morning of the 13th December the party departed for Oundle in Cambridgeshire. 
Our genial host there was Terry Cobner, former Welsh captain and British Lions player. A 
practice was held in the afternoon on Oundle’s well-drained, relatively dry field. The defeat at 
Radley was forgotten and heads were raised again. In the evening the party went to Peter- 
borough to watch “Presumed Innocent”, which was most intriguing. Friday morning was 
spent looking around Oundle. The school, over five hundred years old, forms much of the 
village and has most impressive facilities. 


The match against Oundle took place in clear, dry conditions. From the outset it was 
apparent that the Falcon pack was dominant. The backs clicked, but were frustrated by good 
midfield defence by the Oundle pack. A try was scored late in the first half and another early 
in the second half, which was goaled by Richard Becks. Unfortunately Jason Way left the field 
with a knee injury which was to keep him out of the remaining matches of the tour. A try by 
Oundle and two penalties by FaJeon completed the score-line of 16-4 in Falcon’s favour. The 
team played well and the result provided a much-needed confidence booster. A reception was 
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held in the evening and momentoes were exchanged. The Falcon staff then attended Christ- 
mas dinner at Sanderson House and were entertained by House plays similar to those put on at 
our House Suppers. It really was a pleasant and impressive evening. The following day, 
Saturday, was spent resting and in the afternoon the party attended the Leicester v Bristol 
match in Leicester. Leicester dominated and ran out easy winners. 

On the morning of Sunday 16th December the party departed for Bryanston in Dorset. A 
brief stop for lunch and sight-seeing at Stratford-on-Avon punctuated the journey. Un- 
fortunately we arrived too early to be able to go through the Shakespeare Centre, but managed 
to gain an impression of the cultural and historic importance of the town. The party arrived at 
Blandford Forum in Dorset at about 4 o’clock in the afternoon. It was familiar to those of the 
boys who had played against Bryanston in 1990. We were greeted by old friend Mike Pyrgos 
and moved in for the final stage of the tour — the international festival at Bryanston. St. 
John’s from Harare were already there, having completed the Irish leg of their tour. 

A practice was held on Monday morning to rearrange the team as a result of injuries which 
sidelined some of the players. The rest of the day was spent relaxing and recuperating, 
preparing for the match against Shore School of Sydney on Tuesday. Prince Edward joined us 
in the evening as did other teams from Australia, Wales and England. 

The match against Shore was the main game of the day. Falcon went onto the attack 
immediately and managed to establish some dominance up front. Good possession was 
obtained from both set pieces and second-phase play. The backs ran incisively, but then over- 
elaborated and failed to finish. A goal was scored in the first half, but two vital penalty 
attempts were missed. Shore replied with a try and the half-time score was 6-4 to Falcon. 
Another try was scored midway through the second half by Falcon and Shore replied with a try 
yet again, to make thescore 10-8. It was a tense, exciting battle, with both teams showing great 
commitment. In the dying moments of the match, a missed clearance by Falcon allowed Shore 
to counterattack. Falcon went offside at a ruck close to the line and Shore converted the 
penalty to take the score to 10-11 in Shore’s favour. In spite of frantic counterattacks by 
Falcon, Shore held out and Falcon suffered a second defeat. R.F.U. referee Gordon Hewitt 
described the match as one of the finest he has refereed with both sides showing high levels of 
skill and determination. Wednesday 20th December was spent with a light practice to prepare 
for the Stonyhurst match and watching the other matches of the festival. The Falcon reserves 
combined with Prince Edward to play against Warwick after one of the schools was unable to 
play. It was an exciting match, with vociferous support from the Zimbabweans present, but 
Warwick was able to win comfortably. 


The match against Stonyhurst was the culmination of the tour. Stonyhurst had lost some 
players who had left to attend trials in Lancashire and were unfortunate to meet Falcon atits 
formidable best. The score at half time was 18-0 and after the break, Falcon turned on the 
pressure to score 54 points. The final result was 72-0. The match, although one-sided, con- 
tained elements of great skill and drive. The forwards established total dominance and the 
backs were allowed to run off good ball all the time. Finishing was good and the tries, 14 in all, 
piled up. It was a fitting end to a good tour. 

The Bryanston Festival ended with yet another magnificient dinner. Referee Gordon 
Hewitt spoke extremely well, with pithy and amusing comments on the highlights and 
incidents of the Festival. He was very complimentary to Shore and Falcon, commending us for 
playing what he regarded as the match of the festival. It was a most welcome pat on the back, 
confirmation that the effort and expense put into the tour was justified. 


Tour Results: 
vs Millfield School : won 16-13 


39 


vs Radley — Wellington : Lost 7-29 


vs Oundle School : won 16- 4 
vs Shore School, Sydney : Lost 10-11 
vs Stonyhurst College : won 72- 0 


Points for: 121 against 57 
Tries for: 122 against 10 
Played 5; won 3; lost 2 


Thanks must go toa number of people in connection with the tour. It must be pointed out 
that the list would be endless if everyone was included — any omissions are inadvertent. A 
small group of parents, Rupert van der Riet, Roger Whittall and Les Way, was the driving 
force behind setting up the tour and arranging finance. Rupert, in particular, has contributed 
significantly to Falcon rugby over the last two years. Our gratitude is extended to them. A tour 
is impossible without hosts and we are grateful indeed to a dedicated band of rugby men who 
extended the hospitality of their schools and homes to us. Rod Speed, John Martin, Peter 
Johnson, Terry Cobner, Mike Pyrgos and their assistants are part of the international family 
of rugby which makes touring possible and so enjoyable. Thanks go also to all those good 
people who so generously put Falcon boys up in their homes during the busy festive season. 
Every succcessful tour has an able administrator behind the scenes. Bob Rees of Rugby Travel 
was that man — the arrangements for the tour were impeccable and everything went without a 
hitch. The coaches are grateful to Bob for removing that burden from their shoulders. Finally a 
general vote of thanks goes to all those people within and without the College who contributed 


to the tour and without whose interest and assistance the tour would have been impos- 
sible. 


In conclusion, brief comment must be made on the performance of the Falcon First XV 
over the last few years. In 1986 and 1989 the First XV had unbeaten tours of the U.K. In 1990 
some of the strongest rugby schools in England were taken on, out of our season and in 
unfamiliar conditions. The team managed to win 3 out of 5 matches and received considerable 
commendation for its level of skill and commitment on the field, as well as for its performance 
off the field. The First XV has played 22 overseas schools and club sides during the last 5 years 
and has won 19 of those matches. That is an achievement in itself and is indicative that school 
rugby in Zimbabwe can hold its own virtually anywhere in the world. 


L.M.R. and M.A.C. 


Cricket 1990 


The new decade started on an encouraging note for Falcon cricket. With the lst XI showing 
the way no less than four teams were unbeaten during the year. No fewer than seven players 
from the 1st XI represented Zimbabwe Schools at one stage or another during the year, which 
must be a record matched by few schools in the history of representative cricket in the country. 
More hundreds were scored in school matches throughout the College than has been the case 
for many years. Probably more important, however, was that over 200 pupils availed them- 
selves of the cricketing facilities at Falcon on a regular basis during the year. 


The first term was marked by several cancelled matches due to rain, an unusual pheno- 
menon in Matabeleland and therefore not one to bemoan. The third term was marked by 
exceptionally hot weather and well prepared hard wickets which invited the stroke players to 
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come into their own. The frustrations at the unpredictability of the N.R.Z., however, were 
very real and they made several inroads into the cricket programme. Alternative means of 
transport must be investigated urgently if our essential fixtures with Mashonaland Schools 
are to be honoured in the future. 


A glance at the results table will confirm that the future for cricket at Falcon is bright 
though the most worrying factor is the lack of real opposition some of our teams face. All sorts 
of suggestions have been made as to how to overcome this problem, but in reality there is really 
not a great deal that can be done. The College is riding on the crest of a wave which could very 
well become a dumper in the near future, and it is as well for all players to remember that no 
individual or team is invincible. Cricket, after all, is one of the great levelers in life. 


The U-13As proved to be too powerful for most teams they faced, with several individuals 
showing promise for the future. Davies, Duckworth, Jocks and Ferreira were seldom out of the 
runs while the bowling honours were shared by Watambwa, Paveley, Ferreira and Mudenda. 
The U/13Bs had an exciting if not completely successful year. The batting was moulded 
around the consistent Hayler and the swashbuckling Way while the bowling was in the hands 
of du Sart, Scott, Hildebrand, Veldsman and Way. 


The U/14A side was highly enthusiastic and well deserved its success this year. The batting 
showed depth with notable progress from Knight and Sissing. Q and M Nkala developed into 
fast, attacking opening bowlers, while O’Donovan showed maturity as a spin bowler and as 
captain. Madondo is a very promising wicket/keeper batsman. While the U/14Bs were not 
quite as successful they did enjoy a good year with Brown being the outstanding player with 
both bat and ball. He was ably assisted by Heathcote in particular. 

The U/15As did not have one of their better years, but showed great tenacity on occasions 
when their backs were against the wall. Gilmour would appear to be the player with the most 
promise in this group. The U/15Bs generally had a happier year playing their own brand of 
entertaining cricket. Duckworth was in the runs most frequently. 


The Third XI again had very few fixtures, their two losses being recorded against a much 
improved Milton Ist XI. The highlight of the year was the beating of Peterhouse by one run. 
Hutchings captained throughout the year and was the leading wicket taker. Bonsor, Tones 
and Nielsen had success as strike bowlers while Minshull, Conolly and Smart had some fine 
performances at the crease. 

The 2nd XI were an experienced and an enthusiastic team very ably led by S. Kendall who 
instilled an excellent spirit into the side as well as contributing significantly with bat and ball. 
He was ably assisted by Carle, Grant, Gibbs, Carter-Renaud and Condon. This was aside that 
could have taken on most Ist XIs in the country and not disgraced themselves. The memor- 
able highlights were the exciting drawn match and tie against old rivals Peterhouse. Other- 
wise they were seldom tested and yet maintained a competitive edge throughout. 

The Inter-House competition again provided entertaining internal cricket with two 
unpredicted but worthy winners. In the senior competition the number one seeds, Founders 
with their old campaigners, were comprehensively routed by the much younger George Grey 
side. As if to prove a point the Founders juniors squeezed home on a technicality against first 
seeds George Grey! 


In conclusion a heartfelt thanks to our two unsung heroes Mr J. Posselt, the Estate 
Manager and Mr A. McIntosh, the Caterer and their respective staff for their much needed 
and much appreciated back up service. 
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Team Records 


Played Won Lost Drawn Tied 
Ist XI 15 = 
2nd XI 9 
8rd XI 6 
15A ) 
15B 9 
14A 9 
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Ist XI CRICKET 


Captain: G.J. WHITTALL 
Vice-Captain: B.C. STRANG 


The fortunes of the first team were always going to be good when it was realised that the 
bulk of the team could be drawn from 6th and 4th Formers, thus providing the necessary 
continuity not often possible in this day and age. It was to be a young side from the outset but in 
terms of cricketing maturity this side was outstanding from the start. 


Ist XI CRICKET 
Left to right 
(Back row) S.O. GONERA, R.D.F. GODDEN, N.M. GAMMON, D.G. CARLE, 
J.R. ELLIOTT, H.H. STREAK, C.B. WISHART, J.D. FERREIRA. 
(Front row) R.P. GIFFORD, B.C. STRANG, G.R. WHITTALL (Captain), R.J. BECKS, 
A.R. WHITTALL. 
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4 = = D.J.F. 


In the first term, long grassed fields and docile wickets ensured a predominance of low 
scoring draws despite both captains contriving to achieve a result in the traditional 2 day game 
against Peterhouse. However, by the third term the well prepared pitches and faster outfields 
ensured some memorable batting and bowlers who had to work that much harder for their 
wickets. It says much for this side that when faced by almost impossible targets in their 
innings, caused on most occasions by excessive batting on the part of the opposition, they went 
about their task with positiveness and often reached the target with nonchalant ease. 


This positive approach was engendered by the captain, G. Whittall, who has a gift for 
leadership on the cricket field. He never asked anyone to do anything that he was not prepared 
to do himself and the enthusiasm he inspired went a long way towards making this happy and 
dedicated group. His fielding throughout was immaculate and he expected the same of his 
team mates. His battling, particularly in the 3rd term, was in a class of its own and his 
recognition by the National Selectors in the Zimbabwe B and Zimbabwe U’23 teams against 
the visiting Pakistani B team was thoroughly deserved. 


The youngsters Gifford, Elliott and Gonera showed great promise with the bat, while 
Wishart was disappointing until he came right in time to be selected for Zimbabwe Schools. 
Carle weighed in with some hefty innings at opening bat while Streak and Strang did enough 
to rate them as the two best all rounders in the country. Their contrasting styles made them a 
very useful combination with Strang claiming the most wickets (38) by a long way. Streak has 
all the makings of a very fast and penetrating bowler. In the first term the combination of 
Becks and Godden was almost unplayable but they struggled in the truer batting pitches of 
the third term. 


CRICKET 
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Falcon’s reputation over the last few years has been built on sound batting, excellent 
opening bowlers and strong leg-spinning. This year the opening bowlers were not deadly, but a 
string of more than competent off-spinners came under harness. A. Whittall was the most 
successful, gaining National Colours, while he was ably supported by Gifford and Carle. The 
wicket keeping duties were shared by M. Condon in the first term and J. Ferreira in the third. 
The potential of the latter, still in Form II, is significant though he still has a great deal to 
learn. 

The fielding on a whole was competent and neat, though there were inexplicable lapses, 
particularly with the catching at vital moments. Complacency, when there was not much 
pressure on the team, was a definite fault and one that made life far more difficult for them as 
cricketers. 


Results 

lst Term 

vs Plumtree Draw (Strang 4-22) 
vs Peterhouse Draw (Godden 5-16) 


vs C.B.C. 


vs Plumtree 


Won by 8 wkts 
Draw 


(Becks 4-22) 
(Gifford 75, Elliott 51) 


Tour 
vs Centenary Won by 4 wkts (Becks 82) 
vs Bindura Won by 128 runs (Whittall G. 54, Becks 54,) 
(Strang 51) 
(Strang 4-13) 
Festival 
vs Eaglesvale Draw (Elliott 87, Whittall g 79, Carle 50) 
vs Jameson Draw (Gonera 102, Strang 102) 
vs Prince Edward Won by 7 wkts (Whittall A. 4-49) 
3rd Term 
vs Plumtree Won by 6 wkts (Whittall G. 61, Whittall A. 5-35) 
vs Peterhouse Won by 3 wkts (Whittall G. 106, Elliott 80) 
vs Peterhouse Draw (Whittall G. 62, Gifford 4-31) 
vs Plumtree Won by 8 wkts 
vs St. Georges Won by 8 wkts (Gifford 76, Carle 58) 
vs C.B.C. (Whittall G. 56) 
Awards 
50 Club D.G. CARLE, J.D. FERREIRA, R.P. GIFFORD, R.D.F. GODDEN, 
S.0. GONERA, S.J. KENDALL (Captain 2nd XI) 
Colours R.J. BECKS, J.R. ELLIOTT, H.H. STREAK, C.B. WISHART, 
A.R. WHITTALL 
Honours: G.J. WHITTALL (re-award), B.C. STRANG 


Zimbabwe Schools: R.J. BECKS, J.R. ELLIOTT, B.C. STRANG, H.H. STREAK 
C.B. WISHART, A.R. WHITTALL, G.J. WHITTALL (re-award) 


Zimbabwe Fawns: 8B. GILMOUR DJF. 
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Hockey 1990 


If bare statistics mean anything, then 1990 was a more successful season than last year as 
we won a greater percentage of matches. However, winning is not all and the general level of 
enthusiasm and commitment from the players of all age-groups was good to see. The first 
game worked hard and set a good example to the other groups and the assistance of 1st and 
2nd XI players with junior games was valuable and appreciated. It was also encouraging to 
note that most teams played more matches than last year. 


The show-piece game of the year was the match against the Bedford/Uhlenhorst touring 
side. The match was very entertaining and the visit here was enjoyed by both the tourists and 
the College. Such visits are important to keep the game in this country exposed to the wider 
context of hockey as a world sport and links with overseas are always beneficial experiences 
both on and off the field. For the juniors, the highlight was the Mashonaland trip where we 
played Peterhouse and St. George’s. The 15A side had two hard fought draws while the 14A’s 
excelled themselves by coming back from 5-2 down to draw against Peterhouse and over- 
running St. George’s. Both U15 sides were undefeated during the season, the A side proving a 
very competitive unit and working well as a team. In the U14 age group R. Mitchell, K. 
Simpson and J. Thornycroft deserve mention for consistent good performance over the 
season. The U13 teams had their ups and downs, but K. Davies, G. Ferreira and D. Mudenda 
showed particular promise for the future, and the U 13 mini hockey team deserves con- 
gratulations for its success in one of the mini-hockey festivals. At the senior end, the 3rd XI 
completed an unbeaten season, while the 4th XI, lacking a consistent line-up played hard and 
did not disgrace itself. 


A mention can also be given to the staff “Bushtick” side which rounded off a successful 
season by defeating the 2nd XI fresh from its 8-0 victory over Plumtree. We have been pleased 
to have had Mr Rob Fleming and Mr P.J. Smyth with us this year. Their hard work with the 1st 
and 2nd XI teams was much appreciated. Mr Smyth’s penalty corner routine against 
Peterhouse will remain a talking point for years to come! Thanks are due also to all the other 
coaches and to Mr Posselt and the groundsmen for the fine maintenance of the fields. 

As usual, the House matches produced some exciting hockey with some surprise results 
and a close finish to both the senior and junior competitions. At a less exalted, but no less 
committed level, the senior and junior mini-leagues ran throughout the season giving a 
challenge and incentive to many who would not otherwise play competitive hockey. I believe it 
is so often true that the strength of the “A” teams lies in the strength of those who are not 
picked but keep the stars on their metal. 


We trust that in 1991 hockey at Falcon College will again provide a challenge and much 
enjoyment to all involved. 


R.B.H. 


Ist XI HOCKEY 


Having last represented the College seventeen years ago, it was a great thrill and privilege 
to coach the 1st XI in 1990. From the outset it was encouraging to see the players were still as 
keen and competitive as they had been back in the early seventies. 


The team had lost some key players from last season, but there was still a nucleus of 
experienced men. The initial results were a little disappointing, with draws against Plumtree 
and C.B.C., but these matches gave the team the opportunity to blend the new players with 
the more experienced. It soon became evident that the side had no real stars, and that the 
success they attained was much dependent on their ability to work as a unit. The team-work 
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Ist XI HOCKEY 


Left to right 
(Back row) R.D. REED, A.E. SELBY, R.D.J. STUART, S.N. EASTWOOD, 
C.B. MCNALLY, M. USHEWOKUNZE, C.A. GRANT. 
(Front row) L.G. KUTTNER, S.D. SMART, N.M. GAMMON (Captain), 
MR R.A. FLEMING, B.C. STRANG, S.J. KENDALL, S. LALLA 
(On ground) N. MADONKO 


improved greatly over the season, and when one considers that they only lost to two schools in 
Zimbabwe, the 1st XI can be very pleased with their efforts. 


The two encounters with St. George’s, which Falcon lost by one goal in both games, were 
hard fought matches. St. George’s proved too skilful, but to Falcon’s credit the team kept the 
pressure up and acquitted themselves very well. The 5-1 defeat by Bedford/Ulhenhorst was a 
terrific encounter. The team contained English and German Schoolboy internationals and 
their display of skills showed just what can be achieved at schoo!boy level. The ground for the 
match was excellent, the crowd enthusiastic, and the hockey fast and constructive. Having 
been 0-4 down after twenty minutes, Falcon played with a lot of character and did well to hold 
their visitors to 1-1 in the second half. For me the highlights of the season were Falcon’s 5-1 
defeat of Plumtree and the 3-2 defeat of Peterhouse. Against Plumtree the team capitalised 
on virtually every opportunity, with Smart having a splendid game, scoring four field goals. 
The Peterhouse match probably saw Falcon playing its best hockey. The lads were keyed-up 
for the encounter and played with determination and commitment through to the final 
whistle. 


The season began by having to find a new goalkeeper and Madonko, having never played in 
goal before, was chosen. His game improved tremendously as the term progressed because of 
enormous dedication on his part. He was fearless and once he overcame the problem of finding 
himself on the ground too often, he became very competent. The backs Gammon and Kendall 
built up a sound understanding of each other’s play, and once Kendall got used to playing the 
role of middle defender in the 3 : 3: 3: 1 formation, he became effective at marking the striker 
out of the game. Gammon as sweeper was quite superb. He seldom put a foot wrong in the 
second half of the season and was unlucky not to be selected for the National Schools’ team. 
Strang at centre-half was a tower of strength, particularly in his defensive play, while the 
wing-halves, McNally and Grant, combined effectively with the forwards. McNally improved 
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his stickwork a great deal as the season progressed and it was pleasing to see him taking on 
opponents with confidence. Grant, on the other hand, was an effective defensive half, shutting 
out virtually every right wing he encountered. The right wing, Ushewokunze (Mangu), was 
plagued by a knee injury during the season, but he frequently displayed useful stickwork 
which cut through opposing defences. Eastwood on the left wing scored a few important goals, 
but his control in breakaway situations was often limited and he never really penetrated with 
authority into the opposition’s circle. The inside forwards, Kuttner and Lalla, were tireless 
workers and did an admirable job in attempting to control midlfield. Kuttner, though requires 
a more confident approach and has to develop the initiative to make things happen. Lalla 
always gave of his best, but lacked a firm accurate shot at goal, which is so necessary at the 
inside left position. The centre forward, Smart, worked consistently, but there was a lack of 
communication between him and his inside forwards which resulted in far fewer goals being 
scored than should have been. 


Looking at the strengths and weaknesses, I would say, there were far more of the former 
than the latter. As a group they were splendid to work with; always eager to learn something 
and prepared to give of their best. Gammon as captain was excellent; he instilled a terrific 
spirit into the side, consistently led by example and was always full of encouragement. He was 
ably supported by Strang and together they moulded the team into a reasonably efficient unit. 
However, for games to be won goals must be scored and I encourage the up and coming hockey 
players of Falcon to:- 


) 


(a) practise their stickwork on a regular basis, and 

(b) practise scoring goals, at every opportunity. 

The defensive game has developed so much that one cannot simply reply on a sound trap and 
an accurately timed pass. One needs more than ever to be able to beat a player and shoot as 
quickly as possible. 

On behalf of the Ist XII would like to congratulate the 2nd XI on their excellent season. It 
was a young side with plenty of enthusiasm and above all they played fast positive hockey and 
had a definite appetite for goals. Together with a promising U15A side it augurs well for the 
future. 


Finally I would like to thank a number of people for their help during the season: Mr 
Macdonald for his sound advice and for the many occasions he umpired for us; Mr 
Fleming, who also very kindly took up umpiring duties for the 1st XI; and Mr Harrison, 
who very efficiently organised our fixtures, transport and generally guided me through 
the season. Last, but by no means least, my grateful thanks go to the Ist XI squad who 
made the season such an enjoyable one. 


1st XI Results 

vs Plumtree Drew 1-1 Won 1-0 Won 5-1 Lost 1-2 
vs Hamilton Won 7-0 

vs C.B.C. Drew 2-2 

vs St. John’s Won 5-1 

vs St. George’s Lost 0-1 Lost 1-2 
vs Eaglesvale Drew 2-2 

vs Prince Edward Won 2-1 Won 1-0 
vs Lomagundi Won 3-0 

vs Milton Won 1:0 

vs Midlands Won 7-0 

vs Bedford/Uhlenhorst Lost 1-5 

vs Peterhouse Won 3-2 
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Summary of Results 


PW DL FA PW DL sF iA 
Ist XI 17 +10 3 4 43 20 U14 A a 5 1 1 31 13 
2nd XI 15 11 2 2 46 14 U14B 8 5 2 1 16 5 
3rd XI 7 4 3 0 ii 4 U14C 1 0 0 1 0 3 
4th XI 3 1 0 2 8 8 UI3 A 5 2 2 1 10 3 
U15A 8 6 2 0 26 6 U13 B 9 7 0 2 23 3 
U15B 8 5 3 0 18 6 U13 C 2 1 0 1 5 2 
TOTAL 90 57 18 IS 237 87 TOTAL 90 57 18 15 237 87 
Leading Goalscorers 
19. R.D.J. STUART (1st/2nd XI) 
13. N.M. GAMMON (ist XI) , 
12. B. GILMOUR (U15 A); A.N. LAMBROS (2nd XI); S.D. SMART (ist XI) 

9.~ T.N. MADONDO (U14 A) 
Hockey Awards 
Senior House Hockey Cup: GEORGE GREY 
Junior House Hockey Cup: CHUBB 
Senior Mini-League Winners: FOUNDERS 
Junior Mini-League Winners: TREDGOLD 
Most Improved Senior Player: G.H. WEBB 
Most Improved Junior Player: R.C. MITCHELL 
Zimbabwe Schools: B.C. STRANG 
Matabeleland Schools A: N.M. GAMMON (Captain), S.J. KENDALL, 
L.G. KUTTNER, S.D. SMART, B.C. STRANG. 
Matabeleland Schools B: S. LALLA, H.S.M. USHEWOKUNZE (MANGU) 
Honours: N.M. GAMMON, B.C. STRANG 
Colours: S.J. KENDALL, L.G. KUTTNER, S. LALLA, 
S.D. SMART (re-award) 

“50” Club: S.M. EASTWOOD, C.A. GRANT, N. MADONKO, 


C.B. McNALLY, R.D.J. STUART, A.R. WHITTALL. 
R.J.F. and R.B.H. 


Athletics 1990 


The usual efficient organisation by House Athletics Captains ensured a keenly contested. 


Standards competition. Competitive spirit and enthusiasm gave good impulse to the start of 
the athletics season. At the end of the competition Tredgold emerged the winners, with Oates 
second and George Grey third. 


The Inter-house relay meeting, always an exciting affair, followed on from House Stand- 
ards. It was here that George Grey, in winning the event, displayed the extent of its talent and 
depth in athletics. Chubb was second with Tredgold third. 


Founders Day arrived with George Grey clear favourites to win over Tredgold, who had 
been champions the past two years. From the outset George Grey surged ahead and were never 


seriously challenged, to win with 600 points. Chubb were second with 446 and Tredgold third 
with 420. 
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ATHLETICS 1990 


Records were broken by: 


S.C. WELMAN UA7 Javelin 

R. SITHOLE U/17 100 metres & 200 metres 

C.D. KUREVA U/15 100m, 200m, Long Jump and Triple Jump 
Q. NKALA U/14 Triple Jump 

C.R. PITCHFORD U/14 100m 


C.D. Kureva’s performance, in equalising the 100 and 200 metre sprints records, and 
breaking records in the long and triple jumps, was quite outstanding. 


Inter-Schools competition began with an extremely exciting Hexagonal meeting held at 
Falcon. Plumtree, who last year were easy winners in both this competition and the Inter- 
Schools event, were not expected to be seriously challenged. In fact, however, Falcon, showing 
enormous team spirit and urged on by excited home gpectators, clung to a narrow lead in the 
afternoon and went on to win by the narrowest of margins. Of the eleven records in the 
meeting, Falcon did not break one, emphasising just how much of a total team effort the 
victory was. 


At the Matabeleland South Inter-Schools Championships, the superb Athletics talent of 
Plumtree was not to be denied. Plumtree were easy winners with Milton second and Falcon 
third. Falcon simply did not have the track talent to match the Plumtree ‘speedsters’. In the 
field events it was different and here, in the Javelin alone, Falcon won three of the four 
events. 

Adam Fletcher was an exceptionally good Athletics captain. He not only inspired through 
example, but his organisational skill and motivating influence gave Falcon Athletics in 
general a great boost. His hurdling technique was a joy to watch and he was in aclass of hisown 
in this event. 

Messrs. P.G. Westwood, P.J. Smyth, R.B. Harrison and R.A. Fleming are to be thanked 
for their many hours spent coaching and encouraging. 


Finally I.M. Conolly and his assistant D. Britten did outstanding service in helping to 
organise and co-ordinate athletics meetings. 


Awards D. BRITTEN _ Citation 
I.M. CONOLLY _ ‘50’ Club 
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P. Adair and A. Whittall hurding 
PhotoL E. Fleming 
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R. Stewart in the high jump 
Photo: E. Fleming 
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‘50’ Club re-awards A.N. MEAD, T.M. MATUMBIKE 

‘50’ Club new awards A.E. SELBY, H.H. STREAK, A. SCHEEPERS, R. SITHOLE, 
F.C. TANSER, J.R. WAY, T.W. WIGHAM, A.M MITUMBILI, 
L. SCHEEPERS, N.M. GAMMON, D. NDEBELE, 
P.M. RIDGEWELL. 

Colours: P. SIBANDA, G.J. WHITTALL, S.C. WELMAN, 


A.J. FLETCHER. 
L.M.R. 


Soccer 1990 


Overall this was an encouraging season, particularly because of the enthusiastic approach 
by players at all levels. It was also the first time we have played teams from Mashonaland 


1990 SOCCER TEAM 
Left to right 
(Standing) G. MSIMANGA, J. MAKOVAH, F. PAUNGANWA, P. MILLIGAN 
T.M. MATUMBIKE, V. de P. NYUMBU, R. SITHOLE. 
Left to right 
(Seated) H.T. HOVE, L. CURTIS, H.F. WAUNGANA (Captain), T. KHUMALO Eszq., 
D. GUMBO, S. MARASHA, V. MPOFU. 
Seated with ball — M.J. CHASE/promising future goalkeeper. 


51 


which were valuable matches. Matches in the Bulawayo League were disrupted by the 
teachers’ strike, but Falcon in the games that were played, held its own to finish third in the 
league. The 1st XI was a young side showing great potential for next year and while they were 
not too successful in the Coca-Cola Trophy, the U16 side reached the Zonal Finals of the 
Dunlop Trophy which promises well for the future. 


There is also an increasing amount of football played at Junior level. Twice as many 
matches as last year were played with almost 50 boys representing the College. Success was 
limited, but enthusiasm exceptional. J. Laxman led the U15 side by example, while B. Sissing 
and M. Nkomo are most promising younger players. 

Football at Falcon is slowly becoming established and the desire to play this sport has 
never been greater. We may not be the most successful sport, but there is no doubting the 


enjoyment it gives to many boys. Finally we would like to thank Mr Zemura for the generous 
donation of playing kit and footballs. 


Ist XI Results 


vs C.B.C. Won 2-0 vs St. George’s Lost 3-5 
vs Gifford Lost 1-2 vs Hamilton Drew 1-1 
vs P. Edward Won 7-2 vs Peterhouse Lost 2-4 
vs Founders Lost 1-3 


Soccer Awards 


“50” Club L. CURTIS, D. GUMBO, H.T. HOVE, J.R. MAKOVAH, 
V de P. NYUMBU, P.J. MILLIGAN 
Citations: L. CURTIS, V de P. NYUMBU 


Senior and Junior House Football winners: HERVEY 


T.K. and R.B.H. 


Swimming 1990 


This year there has been an active participation represented by all age groups. Training 
schedules have been progressive and demanding, developing a high level of skill and fitness 
amongst the boys. The Inter-School Gala proved to be a particularly exciting event, Falcon 
losing to C.B.C. by the narrow margin of six points in a nail-biting finish. In the diving 
competition Falcon won overall, R.D. Reed and G.R. Wynn both demonstrating a high level of 
ability and winning their age groups. 

Tredgold won both the Inter-House Gala and the Standards competition. Certain indivi- 
dual performances in the Gala were outstanding: G.D.R. Stewart now holds 17 school records. 
C.I. Carvalho, A.R. Goddard, G.D.R. Stewart and A.S. Carson all broke records. Special 
mention should also be made of S.M. Gough whose commitment and swimming skill have 
contributed a great deal to the sport at Falcon. 


Many thanks to the other swimming staff, Mr Hare and Mr Bobby, whose hard work 
during the two galas and throughout the term helped to make this a most successful swimming 
team. 

Finally, thanks to the Swimming Captain G.A. Futter, who proved himself to be a highly 
efficient and competent leader. 

T.S.C. 
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SWIMMING TEAM 1990 
Left to right 
(Fourth row) I. HASTINGS, G. GARDENER, C. CARVALHO, A. CARSON, J. MANGADI 
(Third row) P. MILLIGAN, R. ADAIR, POTGEITER, M. GIBBS, M. LOVE, 
J.J. THORNYCROFT, D. DUDMAN, B. MILLIGAN. 
(Second row) M. TONES, T. WIGHAM, G. STEWART, S. GOUGH, MR R. GASS, 
G. FUTTER (Captain), R. ROBERTSON, M. HEIN, B. WENMAN. 
(First row) K. ADAIR, R. MITCHELL, R. GODDARD, J. HEATHCOTE, J. TURNER, 
R. JENNINGS, L. ERASMUS, J.S. THORNYCROFT, C. HAYLER. 


Awards for Swimming 


Citations P.J. WIGHAM, M.J. TONES, G.D.R. STEWART, A.H. BOOYSE 
M.J. KAULBACK, P.R. MUSGRAVE 
‘50’ Club J.J.M. THORNYCROFT, A. POTGIETER, R.D. REED 
R.R. ROBERTSON, T.W. WIGHAM, M.J.'TONES, P.J. MILLIGAN 
Colours G.A. FUTTER, S.M. GOUGH 
Honours G.D.R. STEWART 


Water-polo 1990 


The squad trained very hard in the third term, and by the end of the season they had 
developed into a formidable attacking machine. They were rock-solid in defence, and sharp 
and penetrating in attack. 

Paul Barton is commended for his firm and friendly leadership. His blend of discipline, 
hard work and good humour was much appreciated by all the players. 

The team successfully defended the Hart Trophy in October in a very close and exciting 
tournament. We then travelled to Harare for the Crusader Shield, where we won four of the 
five matches, narrowly losing to Prince Edward in another nail-biting final. 
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FIRST TEAM WATERPOLO 1990 — Winners of the Hart Trophy 
Left to right 
(Back row) B. BOTTON, S. GRANT, G. STEWART, M. HEIN. 
(Front row) I. MOODIE, S. GOUGH, P. BARTON (Captain), MR R. GASS (Coach), 
G. FUTTER, R. ROBERTSON, L. SCHEEPERS. 


The 1990 team certainly did have the diversity of skill and talent needed to win the premier 
tournament. Paul Barton was a strong and secure sitter who distributed the ball very well and 
who was quick to exploit any weaknesses in the opposition’s defence. Simon Gough was an 
attacking forward of quite exceptional ability, but unfortunately could not find his best form 
in the final matches of the two major tournaments. Graham Futter, Rory Robertson and 
Justin Thornycroft were all very useful attacking forwards. 

However, it is true to say that the 1990 team owes most toits back-line. In this regard Louis 
Scheepers and Ian Moodie were outstanding as goalie and back-marker respectively; both 
gained places in the Zimbabwe Schools team. Grant Stewart was an excellent link, a powerful 
and tireless defender who tied up the best of the opposition forwards and who prevented 
numerous goals. 

Justin Thornycroft and Grant Stewart will be expected to spearhead the attack for the 
1991 team, remembering that the task of the 1991 squad is to win back the Crusader 
Shield. 

Awards 1990: 


Matabeleland A P.D. BARTAN (Captain), I.R.J. MOODIE, L. SCHEEPERS, 
S.M. GOUGH, G.D.R. STEWART, R.R. ROBERTSEN 


Matabeleland B= G.A. FUTTER (Captain), M.H. HEIN 

Zimbabwe ‘A’ L. SCHEEPERS, I.R.J. MOODIE, S.M. GOUGH 

ZIMBABWE ‘B’_ P.D. BARTAN (Captain), G.A. FUTTER, R.R. ROBERTSEN 
Honours S.M. GOUGH 

50 Club R.R. ROBERTSEN, G.D.R. STEWART 

Colours P.D. BARTAN, I.R.J. MOODIE, L. SCHEEPERS, G.A. FUTTER. 


R.G. 
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GOLF TEAM 


Left to right 
(Back row) K.J. ADAIR, S.C. HOY, S.N. WINSKILL, S.J. MAARTEUS, M.F.J. SELBY. 
(Front row) C.B. MCNALLY, J.U.H. SANDERS, S.D. SMART, 
J.P. HUTCHINGS (Captain), G.N. YOUNG, A.N. LAMBROS, B.O. STEAD. 


Golf 1990 


This has been an exciting year for golf at Falcon in many ways. The Club has grown to 
include over sixty boys and we now own a set of clubs for use by boys who do not have 
their own. 

Up to 20 boys are transported to town on alternate weekends where they compete with 
golfers from C.B.C. and Girls College. I would like to thank the Bulawayo Golf Club and the 
Bulawayo Country Club for making the Club facilities open to the boys and the BCC pro shop 
for being particularly generous to the boys. 

The boys have worked hard to establish nine short holes on the school grounds, which 
enables them to practise their short game. We also have two practice nets for driving and for 
use during lessons that have been given to the boys on a regular basis by one of Bulawayo’s 
leading golfers, Mr Mike Williams. 

1990 also saw the first Inter- House competition and College championships being staged, 
with the Smart Trophy being won by Tredgold and the Hutchings Trophy being lifted by 
G. Young with an 83 medal score. Mr Hutchings of Bindura is to be thanked for providing 
very generous sponsorship which enabled the boys to win excellent prizes and allowed for the 
purchase of the set of clubs for the school. 

The Inter-Schools Tournament which was held at Nyanga over the weekend of 28 October 
was very enjoyable despite some transport problems. There were eight schools participating 
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and Falcon came a very close second to Peterhouse. J. Hutchings, the captain, is to be 
congratulated on coming second out of the 60 participants in the individual competition. He 
was beaten by one shot after a commendable round of 77. He is also to be congratulated on 
being awarded his Matabeleland Junior colours earlier in the year. 

Golf is a popular and growing sport at school level and I hope that the enthusiasm at Falcon 


continues. 
RiC:B. 


Tennis 1990 


As is so frequently the case these days, when it is proving more and more difficult to 
arrange inter-school matches, much of the attention was focused on our internal champion- 
ships. 

In the final of the Junior Singles, a dogged, determined display by G.M. Finch (George 
Grey) resulted in his upsetting the top seed, J.M. Heathcote (Chubb). Finch’s winning score 
was 7-6, 6-4. The Junior Doubles title was won by A.S. Chathley and Q. Nkala (both of George 
Grey) who emerged as convincing winners over K.P. Russell and J.S.M. Thornycroft (both of 
Tredgold). 


lst TEAM TENNIS 1991 
Left to right 
(Back row) R. GIFFORD, G. IVERSEN, C. WHISHART, J. FERREIRA. 
(Front row) R. TAYLOR, S. EASTWOOD (Captain), P, WESTWOOD Eszq., 
R. GODDEN, V. NYUMBU. 
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The Middle Doubles final was an extremely exciting contest between G.J.B. Nyumbu and 
J. Laxman (both of Founders) and D.A. Bridgeford and G.M. Iversen (both of Chubb). The 
advantage swung this way and that, with both pairs playing good tactical tennis. Eventually, 
after some two hours of hard play, Nyumbu and Laxman won with a score of 6-3, 4-6, 7- 
5. 


The Middle Singles final was a different story. Here, G.J.B. Nyumbu won a second title by 
a very convincing margin. He played outstandingly well to gain a 6-0, 6-2 victory over K. 
Mupita (Chubb) who struggled valiantly against a much stronger opponent. 

In the Open Group, the odds-on favourite for the singles title was R.D.F. Godden (Tred- 
gold). He duly won the championship, but only after a titanic struggle against the Captain of 
Tennis, S.N. Eastwood (Chubb). After losing the first set, Eastwood launched a remarkable 
come-back, playing a combination of fierce drives, accurate volleys and delicate drop-shots, 
to win the second set 7-6 on a tie-break. Godden, with the match delicately paised, then came 
into his own. Relying on his powerful driving and his greater consistency, he won the third set 
6-2 against a tiring opponent. This really was a fine match and both players are to be 
complimented on producing, not only an excellent display of tennis, but on their exemplary 
sportsmanship. 

The two singles finalists met again in the final of the Open Doubles, Eastwood partnered 
by R.P. Gifford (Chubb) and Godden by V. de P. Nyumbu (Founders). The latter combination 
proved too strong for the former, winning 7-5, 6-4, thus providing Godden with a second 
title. 

In the Inter- House Championships we had the unusual situation of there being a tie in both 
the Senior and Junior sections. Chubb House and George Grey House shared the honours in 
the Seniors, while the Junior Championship was won jointly by Hervey and Founders. 


Our inter-school matches were limited in number, as only C.B.C., Milton and Plumtree 
among the boys’ schools, seem to be actively involved with tennis at a competitive level. 


For the Ist Team, the year was a reasonably successful one, with wins against both Milton 
and Plumtree. However, the team did not really fulfil its potential and ended the season with 
rather disappointing losses to C.B.C. and Milton. There is a considerable amount of talent in 
the group, and with six members of the team returning next year we should find ourselves in a 
fairly strong position. It is perhaps a pity that so many of our better players are so talented in 
other sporting fields that they are unable to devote sufficient time to practising their 
tennis. 


The Under 15 team had very few matches, but were successful in beating Milton twice and 
ending off the season with a very pleasing win against the strong C.B.C. team which had 
earlier beaten us on two occasions. There is some promising talent in this group and 
G.J.B. Nyumbu, G.J. Lowe, J. Laxman, B. Gilmour, among others, could well find them- 
selves in the Ist Team in 1991. 


For the Under 14 and Under 13 teams, matches were even sparser. The Under 14’s had good 
wins against C.B.C. and Milton, while the Under 13’s won both of their matches, against 
Plumtree and Milton Junior. 

Our thanks go to the various members of staff whose enthusiasm has helped to keep 


interest high and to S.N. Eastwood who, as Captain of Tennis proved to be both enthusiastic 
and efficient. 


Awards 
Colours S.N. EASTWOOD 
“50”? Club R.D.F. GODDEN, V. de P. NYUMBU, R.P. GIFFORD, 


J.V.H. SANDERS B.H. HENDERSON, C.B. WISHART, 
J.D. FERREIRA, R.P. TAYLOR. 
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Squash 1990 


It was very pleasing to have extra staff involved in Squash this year — this was particularly 
helpful both because of the increased competition and the extra help with our record six teams 
in the Bulawayo Leagues. We also had a full Sunday morning visit by Mr Ian Sheppey, the 
Matabeleland coach — he had players practising strokes off the court (“If a boy cannot play a 
stroke properly without the ball, then there is no chance ona court with the ball’”’). He also put 
over something of his competitive philosophy — “when a player is tired, he must make just as 
great an effort to play a perfect return; otherwise when the body feels tired, it can make a weak 
return knowing it will lose the point and then be able to take a brief rest”. 


= Ae 


SQUASH ‘A’ TEAM 

Left to right 

(Standing) R.D.F. GODDEN, R.P. GIFFORD 

(Seated) G.G. KABASA, C.M. DAVENPORT (Captain), S.N. EASTWOOD, 
R.P. TAYLOR. 
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The Falcon A team was not strong enough to be entered in the Ist League and ran out the 
comfortable winner in the 2nd League. The other five teams all did well and several members 
of the more junior sides showed promise for the future. 


In our internal championships, K.K.C. Masisi played steady squash to beat M.F.J. Selby 
in the Junior final. In the Intermediate section, R.D.F. Godden beat R.P. Gifford because of 
his superior tactics with a hot, non-dying ball. In the Open group, S.N. Eastwood beat 
C.M. Davenport with masterly ball control in the hot, difficult conditions. In the House 
championships, again with composite teams of both junior and senior boys, Chubb ran out 
clear winners followed by George Grey, Oates and T'redgold. 

At the end of the season, S.N. Eastwood was awarded Honours for the outstanding quality 
of his squash this year, C.M. Davenport was re-awarded Colours, and R.D.F. Godden and 
R.P. Taylor were elected to the ‘50’ Club. 

G.A. 


BASKETBALL TEAM 
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Basketball 1990 


Despite lacking height and top quality ball skills, the first team was always a force to be 
reckoned with in basketball tournaments in 1990. It was a relatively young side, which lacked, 
in particular, the shooting skills to finish off teams whose defences it had shredded. There 
defeats on several occasions when instead there should have been victories. However, out- 
standing defence, a very high work rate and resolute approach to opposition, ensured that 
Falcon was always fiercely competitive. 


The College team qualified to compete in the Leyland Shield Inter-Schools champion- 
ships in the third term. After an extremely exciting match against Marlborough, when Falcon 
lost by one point in extra time, the team was forced to compete in the plate competition. In this 
event Falcon played very well to reach the finals of the plate. Fellow Matabeleland School, 
Milton High, proved far too strong and Falcon had to accept the runner up position. 

In all, the first team played 23 games, won 14 and lost 9. But fora lack of finish, the results 
could have been considerably better. 


Captain Monarch Tshuma deservedly played for the successful Matabeleland Schools 
squad, and was always au inspiring leader for Falcon. Prince Sibanda, of minute stature but 
enormous heart, was another key player in the team. These two players in particular were the 
stalwarts of a young team which has the potential to do well next year. 


Parent George Carvalho must be thanked for his time and expertise in assisting with 
coaching of Basketball at Falcon. 
Basketball continues to remain a vibrant and popular sport in Zimbabwe schools. The 


game is highly compétitive in the schools and a tournament in Bulawayo alone can realise 
fourteen schools competing. There is much to work for. 


Captain: M. TSHUMA 

Awards: 

Colours M. TSHUMA, P. SIBANDA 

‘50’ Club A. MITUMBILI, V. de P. NYUMBU, R.D.J. STUART, 
MUNYA USHEWOKUNZE, TAWANDA USHEWOKUNZE 


L.M.R. 


60 


Exploration Society Expedition 
to Tuli Circle, April 1990 


Leader: G.A. MACDONALD Esq. 
Assistant Leader: 'T.S. CUSSANS Esq. 
Caterer: MRS H.A. MACDONALD 
Assistant Caterer: MISS M. KELLY 
Guest Herpetologist: G. RASMUSSEN Esq. 

Falcon Schoolboys: M.P. DICEY, K.B. FEARON, M.G. FIGGENS: N.E. FITZROY, 
C.D.D. GOODWIN, S. LIGHTFOOT, G.B. MACDONALD, C.L.H. MASTERSON, 
A.G.G. MIDDLETON, M.C. MINSHULL, M.G. TONES 
Plumtree Schoolboys: G. CRIPPS, R. CRIPPS 
Museum Staff: J.L. MINSHULL Esq (Museum leader and curator of Ichthyology), 
A. KUMIRAI (Curator of Mammalogy), MRS J.1. MINSHULL (Curator of Arachnida) 
T.W. MWABVU (Assistant Curator of Entomology), E. TSHUMA Esq. (Senior 
Technical Assistant — Ichthyology), P.C. CHIMOMBE Esq. (Senior Technical 
Assistant — Mammalogy), I.M. MASIYANDIMA Esq. (Assistant Technical 
Officer — Mammalogy), A.M. SANGO Esq. (Technical Officer — Arachnida), 

R. CHAWANDA Esq. (Technical Officer — Entomology), L. ZONDO Esq. (Technical 
Officer — Ornithology), 'l'.D. CHIDYAGWAI (Technical Officer — Taxidermy) 


The Tuli Circle in the South West of Zimbabwe was chosen as the venue for the 1990 
expedition for several good reasons. Firstly, [had visited the Circle several times before and 
knew it had great potential as a collecting area. Secondly, the museum had done no collecting 
and research in the area for a very long time. Thirdly, there was a comfortable base from which 


to work in the form of the Shashi Wilderness Camp which the Matabeleland Branch of the 
Wildlife Society of Zimbabwe was more than happy to allow us to use. Lastly, we were within 
easy striking distance of Sentinel Ranch on the Limpopo River where Mr Colin Bristow (a 


Falcon Old Boy) was keen for us to do some collecting. 


In spite of last minute hitches with transport the expedition was a great success — there 
were no major mishaps, everyone enjoyed their two weeks in the bush and the museum staff 
returned to Bulawayo happy with their haul of specimens. 


I am greatly indebted to Mr John Rosenfels for the generous loan of his Land Rover — 
without this we would have been seriously hampered and we would never have had the 
mobility that was needed especially across the Shashi River into the Tuli Circle. Mr Alistair 
Coulson also came to our rescue by taking provisions down to the Circle in one of his trucks — 
for this Iam most grateful. | would also like to acknowledge other assistance so willingly given. 
Mr R.M. Smith, Managing Director of Amtec organised a generous donation of diesel which 
went a long way to covering our fuel requirements. Dr O.D. Simela (Acting Regional Director, 
Natural History Museum of Zimbabwe) allowed his expert staff to join the expedition — 
without them the expedition would not have been the success it was. Mr Ivan Ncube (Provi- 
sional Warden Matabeleland South, Department of National Parks and Wildlife Manage- 
ment) gave the expedition permission to enter and collect in the Tuli Safari Area. Mr Harry 
Erwee Chairman of the Matabeleland Branch of the Wildlife Society of Zimbabwe allowed us 
us the use of the Shashi Wilderness Camp and worked hard to get it ready — we could not have 
asked for a more beautiful and comfortable camp. Mr Headman Sibanda (The Senior Ranger 
in charge of the Tuli Safari Area) could not have been more helpful — two armed scouts were 
always available to accompany collecting groups into the Circle where lion and elephant were 
a potential danger. Mr Colin Bristow arranged the two day excursion to Sentinel Ranch and 
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made available his magnificent Safari camp overlooking “the grey-green, greasy Limpopo”. It 
is exciting to know that Colin is keen to have a full expedition at Sentinel some time in the near 
future — this is an attractive offer because it is a fascinating area with a wide spectrum of 
habitats. Mr and Mrs John Dicey eased the problem of resupplying fresh food by making 
available their deep freeze at their home in Gwanda. They also kindly brought the food down 
for us. Mr Tim Tanser, a Falcon Old Boy, parent and a member of the Board gave the 
expedition members a fascinating background talk on the early European occupation of Fort 
Tuli area. Mr Andy Laing, also an Old Boy and member of the Board spent some of his 
valuable time trying to find transport. Mr Andy Hendry, a reporter and photographer on The 
Chronicle, spent a few days with the expedition taking photographs (some of which are 
included in this report) and he later wrote a very favourable interest article in the Magazine 
section of The Chronicle. Finally, a very big thanks goes to the Headmaster Mr P.N. Todd, for 
the support he gave the expedition, especially in helping to solve the transport crisis. 
G.A. MACDONALD 


DIARY OF EVENTS 


Friday 6 April 


As always much preparation had been done beforehand. The boys had visited the Museum 
to meet the Staff and to learn about what the various disciplines involved. Mr Tim Tanser who 
had recently visited the Tuli Circle, came to give us a most interesting talk on the history of the 
area and what we could expect to see at the Fort. Our visit to the Circle was due to take place 
within a few weeks of the Centenary of the arrival of the Pioneer Column. In the morning the 
Schools’ Exploration Society Isuzu arrived and the boys packed most of the equipment after 
lunch, hampered and delayed somewhat by rain. The boys met ‘Raz’ Rasmussen (a Falcon 
Old Boy) in charge of Herpetology. 


Saturday 7 April 


Final loading of supplies took place and we were fortunate to have the use of Mr Alistair 
Coulson’s truck which was going to drop us off at Tuli, and the extremely generous loan of Mr 
John Rosenfels’s Land Rover, since a few days before departure, because of various mechani- 
cal failures, we had no Falcon transport to use. We left at about 9.30, met up in Esigodini with 
the rest of the museum staff and the Cripps brothers from Plumtree School, and set off, 
collecting Dicey in Gwanda en route. The trip to the Shashi Camp was uneventful, apart from 
a puncture suffered by the museum Land Rover, and while it was good to see that some of the 
area we passed through had had recent heavy rains, they hadn’t done much for the condition of 
some of the dirt road. We arrived at the camp at about 3.30, and hastily unloaded, so that 
Alistair Coulson’s truck could return home. It was then discovered that the box containing 
most of the hurricane lamps had been left behind! As much of the camp as possible was 
organised in the remaining time and then a relaxed braai was enjoyed by all. A timely 
reminder of potential hazards appeared in the form of three large scorpions, (Parabuthis 
transvaalicus) whose stings can, in some cases, be fatal. They were caught and hastily 
despatched to alcohol bottles, while the boys soon saw the merits of always wearing 
shoes! 


Sunday 8 April 


Much of the morning was spent in setting up camp, and arranging an information centre, 
and then after tea, boys were sent off in their various groups assisting the museum staff, while 
two boys remained to do camp duty. This was to be the pattern of most days to follow, as two 
duty boys were always required to do various chores and help with the catering. In addition, a 
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large area between two of the buildings was planted with Buffalo grass, brought down 
specially for that purpose. During this exercise, Chap Masterson managed to put a pick 
through a P.V.C. water pipe. This caused some consternation, and there were some un- 
complimentary remarks directed at the unhappy offender. Fortunately some ingenious repair 
work was effected, and soon all was well. 


Monday 9 April 


Days in camp always started early (duty cooks were required to start at 6.00 am), with 
breakfast finished by 7.30, so that the various groups could get off by about 8.00 a.m. Today 
some staff and boys went across to the Tuli Circle in the Museum Land Rover and were 
accompanied by two National Parks Scouts. The plan was to leave the vehicle in the Circle, 
opposite camp, to avoid the tedious crossing of the sandy Shashi every day. This meant that 
only foot crossings were then necessary. Mr and Mrs Dicey arrived with Miss Kelly, who was 
going to assist with the catering; more ice and provisions, and some much needed hurricane 
lamps. Mr Minshull and his helpers were very pleased with themselves as they had already 
collected several species of fish from the Shashi. This was most encouraging as the river was 
mainly a wide expanse of sand traversed by a thin, mostly shallow, ribbon of water. We were 
joined for a couple of days by Mr Andy Hendry, a Chronicle reporter, who was to accompany 
various groups on their collecting outings. 


Tuesday 10 April 


One after the other, the boys gradually discovered what it was like to be-with Raz in the 
bush, and all commented with awe on the scale of demolition required. ““Bones’ Tones claimed 
that on his first stint, two large anthills and twenty enormous dead trees were destroyed, and 
over one hundred rocks were over-turned in search of reptiles. All this energy resulted in the 
capture of two lizards! However, several scorpions were caught. Because of the pressure on the 
habitat the riverine area was not as richly endowed with fauna as had been hoped, and this 
necessitated venturing further afield into the parched scrubland beyond the river. This 
resulted in the capture of five lizards and a yellow-bellied sand snake, new species records! 
Attempts were made later in the evening to shoot bats with dust shot, but all these attempts 
came to naught. 


Wednesday 11 April 


The mammalogy experts set traps in the Circle last night, and found this morning a genet 
and some bats in the traps, but few rats and mice. Sundry expeditions into the Circle were 
mounted by various groups in the morning. Stories told by the Scouts of particularly menac- 
ing lions, bad-tempered elephant and some narrow escapes, caused the intrepid explorers to 
take special care! The well-watered area near the famous Pioneer Baobab, which still bears 
the initials of hunters, explorers and pioneers who travelled this route more than a century 
ago, proved to be quite profitable and of added interest to us was the fact that the wall 
constructed around the tree to preserve it, was built by Mr John Posselt. Another party of boys 
with the Macdonalds and Kirsty crossed the Shashi on foot as we were reluctant to have both 
Land Rovers in the Circle at once. Under the watchful eye of a Scout we explored the Fort area. 
We were all pleased to have been briefed beforehand by Tim Tanser, as our visit was much 
more meaningful. Little remains of the structures of the F ort, but the party was impressed by 
the amazing amount of rubbish strewn around by these long-gone Pioneers. The rubbish 
consisted mostly of bottles and tins, and many were in very good condition, one hundred years 
after they had been discarded. We also visited the small graveyard. 
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Thursday 12 April 


The mammalogy group returned with two genets, one of which proved to be a record size. 
Other groups dispersed, covering an ever-widening area away from the camp, in the hopes of 
increasing the diversity of species captured. Mr Minshull was well pleased with his various 
sorties up and down the river, while Mrs Minshull was increasingly puzzled by the absence of 
species which should have been present. The Macdonalds took a group on a drive downstream, 
through the riverine forest. They witnessed at close quarters the activities of Raz and his 
helpers, and were suitably impressed by their powers of demolition! Figgins came along too 
with his hawk, Rocky, who disinclined,to behave as a hawk should! It was decided that 
Mr Cussans should be deposited in the Shashi since it was his birthday, and this was duly 
effected, but only after much scuffling and resistance. 


Friday 13 April (Good Friday) 


The Diceys arrived in the morning armed with the rest of our supplies and more ice, and 
very kindly supplied us with Hot Cross buns, a treat enjoyed by all. They set up camp with the 
Thompsons further downstream. Raz was gratified by the capture of more snakes, while the 
mammalogy group was in for a surprise, since the Shashi unexpectedly rose by nearly half a 
metre in the morning, thus effectively trapping the Land Rover which was in the Circle. We 
were visited that afternoon by Colin Bristow and Dr Brian Childs, who were returning to 
Sentinel Ranch, having just attended a Campfire meeting. Dr Childs took the opportunity to 
explain to us the objectives and importance of the Campfire Project. We made final arrange- 
ments with Colin to move down to Sentinel for a few days. 


Saturday 14 April 


The river having subsided a little, a group went across the Shashi in the Land Rover. Raz’s 
group was deposited at the Baobab tree, while the rest went on to try to add to the Bird Atlas 
card by driving further into the Circle. 

They were successful in that respect but also saw an enormous herd of eland, estimated to 
be about two hundred strong. The Herpetology collectors had made an exciting capture — 
that of two horned adders, particularly pleasing as they had hoped to find that species. Since 
the expedition was departing for Sentinel the next day, it was decided to have Easter dinner a 
day early. The highlight of the meal was two boned legs of mutton, roasted in the large three- 
legged pot — a triumph for the cooks. We were visited later in the evening by a group of Dutch 
travellers, from Harare via Bulawayo, who had got lost. They had miscalculated times and 
distances and after we provided them with some much-needed sustenance and petrol, we sent 
them off in the right direction — we hoped. 


Sunday 15 April (Easter Sunday) 


An early start was made, and the Isuzu truck and the museum Land Rover set off for 
Sentinel, armed — so we thought — with explicit instructions for the short cut to the back 
entrance of Sentinel. The Macdonalds set off a couple of hours later and found, as the earlier 
group had already discovered, that navigating in the Marimani Communal Area, where there 
are few signposts and even fewer landmarks, was no easy matter. Both groups eventually 
arrived at Sentinel almost via Beit Bridge, and an hour’s journey had taken five! The boys on 
the back of the Isuzu looked rather strained! Lunch was hastily prepared and camp set up in 
the beautiful Safari camp on the banks of the Limpopo which Colin had allowed us to use. 
Various groups set off as soon as possible to make the most of the time available, and the 
Macdonalds headed back to Tuli, since much of value remained in camp. Their trip home was 
short, and most enjoyable, especially through the section of Sentinel towards the main road 
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which was rich in bird life, and different species of game. Miss Kelly, ably assisted by Mr 
Cussans, took over the catering at Sentinel. Late that night one of the museum staff was stung 
by a scorpion, but fortunately, although painful, the sting was not a dangerous one. 


Monday 16 April 


All the different groups went out and enjoyed the rich and varied habitat, while most had 
great success in their collecting activities. Most terrifyingly successful was, needless to say, 
Raz’s group, since they captured a 2 metre Black Mamba! On arrival back at camp, Raz 
declared he intended to rinse out the snake’s mouth since it had got sand in it during capture, 
and to put it intoa more secure bag. He and Mr Cussans took up centre stage on the sand below 
the patio, while onlookers maintained a safe distance from them! The rinsing of the snake’s 
mouth and the transfer to a new bag was a most impressive if heart-stopping performance, but 
it was with some relief that the bag containing the mamba was transferred to a securely 
padlocked, well-labelled box! After lunch Colin took a large group to see a most impressive 
overhang in the sandstone cliffs behind the camp, where the remains of an ancient granary are 
still to be seen. 


Tuesday 17 April 


A large group was taken by Colin to see the biggest figtree on the banks of the Limpopo. 
They also visited a Bushman cave containing paintings which were of particular interest to Mr 
Minshull as he believed the well-preserved paintings of fish to be a Labeo species, which is 
plentiful in the Limpopo. 


From there the group went to the river where a gill net had been left overnight. However, 
there wasn’t much left of the net, nor of the fish which had been trapped there, since the net 
had been raided by a crocodile. After lunch the boys packed up and returned to Tuli, along the 
correct road, in the improved time of one and a half hours. The visit to Sentinel was voted by 
all to be the highlight of the expedition, since it has such a beautiful, varied, richly endowed 
habitat. We were joined for the last part of the expedition by the Lightfoot family. They came 
armed with most welcome fresh provisions in the form of water melon and bread. 


Wednesday 18 April 


In the morning we were free to do as we pleased, so quite a large group, joined by the 
Lightfoots, went across to the Circle for the last time. Others with Mr Minshull went up river 
in search of more fish, where they were rewarded by the capture of a young python, thought at 
first to be an eel! ‘These in the Circle split into groups, the Herpetologists setting off once more 
to do more demolition work. Their activities came to an abrupt halt when they heard elephant 
near to them, and so they hastily abandoned their search. The others went for a drive, and 
came upon two windmills which were broken, so Mr Lightfoot ‘feathered’ them. We were all 
concerned by the large numbers of impala in the area — there seems need for some population 
control. After lunch as much equipment as possible was packed up, including the Marquee 
and the smaller tents. The entire expedition met after supper, so that a brief report could be 
made on the successes and failures of each discipline. This was followed by an Awards 
ceremony where mention was made of the boys’ successes or otherwise! 


Thursday 19 April 


An early start was made so that the camp could be emptied of our equipment and then 
given a good clean before we left. A team photograph was taken, and then we set off, depositing 
Dicey in Gwanda en route. We arrived back at Falcon after an uneventful trip at about 2.00, 
and the Isuzu was speedily unpacked of Falcon equipment. Goodbyes were made, and so 
ended yet another successful Expedition. 


H.A. MACDONALD 
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Background Sveuation of the Thi Circle fox Sentimel Ranch 


28°E 


A. The Fort Tuli Area 


The Fort Tuli area has a rich history of early European occupation of Zimbabwe. The Fort, 
built on a flat-topped ridge overlooking the sandy Shashi River, was built in 1890 and was a 
staging post for the occupation of Mashonaland by the Pioneer Column. For three years after N D Ni O RTH 
this Tuli was the main entry point into the country and a small vibrant town grew up at the 
foot of the Fort. As a matter of interest the name Fort Tuliis a misnomer as the fort is not on the 
Tuli River (meaning “the river of dust’) but on the Shashi. 


The Tuli Circle lying west of the Shashi was created in 1891. King Khama, the Tswana 
ruler granted a concession to the then colony of Rhodesia to ensure that native cattle 
would be kept away from a semi-circle of a ten mile radius. This was in order to prevent 
the spread of lung sickness from the tribal cattle to the Fort animals. 


The Tuli region is part of the south-western Lowveld lying at an altitude of 600 metres * MATAB E LE LA N. D 
above sea level. It has a very low and unreliable rainfall with a seasonal average of 350mm. In a SOUTH 
the last nine years, six seasons recorded below average rainfall, some dramatically below. This . 
was evident from the almost total lack of grass cover east of the Shashi which is part of the . ®GWANDA 
Machuchuta Communal land. Here the combination of persistent drought and overstocking 7 2 7 
of cattle and goats by the local tribesmen has taken its toll. By contrast, west of the Shashi in NS 
the Circle which is managed by National Parks, there was some grass cover with significant 
patches of nutritious perennial grasses in the vleis and fringing the water courses. Naturally : 
this contrast in the state of the vegetation on either side of the river was also reflected by the ‘ 


e 
difference in the population density and diversity of insects, reptiles, birds and small mam- . 
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mals. 

There are several distinct habitats from which to collect specimens. The Shashi is a wide a 
sandfilled river which normally consists of a narrow meandering channel of water. However, 
during the rainy season in response to rain in the large catchment this can change dramatic- 
ally. In a few hours the river can become a raging torrent of dirty brown water but it soon 
subsides. On the embankment and on islands large patches of Phragmites reed have become 
established. 


The narrow alluvial flood plain (no more than about 100 metres) supports a riparian forest 
of very large and beautiful trees, such as the Lonchocarpus capassa (Rain tree); Acacia albida 
(Apple ring thorn tree); Ficus sycomorus (Sycamore fig) and Scotia brachypetala (Weeping Fieure J 1 : 3000000 


boer-bean). The middle and lower strata especially where light has been able to penetrate, the o 

Croton megalobotrys (Feverberry croton) dominates. To the north of the Wilderness Camp Oo 50 100 1S0 km 

around the Water Development settlement and along the Matapozane River, the extensive 

alluvial flats have large stands of Acacia tortillis (Umbrella thorn) Croton megalobotrys, and 

Hyphaene natalensis (Ilala palm). This pattern is repeated in a flood plain area about ten 

kilometres downstream. It has been suggested that these three species dominate as a result of ® Tow ut 

long periods of disturbance and clearance for cultivation by the subsistence farmers of the eee Road 

area. KEY 2" International border 
Immediately inland from the Shashi flood plain and close to the water courses in the A Ei 

Circle, on the deeper basalt soils, stands of large Colophospermum mopane and Acacia 2 ven of s: uny 


tortillis grow. Away from these flatter areas on the steep basalt slopes with shallow stony soils 
very little grass grows and a low scrub of Colophospermum mopane dominates. However. 
other associated species are Terminalia prunoides (purple pod terminalia), and Combretum 
apiculatum (Bush willow). On top of the many flat-topped basalt ridges and hills, apart from 
mopane, the Kirkia accuminata (White syringa) is found sometimes in almost pure 
stands. 
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It is interesting to note that in the area around the Pioneer cemetery near Fort Tuli are a 
number of large Bolusanthus speciosus (Wild wisteria). It has been suggested that these were 
in all probability planted by the relatives of those buried as few were seen elsewhere. It was also 
interesting to see how few Adonsonia digitata (Baobab) existed in these basalt areas. 


Finally the black basalt clay vleis and flats in the Circle were dominated by healthy stands 
of Colophospermum mopane scrub with considerable grass cover and supporting a fairly large 
population of herbivores — impala, zebra, wildebeeste and eland. The main grass species were 
Ischaemum afrum (Scaly-shoot grass), Bothriochloa insculpta (Pinhole grass) Panicum 
maximum (Guinea grass), Eragrostis superba (Heart-seed, lovegrass), Heteropogon 
contortus (Spear grass) and Chloris virgata (Old lands grass). 
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B. The Sentinel Ranch Area 


Sentinel Ranch lying thirty kilometres west of Beitbridge has been owned by the Bristow 
family for a long time. The southern boundary fringes the Limpopo River which is where the 
expedition concentrated its collecting efforts in the two and a half days it spent there. The 
farming activities up until recently have been almost exclusively extensive cattle ranching 
with some irrigation farming close to the river. However, over the last few years Mr Colin 
Bristow has converted a large part of the property into an area of game ranching and is 
concentrating on photographic safaris. To this end he has built an exclusive safari camp for his 
clients over-looking the Limpopo. It was here that the expedition was accommodated. 


In addition to the habitats found on the Shashi there were three additional ones. Im- 
mediately beyond the riparian forest of the Limpopo there was aswampy floodplain covered in 
grasses, sedges, Hyphaene natalenis, (llala palms) and magnificent stands of Acacia 
xanthophloca (Fever tree). 


Beyond this was a spectacular and fascinating zone of sandstone ridges, boulders, cliffs 
and kopjes. The woody vegetation here was very diverse but the major species were Acacia 
tortillis, Colophospermum mopane, Combretum apiculatum, Adonsonia digitata and a 
variety of Ficus species. 

Behind this sandstone belt the terrain flattened out into areas of open grassland and low 
scrub. It was evident that in spite of drought the ranch was well managed — the grass cover 
was excellent and there was a wide diversity of mammals. 


References: 


K. Coates Palgrave 1977. Trees of Southern Africa. 

C. Lightfoot 1975. Common Veld Grasses of Rhodesia. 

Alison Shinn. The Early European Settlement of the South West Districts of Rhodesia. 

Report of the Matabeleland Branch of the Rhodesian Schools Exploration. April-May 1959. 
G.A. MACDONALD 


MUSEUM AND OTHER REPORTS 


Arachnids 


Extensive collections were made from 8 to 19 April 1990 both around the Wildlife Society’s 
campsite on the Shashi River (SE 2129 C3) and within the Tuli Circle (SE 2229 Al). An 
exploratory transect was worked between the Limpopo River and the sandstone cliffs at 
Sentinel Ranch Hunter’s Camp (SE 2229 B1) on 15 April 1990. 


Heavy rains in late March 1990 caused the Shashi River to burst its banks and scour the 
river-bed. In the vicinity of the campsite, collections of spiders within the river-bed indicated 
the sequence of recolonisation of the various micro-habitats after heavy floods. Within the 
riverine areas the flooded sections had a very sparse ground fauna as sampled by pitfall traps. 
The only scorpion collected was the tree-climbing scorpion Opisthacanthus asper. However, 
beyond the floodline the ground fauna was well represented in both the riverine and mopane 
zones by whip, wolf, jumping and armoured spiders as well as four species of centipede and 
three scorpion species including Parabuthus transvaalicus. The green striking scorpions 
Uroplectes flavovidis and U. olivaceus were conspicuous by their absence. Not many lynx and 
sac spiders were collected on the grasses but the riverine trees were most productive of a wide 
range of immature and mature spiders. Prominent among them were the golden orb-web 
spiders and the tiny dew-drop spiders associated with these large webs. Despite the rains and 
new growth, there were very few spiders in the mopane trees. 


Within the Tuli Circle the rainfall patterns created a mosaic of growth stages in the 
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Beating bushes to collect spiders. 


vegetation and this was reflected in the range of arachnids collected. In areas of no growth such 
as the Tangamuchena Pool on the Burale River the fauna consisted of gound forms with only a 
few jumping spiders being found in the trees and shrubs. Around the Baobab Spring area, 
where there had been a lot of rain, most of the spider fauna occurred in the grass and 
herbaceous layers. More spiders were also found in the trees and we were abie to rank tree 
species in terms of spider abundance and species richness. 


The exploratory collection made at Sentinel Ranch highlighted the abundance of pseudo- 
scorpions, burrowing scorpions, scorpion spiders and six-eyed crab spiders associated with the 
sandstone outcrops. More work needs to be done in this area in order to compare and contrast 
the arachnid fauna and the ground fauna in particular with that of the Zambezi and Save — 
Runde lowveld systems. 

Since this is the first time these south-western aeas have been comprehensively sampled 
for arachnids, all the specimens represent now distribution records and as such make a 
valuable contribution to our understanding of the Zimbabwean fauna. I wish to thank all the 
members of the expedition, the National Park and Wildlife Management staff at Tuli and 
Mr Colin Bristow of Sentinel Ranch for all their help and enthusiasm in making these 
collections possible. 


MRS J. MINSHULL 
ENTOMOLOGY 


Not all insect orders are represented in our 1990 collection from Tuli. There are several 
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reasons to explain this. The Tuli area was dry except for areas along the Shashi River. The 
riverine vegetation was more productive than the surrounding Mopane area. Insect trapping 
was thus restricted to riverine areas. Nine years of drought and increased human pressure in 
the area has adversely affected insect fauna. Besides the dry conditons, our collection was not 
helped by the full moon and as a result we could not use light traps. Our collection therefore, 
mainly consists of diurnal insects and very few nocturnal species. Dry season species of beetles 
and butterflies were most abundant. However, a few specimens of Hymonoptrans, Orthopte- 
rans, Hemipterans, Isopterans and Dipterans were collected. Some of these have not been 
identified to species but we hope to complete this task soon. The list provided only includes 
specimens which have been identified to species. 
Iam grateful to the Falcon and Plumtree students for their help and I hope they learnt 
something. 
T.W. MWABVU 


List of insects collected 
Lepidoptera (Rhopalocera) 
Family: NYMPHALIDAE 


Charaxes jasius (linn) ssp. 
saturnus Bult. 


Family: LYCAENIDAE 
Syntarucus babaulti Stff. 


C. varanes (Cramer) Axiocerses amanga Westw. 
C. candiope (Godart) A. bambana Smith 

C. zoolina (Westwood) Zizula hylax F. 

C. achaemenes Felda Anthene lunulata Trim. 
Hamanumida daedalus Fabr. Family: HESPERIIDAE 
Byblia acheloia Willgr. Sarangesa phidyle Walk. 
Precis oenone L. Pelopidas mathias Fabr. 
P. Hierta F. ssp cebrene Trim. P. thrax Hubn. 

P. ceryne Bdv. Family: PIERIDAE 
Family: PAPILIONIDAE Colotis antevippe Boisd. 
Papilio demodocus Esp. C. agoye Wallgr 

P. leonidas F. C. evagore Klug. 
Family: DANAIDAE C. eris Klug 

Danaus chrysippus Linn, C. ione Godart. 

Family: ACRAEIDAE C. danae Fabr. 


Acraea anemosa anemosa Hew. 
. terpsichore Linn. 

- oncaea Hupff. 

. axina Westw. 

. natalica Boisd. 

. epenina (Cramar) 


pd ad 


The east side has little or no substrate in places and is far more vulnerable to flash flooding. 
Furthermore, as the landscape is barer the herpetofauna is probably more vulnerable to 
predation from birds and baboons. Another factor is that due to lack of substrate there could 
well be a shortage of suitable egg laying sites. There appeared to be a definite lack of 
Macrotermes and Hedbtermes (harvester termites), and this possibly has an impact on the 
herpetofauna of the area. Macrotermes not only play an important part in the food chain but 
for some species are the staple diet. It is felt that the possible primary cause could lie in one of 
three areas or a combination of: 


1. Nine years of drought and overgrazing. 
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Using a seine net on the flooded Shashi River. The Tuli Circle in the background. 


2. The lack of substrate due to sheet erosion creating poor root systems and leaving very few 
vertical stumps for the Macrotermes to use as a base for a termitarium. 

3. The mounds that did exist were soft in their construction, thus susceptible to erosion 
damage. 


Ichthyology 


The Shashi River was mostly a river of sand and I thought that we would struggle to find a 
few fish species. However, helped by relays of keen boys we had great fun seine netting knee- 
deep to waist-deep water, surviving numerous 2 to 1kg yellowfish which leaped over our 
heads and a crocodile which we spotted on one occasion. 

The large deep pools had been silted up by a bank to bank flood in early March. Fish were 
confined to shallow flowing stretches up to 1m deep in places. Most small species were 
sheltering underneath the banks’ overhang amongst the roots of Phragmites reeds which also 
sheltered many aquatic insects. Millions of Gomphid dragonfly larvae were present in the 
sand, providing plenty of food for fish and birds. 

A check-list of fish caught follows:- 


41 Barbus afrohamiltoni (Hamilton’s Barb)* 


56 =B. paludinosus (Straightfin Barb)* 
24 3B. unitaeniatus (Longbeard Barb)* 
47  B. toppini (East Coast Barb)* 
8 B. annectens (Broadstriped Barb)* 
61 B. trimaculatus (Threespot Barb)* 
7  B. marequensis (Largescale Yellowfish)* 


8 Mesobola brevianalis (River sardine)* 
25 Labee ruddi (Silver Labeo) 
14 L. rosea (Rednose Labeo) 
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Collecting fish on the Shashi River, John Minshull and Sear Rightfoot. 
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19 L. cylindricus (Redeye Labeo) 
7 Schilbe mystus depressirostris (Butter Catfish) * 
4  Clarias gariepinus (Sharptooth Catfish)* 
43 Chiloglanis paratus (Sawfin Rock Catlet)* 
13 Micralestes acutidens (Silver Robber)* 
25 Oreochromis mossambicus (Mozambique Tilapia) 
1 O. macrochir (Greenhead Tilapia) 
3 Tilapia rendalli (Redbreast Tilapia) 
2  Pseudocrenilabrus philander (Southern Mouth-brooder) 
*Also found in the Limpopo River at Sentinel Ranch 


In all a total of 19 species was collected, which I am very pleased with. Of great interest is 
the one O. macrochir which is a first record for the Limpopo system in Zimbabwe. It probably 
escaped from the Shashi Dam in Francistown. Another new record is B. annectens which is in 
the Save River system but never before found in Zimbabwe’s Limpopo system. 

J.L. MINSHULL 
Mammalogy 


The expedition to Tuli was for the mammalogy department a successful venture from the 
point of view of range of species obtained, distribution records and chiropteran system- 
atics. ; : 

With bats, there was a significant range extension of Wahlberg’s Epauletted fruit bat 
(Epomophorus wahlbergi) whose erstwhile range ended at the confluence of the Shashi and 
Limpopo rivers. Its occurence in Tuli is a westward extension albeit still on the Limpopo 
system. 

Arecord sized rusty-spotted genet (Genetta figrina) was obtained from the Tuli Circle and 
this makes good scientific ‘general interest’ news for the naturalist. 

A record of the Zanzibar bushbaby (Galagoids zanzibaricus) still to be confirmed may 
extend the range of this species into Southern Zimbabwe. 

Genetically, the occurrence of a contact zone between two closely related subspecies of 
bats offers opportunites for phylogenetic analysis through chromosomal and protein analysis 
of the two groups in sympatry over a zone of intergradation. 

A total of 46 specimens were collected. Below is a species breakdown. 


Species 


Epomophorus wahlbergi (Wahlberg’s Epauletted fruit bat) 
Epomophorus crypturus (Peter’s Epauletted fruit bat) 
Scotophilus dingani (Yellow House bat) 

Pipistrellus rusticus (Rusty bat) 

Hipposideros caffer (Sundevall’s Leaf-nosed bat) 
Elephantulus myurus (Rock Elephant-Shrew) 

Galago moholi (Lesser Bushbaby) 

Genetta trigrina (Rusty spotted Genet) 

Lepus saxatilis (Scrub Hare) 

Procavia capensis (Rock Dassie) 

Paraxerus cepapi (‘Tree Squirrel) 

Aethomys namaquensis (Namaqua Rock Mouse) 
Mastomys natalensis (Natal Multimammate Mouse) 


Overall, it was a very successful outing and we cannot wait to revist the area. We are 
grateful to all the boys and masters at Falcon who assisted us. 


e 


A. KUMIRAI 
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MAMMAL SIGHTINGS 
East of the Shashi River 

Chacma Baboon; Vervet Monkey; Black-backed Jackal; Spotted Hyaena; Banded 
Mongoose; Slender Mongoose; Rock Dassie; Kudu; Bushbuck; Common Duiker; Impala. 
Tuli Circle 

Chacma Baboon; Vervet Monkey; Black-backed Jackal; Spotted Hyaena; Kudu; 
Common Duiker; Impala; Blue Wildebeest, Bland; Elephant; Burchell’s Zebra. 
Sentinel Ranch 

Chacma Baboon; Vervet Monkey; Black-backed Jackal; Dwarf Mongoose; Tree Squirrel; 
Rock Dassie; Kudu; Bushbuck; Impala; Warthog; Blue Wildebeest; Klipspringer. 
Notes 


1. East of the Shashi most of the mammal sightings were confined to the narrow riparian 
forest zone. Beyond this human pressure and drought had caused the virtual dis- 
appearance of mammals. A few Chacma Baboon, Black-backed Jackal, Kudu and 
Impala were seen. 


Coleoptera 
Family: PIERIDAE Family: TENEBRIONIDAE 
Belenois creona Cramer Psammodos rowleianus Westw. 
B. aurota Fabr. Phanerotoma scrobicolle Gerst. 
Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia G Godart Trachynotus geniculatus Haag 
catopsiliaa florella Fabr. Gonopus tibialis Fhs. 
Eurema hecabe Linn. Pogobasis verrucosa Er. 


E. brigitta brigitta Cramer Stenocara arachnoides Gerst. 
Mylothris chloris Fabr. ssp. agathina Cramer. Family: CURCULIONIDAE 
Rhyncophorus phoenicis F. 
Family: CETONIINAE (scarabaeidae) 
Dicranorrhina derbyana Westw. 
R. CHAHWANDA 


Herpetology 


The area surveyed had just suffered nine years of drought. 


Prior to our arrival approximately 75mm of rain had fallen, which had scoured the 
countryside to a great extent, taking with it the superficial layer, including a great deal of 
fauna. This was particularly noted on the east bank of the Shashi, where heavy erosion owing 
to cattle and goats was evident. The west bank (the Tuli Circle) being a hunting reserve, 
appeared to have been less affected. Even soa measure of impact was noted particularly in the 
riverine area. As a result, certain habitats proved disappointing. 

Owing to the conditions, collecting specimens necessitated very thorough searching. The 
majority of the collection was found by rock turning, bark removal from vertical trunks and 
the opening of decayed logs. 

A drift fence of 50m was set up, but, apart from one Gerrhosaurus flavigularis (Yellow 
throated plated lizard), it served only as a canteen for the local baboon population. It was 
decided that in future the pitfall buckets could be deeper to accommodate larger species and 
at the same time reduce scavenging. 
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Water traps were tried, but owing to the availability of water in the Shashi proved 
unsuccessful. 

Lizards and geckos were collected where possible by hand to avoid damage, but .22 dust 
shot was also used effectively. 

As we were not engaging on a taxonomic survey, collecting was limited to voucher speci- 
mens only to confirm regional distribution. These were kept to a minimum, having due 
respect for the current environmental conditions. 


G.S.A. RASMUSSEN 


SYSTEMATIC DISCUSSION 


Sauria 


Hermidactylus mabouia (Tropical house gecko) — 2 collected — was a fairly common 
species found either in stone crevices or on constructions such as bridges. It did, however, 
appear only to occur close to permanent water sources. 


Lygodactylus c. capensis (Common dwarf gecko) — 1 collected — A common species 
throughout the region surveyed and found on constructions, trees and decaying logs. 

Lygodactylus bradfieldi (Kalahari dwarf gecko) — 2 collected — This was the furtherest 
east this species has been recorded. It is a possible point for conjecture that the nine years of 
drought have created favourable conditions for the dispersal of the species into the area, hence 
a recent range extension, possibly at the expense of Lygodactylus c. capensis. Its habitat 
generally was in dead/decayed logs in mopani scrub. 


Afrodura t. transvaalica (Transvaal flat gecko) — 1 collected — One specimen was found 
at Sentinel in a hollow log at the base of a kopje. No others were sighted, but time at Sentinel 
was limited. 


Pachydactylus bibroni (Bibron’s thicktoed gecko) — 2 collected — was not common, but 
in its location it did prefer areas with more cover. They were also found in termite mounds and 
dead/decayed logs. 


Pachydactylus punctatus (Spotted thicktoed gecko) — 5 collected — was ubiquitous. It 
did not appear much in vertical tree trunks, but was common under stones. 


Mabuya quinquetaeniata margaritifer (Rainbow rock skink) — 3 collected — were not as 
common as expected and confined themselves to colonies on very steep outcrops near to 
permanent water sources. 


Mabuya v. varia (Variable skink) — 5 collected — were common and ubiquitous. It was 
the predominant species of Mabuya. Common locations were under and on stones, logs and 
open ground. 

Mabuya s. strita (Common striped skink) — 3 collected — a common species occurring in 
isolated colonies. They were generally found on trees but only in areas where there was dense 
cover. They were therefore not found in the mopani scrub and few were found on the 
east bank. 

Lygosoma s. sundevallii (Sundevall’s writhing skink) — 4 collected — A common skink 
found under logs inhabited by micro-termites. Often they were buried in the substrate. Their 
locations varied from mopani scrub at the top of hillocks. 

Panaspis wahlbergii (Wahlberg’s snake-eyed skink) — 2 collected — A common skink 
that appeared to occur sympatrically with Lygosoma s. sundevalli. 

Varanus albigularis (Rock leguaan) — 1 collected — was a common species with nume- 
rous sightings. The stomach contents of the specimen collected comprised millipedes, centi- 
pedes and tree cockroaches. 
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AMPHISBAENIA 


Zygaspis quadrifrons (Kalahari Round-snouted Worm-lizard) — 2 collected — was found in 
deep litter substrate under stones or logs in riverine areas. 


Serpentes 


Leptotyphlops longicaudus (Longtailed Thread snake) — 1 collected — was not common, 
due to lack of substrate. The specimen obtained was found on the first terrace of the riverine 
area at the base of a kopje. 


Leptotyphlops s. scutifrons (Peters’ worm snake) — 1 collected — a seemingly unusual 
location under a stone in very dry mopani scrub. 


Python sebae natalensis (Southern African Python) — 1 collected — was found close to 
the river bed and appeared to have been feeding on the fish that were trapped in pools as the 
river receded. 


Psammophis s. subtaeniatus (Western stripe-bellied sand snake) — 2 collected — was a 
common species, flourishing under arid conditions. 


Prosymna sundevallii lineata (Lineolate shovel-snout) — 1 collected — was located on the 
first terrace of the riverine area under a stone at the base of a kopje. 


Telescopus s. semiannulatus (Tiger snake) — 1 collected — was surprisingly found in 
extremely arid conditions in Mopani scrubland under bark on a vertical dead tree. There did, 
however, appear to be a good food supply in the form of Pachydactylus punctatus. 


Dasypeltis scabra (Common eggeater) — 1 collected — was found in dry arid mopani 
acacia scrub under the bark of a fallen tree. A few sporadic vacant Quelea nests were noted in 
the vicinity. Naja haje annulifera (Banded cobra) — 1 collected — found in a firewood pile in 
the National Parks camp. 

Dendroaspis polylepis (Black Mamba) — 1 collected — appeared to be a common species 
at Sentinel Ranch, apparently feeding on hyraxes and bush squirrels. The specimen caught 
was found at the base of a kopje. 

Bitis caudalis (Horned adder) — 2 collected — was found in the Tuli Circle near to a semi- 
permanent pool. A pair were found under large rocks and it appeared they were feeding on 
recently metamorphosed frogs which were abundant in the pools. 


Number of species collected: 33 
New locality records: Serpentes 8 
Amphisbaenia 1 

Sauria 4 

Chelonia 0 

Amphibia 2 

15 

The major points to emerge were the marked variation in species diversity east and west of 


the Shashi and the possible effect of the nine years of drought on the distribution of the 
species. 

Owing to cattle and goat pressure the east side has not weathered the drought as well as the 
west side, which is a hunting reserve. 


2. Within the Circle (a protected area) mammal population appeared to be in a healthy 
state in spite of the droughts. Very large herds of eland and impala were seen. In the case 
of the latter it was felt that there was an overpopulation and that there was a need for 
culling. Lion were heard on several occasions, but never seen. Elephants were sighted on 
only one occasion, but there was a lot of visual evidence of their presence. 
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3. The Sentinel Ranch was well managed and there was an abundance of game in all 
habitats. Elephants were not seen, but again there was a lot of evidence of them. 
G. MACDONALD 


Ornithology 


Unfortunately Mr Kit Hustler (Curator of Ornithology) could not come on the expedition 
because of other commitments. Therefore the museum presence in this discipline was con- 
fined to one Senior Technical Assistant. On the positive side several of the schoolboy members 
were competent amateur ornithologists and there were no bird sightings that we could not 
positively identify. 

The listing for the Bird Atlas Project was confined almost exclusively to two 4° squares — 
2129 CC area (Tuli) and 2229 BA area (Sentinel). In the first area we totalled 154 birds over a 
10 day period whilst in the second area we counted 107 species in two days. 

In the area covered by the Tuli map the Bird Atlas definitive list dated 3/4/90 had a total of 
147 species. Of those we did not see 40, but we were able to add 49 not already listed 
(see below). 


Roberts Roberts 
No. Common Name No. Common Name 

Li Ostrich 402 Giant Eagle Owl 

55 Whitebreasted Cormorant 403 Pel’s Fishing Owl 

68 Yellow-billed Egret 417 Little Swift 
74 Greenbacked Heron 432 Pygmy Kingfisher 

89 Marabou Stork 476 Lesser Honeyguide 

O77. Lesser Flamingo 481 Bennett’s Woodpecker 
105 African Black Duck 483 Golden tailed Woodpecker 
115 Knob-billed Duck 494 Rufous-naped lark 

118 Secretary Bird 498 Sabota lark 

121 Hooded Vulture 505 Dusky lark 

132 Tawny Eagle 589 Familiar Chat 

157 Little Sparrow Hawk 621 Titbabbler 
205 Kurrichane Buttonquail 645 Barthroated Apalis 
230 Kori Bustard 650 Redfaced Crombec 
237 Red chested Koraan 657 Bleating Warbler 
238 Black bellied Koraan 674 Redfaced Cisticola 
297 Spotted Dikkop 761 Plum-coloured Starling 
298 Water Dikkop 805 Yellow-throated Sparrow 
302 Three-banded Courser 806 Scalyfeathered Finch 
303 Bronzewing Courser 834 Melba Finch 
345 Burchell’s Sandgrouse 867 Steelblue Widowfinch 
349 Rock Pigeon 881 Streaky-headed Canary 


378 Black Cuckoo 
394 Wood Owl 
401 Spotted Eagle Owl 


As the Bristow family has been involved in the Bird Atlas Project for some time and had 
listed over 250 species we did not add any new sightings to the Sentinel 4° square. 


At Tuli interesting observations were: 


(1) the Lesser Flamingo three were seen flying over the camp one morning in a north-west 
direction. 


78 


(2) Kori Bustard — several sightings were made. They appeared to be fairly common at 
Sentinel 

(3) the Wood Owl was heard but not seen. Stuart Irwin writes that this species ‘“may be 
absent from the Limpopo River valley upstream from about Beitbridge”’ 

(4) one Pel’s Fishing Owl was clearly seen early one morning close to the camp and it was 
being mobbed by smaller birds. Again Stuart Irwin writes that it is seen “on the Limpopo 


to the confluence of the Shashi,”. No mention is made of its presence along the 
Shashi. 


G.A. MACDONALD 


Taxidermy 


Below is the list of bird specimens collected by the Display Department. 


Longtailed Starling ... 3 Bronze winged Courser .....c.cccccceceeeees i 
Natal Francolin ........ wan Helmeted Guinea fowl 0.0.00. 1 
Meyer’s Parrots ............c:.ccsecsssseesseeees 2 Swainson’s Francolin ..........cccccccesseee 2 
Kurrichane Thrush .............0:ccccecceseees 1 White Helmetshrike ...........cccccecsecceee 2 


T.L. SANGO-MOYO 


Greg Rasmussen and the capture of a Black Mamba 


“Mamba!”’ I shouted. 
The Herpetology group was walking through the rocky areas of Sentinel Ranch. 
“Fix the sticks up”, replied Greg, “I’m going after it.” 


Gregory carefully approached the reptile armed with his press stick, while I began to fix the 
noose together. I must have been about 4 metres away from the snake concentrating on fixing 
sticks, when it shot past my ankles at light ning speed, no more than 50cm away and headed for 
a bush about 5 metres beyond with Greg in hot pursuit. As it disappeared into the bush Greg 
grabbed the unfortunate creature by the tail and began to pull. I had fixed the sticks by then 
and we managed to get the noose around its neck. Gregory pinned it to the ground and picked 
it up by the head. Unfortunately our bag was a little small for this 21 metre monster but we 
eventually squeezed him in. 


On returning to camp Gordon kindly provided a selection of padlocked containers whilst 
Heather watched Gregory clean the snake’s mouth from a distance in the security of the truck 
with the windows wound up. 

The critter now resides At a snake park in Victoria Falls and Greg lives on... 

T.S. CUSSANS 


Quiet Waters 1990 


Chairman: G.A. MACDONALD Esq. 
Secretary: E.J. MARAIS Esq. 
Treasurer: D.J.M. FLEMING 
Committee Members: MESSRS G. ARMSTRONG, R.B. BREBNER, 
M.A. CUMMING, R.R. HARTLEY, V. MASUKU, J. POSSELT, A.A. TAYLOR, 
A.C. BANCROFT (January 1991) 


1990 was a year of both achievements and disappointments. Perhaps the greatest progress 
was made in the development of the Cattle Project — the Cattle Club has become established 
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as a major extramural activity for the boys and the herd has grown to seventy-two head inspite 
of two deaths during the Christmas holidays. It is expected that in 1991 the cattle will begin to 
generate funds for Quiet Waters. 


Mammal numbers continue to grow. Thanks toa generous donation from Debshan Ranch 
our tsessebe population grew to nine by August but two died as a result of poverty after the fire. 
Three zebra were brought from Lemco in October. Two of these mares were already pregnant. 
In all, four foals were born in November and December, so the zebra population now stands at 
eighteen. The impala herds produced ten lambs in December so they now number over forty. 
In December 1990 and January 1991 regular sightings of reedbuck, duiker, steenbok, klip- 
springer and warthog have been made, which indicates a healthy nucleus of these animals in 
the park. In November there were exciting prospects of acquiring a few giraffe from Tshaba- 
lala. These unfortunately did not materialise owing to complications, but Mrs Gail Amyot a 
staunch supporter of Quiet Waters, assures us that we should get them from the same source 
some time in 1991. 


ae 


QUIET WATERS 1990 


The greatest setback in 1990 was the devastating veldfire in September which burnt the 
whole of the Wilderness area, three-quarters of the game fenced portion and did considerable 
damage to the facilities in the campsite. As a result of the lack of available food six kudu, two 
tsessebe, two impala, one bush pig, and several duiker and steenbok were known to have died. 
It is heartening, however, to see how interested people rallied to assist — several local farmers 
and businesses responded with help of supplementary feed for the game and made available 
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grazing for our cattle. A generous cash donation from the Wildlife Society of Zimbabwe helped 
us to buy more supplementary feed for the game and this went a long way to saving our animals 
from starvation. In addition, a substantial donation of cattle feed was received from Triangle 
and this helped the cattle to see through the difficult period. 


Falcon schoolboy involvement was considerable and much appreciated. A further three 
trails were cut by House groups. This now gives a total of twelve trails through a variety of 
interesting habitats — and these are being used more and more by people over weekends. In 
the third term all Houses were involved in clearing up the cattle dip complex. There was so 
much refuse collected that it filled an old fifty metre deep shaft! 


Unfortunately, because of the virtual destruction of the campsite and the burning of most 
of the Park, planned visits by classes from Gateway Primary School (Harare) and Midlands 
Christian School (Gweru) had to be cancelled. These two school groups would have spent four 
days each on Quiet Waters and done interesting courses on basic ecology. Carlisle, the local 
primary school, has continued to help with anti-erosion exercises and has done a number of 
day field trips where the children have learn animal and bird identification. Sacred Heart, 
another nearby primary school sent a group of Grade 6/7 boys on a day visit. With the help of 
members of the Junior Natural History Society as leaders they learnt something about trees, 
birds and mammals. It is hoped that this school will make greater use of the facility. 


On the positive side, the fire did have some beneficial effects. The scrub encroachment 
which was serious in several areas has been burnt back and this has allowed good permanent 
grasses to become established giving excellent grazing. In addition, run-off into the dams and 
weirs has been considerable, unlike that of the last two years. 


Perhaps the most unfortunate aspect of the year has been the lack of fulfilment of deve- 
lopment projects earmarked for 1990 owing to the scarcity of funds. Perhaps the completion of 
the campsite and the further development of educational facilities will take place in 
1991. 

G.A.M. 


Old Boys’ Association 


BIRTHS 


EVANS — to Shaun and Katie a son in February in Harare 

SOLE — to John and Sue a daughter in February in Harare 

REID — to Tim and Raye a son in March in Harare 

MCAULAY — to Butch and Sally a daughter in April in Roodeport 
SALMON — to Owen and Isabeau a son in April in Pretoria 

DAVIS — to Mark and Cathy a daughter in May in Los Angeles 
MILNE — to Ross and Claire a son in July in Harare 
DANCKWERTS — to Craig and Roxy a son in July in Harare 
ANTHONY — to Anthony and Wendy a daughter in August in Harare 
THURLOW — to Barry and Penny a son in August in Harare 
BONE — to Andrew and Kelly a daughter in September in Harare 
BROOM — to Russ and Amanda a son in November in Marondera 
BLEVIN — to Rod and Sue a son in November in Harare 
EVERETT — to David and Fiona a daughter in November in Harare 
REED — to Matthew and Anne a son in January 1991 in Oslo 
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HENNING — to Derek and Allison a daughter in Harare 
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ENGAGEMENTS 


MABERLY — TYNDALE-BISCOE: William to.Erin in February 
STOBART — HOLMAN: Andrew to Susannah in May 
NICHOLSON — SIMMONS: Sean to Mandy in June 
GIBBS — FOY: Anthony to Suzanne in July 

MEIKLE — BOYD: Robert to Jacque in July 

PEARSON — BAILLIE: Grant to Nicky in August 

HILL — ERLAM: Michael to Sarah in August 

YEATMAN — PELSER: Brett to Belinda in August 

HYDE — TEDESCHI: Russell to Donna in August 
SCHEIJDE — TROMPE: Nicholas to Karen in September 
RUDD — ROBINSON: Thomas to Clare in September 
LANE — BAILEY: Jonathan to Jenifer in October 
DANCKWERTS — CASCIATI: Rijk to Belinda in November 
DOLLAR — CAMP: Paul to Lindy in December 


MARRIAGES 
BYDAWELL — MASON: Sean to Deborah in October in Harare 


ZIMBABWE 


The request at the end of the 1990 magazine for FOBS to return the tear-off form 
containing information about themselves and other FOBS met with some success. 

Seen in the ‘Business Herald’ was news that TIM JOHNSON (64), who lives at Lake 
Manyame with his wife Jo and two children, has recently been appointed a director of Astra 
Holdings Limited. This follows the acquisition of majority shares in Cairns Holdings by the 
Astra group of companies. Tim, who has been with the Cairns group for 11 years, had become 
its Managing director in July 1990. 


PETER TRAVERS-DRAPES (65) is married with two children and living in Harare. He is 
the Finance Director at the Aberfoyle Holdings Group in Harare. 

NICHOLAS ARKELL (73) reports that he is farming cotton, wheat, maize, soyabeans and 
coffee. He lives in Raffingora with his wife and two small children. He tells us that DAVE 

O’NEILL- WILLIAMS (81) is running his own irrigation consultancy business in Banket. 

KIM MACKAY (81) moved from Bulawayo to Harare in February 1989, and married Nicola 
in September 1989, while NIGEL SLY (81) was his Best Man. Kim works for Tedco asa 
Fashion Buyer. He and Nicola were recently visited by CHARLES ORAM (80) and his 
wife, who had previously been living in the U.K. but who are now in New Zealand. 

COLIN BRISTOW (79) lives at Sentinel Ranch near Beit Bridge, where he runs cattle, but 
is hard at work developing his Photographic and hunting safari operations. He was kind 
enough to allow the 1990 Expedition to camp at one of his safari camps for a couple of days. 
All who were there agreed that their stay at Sentinel was the highlight of the Expedition. It 
was recently reported in the Johannesburg ‘Sunday Times’ that Colin had an unpleasant 
brush with the South African Defence Fi orces, who patrol the banks of the Limpopo 
opposite his safari camp. PATRICK HYDE (84) completed his studies in Agriculture at 
Lackham College in the U.K. in June 1988, then travelled the world for 15 months. He 
returned to Zimbabwe for a while, but planned to leave for Australia in October 1990 to 
take up a good job he’d been offered there. 

WAYNE PARHAM (81) and his wife Elizabeth and daughter live at Brechin Estates where 
he farms tobacco. He was voted ‘The Tobacco Grower of the Year’ for 1990 and was pre- 
sented with the trophy in June. 
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JOHN VAN JAARSVELDT (82) has been with Binga Crocodile Farm since leaving Falcon, 
and now he is the Farm Manager, as well as managing Silver Best Kapenta (Put.) Ltd. 
Living so far from everywhere, he has found that having his private pilot’s licence (obtained 
in 1984) has been of great assistance in his business activities. 

ROSS MILNE (78) is tobacco farming in the Wedza area, where he plays Country District 
golf and Winter League Cricket. He reports that he does a lot of PRO work for Falcon with 
parents in the area who have Senior school-going sons! Also farming in the area are DAVID 

ENGLAND (80) and DAVID OGILVIE (58), while BRUCE WELLS (66) is the local vet. 

HOWARD MATTHEWS (78) is Deputy Head of Ruzawi (he visited the College last year 
with the Ruzawi cricketers). Ross’s uncle DON MILNE (60) is farming at Camperdown 
Natal. 

DAVID WRIGHT (87) writes that he recently travelled overseas on the Quantas Triangle 
scheme, and has been farming on a Burley tobacco farm in the Burma Valley. He is at 
present ona course at Blackfordby which he is due to complete in May 1991. He tells us that 
NEIL RAINBIRD (88) joined the Engineers in the British Army. 

ROBERT HOSKINS- DAVIES (85) wrote to us from Chinhoyi, where he is working on the 
family farm, having spent four years in the U.K. doing Agricultural Management at the 
Welsh Agricultural College, and getting experience by working on farms. He has tried to 
play Polo but is suffering from recent knee surgery, the result of a schoolrugby injury. He is 
in contact with the NICOLLES and HOYS in the Lomagundi area, and regularly meets 
JOHN DILMITIS (80) and ‘SCRAPPIE’ ROUSE (83) in the local Country Club pub! 

ANDREW PUGH (78) until September 1990 National Parks Warden at Kyle National Park, 
is now living with his wife and family ona crocodile and ostrich farm in the Masvingo area. 
His brother IAN (80) is still in London, and is in the process of selling his film script. 

TERENCE BOYCE (78) bought a farm in the Centenary district where he is farming 
tobacco. He and his wife have a daughter. 

BRUCE SKINNER (78) got married in Zambia in 1990 — the wedding was almost a FOBS 
reunion! — while WILLIAM DAVIS (78) lives in Harare with his wife and two children, and 
manages A.I. Davis and Co. PAUL BENNIE (81) still lives at Gwaai where he is involved in 
safari operations and he reports that SIMON RODGER (80) has recently bought a game 
ranch in the area. 

RICHARD BROOKS (83) went to Natal Technicon for two years where he did Mechanical 
Engineering, before travelling round Europe, Asia and Australia for two years, working 
mostly as a labourer, He then joined the computer industry and is now employed as a 
computer programmer by C F Tulley in Harare. He sent us news about several FOBS: 

STUART HENDERSON (83) qualified as a Land Surveyor and is now farming at Raf- 
fingora, as is his brother IAN (84). 

ANDREW ZEIBARI (84) is a design engineer in Harare, while IAN MACDONALD-SMITH 
(84) is farming in Beatrice. 

TOM GRENFELL (84) is married and living in Edinburgh where he works in the hotel 
business. 

DERECK GARRETT (83) is farming too, in the Centenary district. 

Seen in ‘The Farmer’ in January 1990 was a photograph of JOHN QUINTON (85). It was 
reported that he was one of two Zimbabweans to be awarded a Higher National Diploma 
from Harper Adams Agricultural College in the U.K. John’s diploma was for Agricultural 
Engineering. 

COLIN WENHAM (89) was working for Rusitu Valley Development Corporation, and he 
was involved in installing a new drip irrigation scheme for coffee grown by peasant farmers. 
He is at present at the Cape Town Technicon where he plans to do a diploma in Conserva- 
tion. 

DAVID SOLE (69) and his wife Kathie and two sons were at the College for the FOBS 
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week-end in July, and wrote to say how much they had enjoyed themselves. David is 
farming at Glendale, and plans to send his sons to Falcon from 1992. 

GEORGE VAN WYK (84) works for Shearwater and his time is spent either canoeing bet- 
ween Kariba and Kanyemba, or kayaking and whitewater rafting at Victoria Falls. 

JULIAN CURTISS (88) wrote to say that he works for R McDairmid and Co in Harare, 
and that he is General Manager of a subsidiary company which deals with solar water heat- 
ing projects. He plans to open a Mexican restaurant in the near future. 

GUY TURNER (79) with his girlfriend Melanie, recently visited the College and spent a few 
‘days here. He lives in London where he works for a computer firm, and he and Melanie 
had spent the Festive Season with his parents, JIll and DOUGAL TURNER, in Johannes- 
burg. He gave us news of elder brother JOHN (73) who is married to Vanessa, and who lives 
in Harare. They have a new baby daughter. 


BRUNO TURNER (76) is a civil engineer working for a company in Harare, and is still play- 
ing cricket. He was in the U.K. on leave while Guy was here, but they hoped to meet upon 
Guy’s return! Guy had seen PAUL SOUTTER (78) and FENTON COTTERILL (82) in 
London. 

JOY-ANNE COX (79) is still teaching at Girls’ College in Bulawayo, where she also teaches 
Highland and Scottish Dancing. In April 1990 she went to England for her brother LEWIN 
COX’s (76) wedding. While over there she saw MARGARET GOODBURN (83) who is 
living and working in the U.K. 

PAUL MAARSCHALEK (72) recently moved to the Corporate Finance Department of the 
First Merchant Bank, where he enjoys the interesting work which involves venture capital, 
share issues, raising large capital sums for new development etc. He enjoys squash and 
running and often sees MARTY RUSHMERE (65) who is a free-lance journalist based in 
Harare. He has news of CHRIS RODGERS (73) who trained as a vet, but is now Admini- 
strative Manager of Crasters, an engineering foundry in Harare. 

ROBERT CHALLISS (60) is still teaching English at St George's where he is also a House- 
master and in charge of squash. He has two children, but sadly his wife Rosemary died in 
October 1989. 

HEATH MIRTLE (86) recently spent 4 months travelling in the USA where he met up with 
DUNCAN GREAVES (83) with whom he spent a few days in New York. He is working 
for Shearwater, white water rafting and kayaking, and is based at Victoria Falls, where he 
sees many FOBS during the season. 

JAMIE SMITH (89) has beenin the printing business, but has found it not to his liking, so he 
has plans to go overseas, first ona working holiday, travelling the world, and then hopes to 
Join the British army in 1993. 

PIETER MAARSCHALEK (71) writes to say that he is working for Stewart Scott NCL, afirm 
of consulting engineers, in Harare. His main areas of interest are dams and canals, though 
he does spend time on other facets of engineering as well. He and his wife have three sons. 

IAN HELBY (59) lives in Harare where he is the Executive Director of The Discount 
Company of Zimbabwe Ltd and also Chairman of Council for the Institute of Bankers of 
Zimbabwe. He says ANDREW SKEEN (59) is a lecturer at Wits University and has 
written several books. 

ROSS WHYTE (88) is studying textiles at the Cape Technicon and hopes to join his father’s 
business. Apparently SIMON DIX (87) after his successes in South Africa, plans to start a 
course in Yuppyism in Harare! 

DAVID WORDSWORTH (83), who completed an HND in Electrical Engineering at Vaal 
Triangle Technicon, is employed at the Union Carbide Smelter in Kwekwe and has 
recently become engaged. 

JAMES LAING (83) recently graduated with a MBCHB, from UCT (as did 
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CHRISTOPHER DOUIE (84), while WALTER DOUIE (83) graduated MBCHB the year 
before) and is at present doing his internship at Groote Schuur Hospital, Cape Town. 

MBONGENI MKWANANZI (82) is still with National Foods, employed as the Internal 
Auditor (Northern Region). 

PERCY SIBANDA (87) has completed his final year in computer science at UZ, and was 
Vice-Captain of the University Rugby team. 

GARY WRIGHT (85) has completed his final year at Medical School, UZ, and tells us that 
IAN HUGHSON (85) is thinking of going sheep farming in the Karroo in 1991. 

GEORGE JEFFREYS (80) did an Honours degree at Durban, University of Natal, then 
worked in Botswana, first as a correspondent, then in education. He has recently been 
teaching temporarily at Cyrene Mission, but hopes to go overseas to do a Masters degree. 
His brother DAVID (79) completed an MSc at the London School of Economics and is 
currently a Research Assistant at Exeter University. It is reported that ANDREW 
MAFFESANTI (83) is now an actuary and doing very well. 

A number of FOBS have excelled in the 1990-91 Zimbabwe cricket season. The following 
have been chosen for the Zimbabwe A and B squads — ANDREW WALLER (77); GLEN 
BRUK-JACKSON (87); CRAIG EVANS (87); ETHAN DUBE (89); DEREK GIBBS (89); 
STEPHEN PEALL (87); PAUL STRANG (88); GUY WHITTALL (90) and ADAM 
HUCKLE (90). Reports from the ‘Eastern Province Herald’ indicate that Adam, who is at 
Rhodes, had taken several wickets in the local league, and in the South African Univer- 
sities Tournament which took place in December 1990. 

IAN CONNEL (85) started in hotel management after he left school, but after a year’s train- 
went into Textile Sales Repping. However, that didn’t suit him and he is now in his third 
year of an apprenticeship in diesel mechanics. 

ANDREW DIX (85) works in Harare as an Insurance broker and indulges in his hobby of 
cricket umpiring. He was one of the umpires for the Young Zimbabwe versus the West 
Indies ‘B’ game in October 1989. 

PRU LAMY (née Taylor FOG 71) still lives in Harare with her businessman husband and 
recently won an award for her graphics in the Zimbabwe Heritage '90 exhibition in the 
National Gallery. She manages to find time for her art between driving her two children to 
and from their schools. 

SHANE MANSERGH (85) is working at Gaths Mine as an electrician. 

DOUGLAS FOLLWELL (87) completed a course at Blackfordby, and then spent some time 
in Canada ona scholarship to further his studies in tobacco growing. He is now managing 
a tobacco and cattle farm in the Banket area. His younger brother RICHARD (89) spent a 
year after leaving school as a Learner Hunter in the Zambesi Valley. He is now attending 
College in Tennessee in the U.S.A. with a view to studying Veterinary Science. The third 
brother IAN (89) is very happy working in Harare as an apprentice electrician. 

DAVID ROCKINGHAM-GILL is busy co-ordinating one of the Zimbabwe areas for the 
Southern African Bird Atlas Project. 

NIGEL SLY (81) married with one child, who was previously farming at Mhangura, is now 
working in the family business, Haddon and Sly in Bulawayo. 

IVAN SLY (78) lives in Pretoria with his wife and two children, where he works for a fashion 
retailer, but is returning to Zimbabwe in 1991 to join the family business in Harare, while 
NICHOLAS SLY (80), who is also married with two children, grows tobacco in Macheke. 

TEMBA HABANE (86) completed his Pharmacy degree at UZ and is now working as a 
Pharmacist for the United Bulawayo Hospitals. 


R.S.A. 
CHRISTIAAN VAN WYK (66) works hard in his veterinary practice in Port Shepstone. 
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He and his wife Julie have a son and daughter. His brother LEON (77) has been teaching 
Biology at Dundee High School and youngest brother NICO (79) works for Power Instal- 
lations in Durban. All three brothers visit Zimbabwe as often as possible to see their 
parents and to visit the Zambezi Valley. 

DAVID VAN WYK (87) is at University in Pietermaritzburg and hopes to return to Zim- 
babwe to teach. His cousin WARWICK RENDER (88) has been working at Roodefontein 
Stud Plettenberg Bay, whichis owned by ADRIAN GARDENER (63). Warwick is about to 
move to another stud farm in the Nottingham Road area. 

ZANE JOHNSON (86) completed his fourth, and, he hoped, final year of Chemical 
Engineering at the end of 1990. He writes that there isa superb theatre complex in Durban 
and “'so as not to let my studies hinder my education, Ihave become an ardent fan of every- 
thing from Chekhov to Sondheim.” 

BRUCE RACKHAM (81) is in charge of a big project for AECI at Sasolburg. 

DAVID GILES (78) works for a transport company in Johannesburg. 

LINDSAY SKEA (58) lives in Pietermaritzburg where he works for Elanco as a Marketing 
Advisor to the Broiler and Feedlot industries in Natal. 

(Dr) TIMOTHY GROUT (77) lives in Port Elizabeth with his wife and two daughters, where 
he is still involved in citrus research entomology in the Eastern Cape. He says he hasn't 
bumped into MONTY WOOLLEY (Staff 77) yet, but would like to, to ask him about all 
that soccer coaching! He isin contact with IAN CORBRIDGE (72) who has left the teaching 


profession and is working for the wool combers in Uitenhage. 
MICHAEL STOBART (85), after doing his BSe at Rhodes, then completed his Honours 
degree there and is now embarked on an MSe in Fisheries Science/Aquaculture, and is 


finding work on his thesis most interesting. While he was at Rhodes, he enjoyed doing some 
rowing. 

ANDREW CLARK (85) wrote to say that he was in his third year of apprenticeship to be an 
Aircraft Maintenance Engineer. At present he is working for a crop spraying company in 
Bethlehem. He reports that his brother JOHN (88) is at Agricultural College in PMB and 
doing well, while his father ANDREW (58) is now ona tobacco farm in the Barberton area 
not far from DAVID (58) and RUSSELL (83) CARTWRIGHT, who are also farming. 

KEN WILLIAMS (89) who recently visited the College, is in his final year of a B.Comm at 
Rhodes, where he plays golf and water-polo. His brother IAN (88) isin the electrical trade in 
Witbank. He was selected for the Rand Mines Rugby tour of S.A. in 1989. 

MARK HEATHCOTE (87) is also in his final year of a B.Comm degree at Rhodes and was a 
Res. rugby captain. 

MARK SAUNDERS (87), also at Rhodes and playing First XV rugby, is finishing his Social 
Science degree. 

OWEN SALMON (75) ina long and newsy letter, wrote to say that he and his wife Isabeau, 
who live in Pretoria, had a son, Pierre in April 1990. He says that “building our own house 
was great fun... In my next life, next to being a beach bum and a pop star lam going to be 
an architect.” On the work front he is busy too, and thrives on Supreme Court cases where 
“everything is a flurry of late nights and adrenalin.” His brother PAUL (73) is doing well 
as a partner ina firm of Radiologists in East London, and ran in his 8th Comrades Mara- 
thon in 1990. He and second wife Cathy have a son. 

ANDREW SALMON (77) lives in Edinburgh with his wife and son. He works in a depart- 
ment store in a managerial position and enjoys its challenges and also enjoys cycling to 
work! 

PETER WAKELIN ( 69), who lives in Durban, is an Associate Professor in Rural Develop- 
ment at Natal University. 

MARK ANDREWS (76) having spent five years in Triangle as an Instrument and Control 
Engineer, is now in Usutu, Swaziland, where he is on a contract as a Project Engineer. 
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He is married with two children. 

JOHN BRAITHWAITE (73) who with his wife and children visited the College in 1990, 
wrote to say that he lives in Cape Town. He read Law at UCT, then joined a firm of 
Chartered Accountants where he served articles and studied part-time, and obtained a 
CTA from UCT. For the last six years, however, having left the accounting profession, he 
has been involved in corporate finance and merchant banking activities which he finds 
stimulating and rewarding. 

MARK WENHAM (88) is doing a BSc Agric at PMB 

STUART WENMAN (89) is at Wits doing Chemical Engineering. He was awarded a scholar- 
ship after gaining 5 firsts in his first year 

BARRY GASS (89) has also been granted a scholarship, having excelled in his first year at 
Wits Technicon, where he is doing Mechanical Engineering. 

Light-hearted news comes from MALCOM (HAGGIS) ROSS (60) who has finally seen a 
dream come true, with the long-awaited launching of his yacht, ‘Pipedream’ which he has 
spent the last few years building himself. His wife Lindsay says that the yacht is ‘beautiful 
— yellow and white.”’ Even better, she sails beautifully, even though they've had some 
tense moments getting to know her, starting with the failure of the 80 ton crane to lift the 
yacht over some telephone wires on to the waiting low-bed trailer which was to take ‘Pipe- 
dream’ to Liideritz for her launching! 

GRANT BAILEY (80) is at present completing a coursework Masters degree in Environ- 
mental Management, having done a BSc Hons at University of Natal, Durban. 

In 1990, ROB TOWNSEND (87) was selected for the junior Springboks for power-lifting. 
That alone was a remarkable thing, but not long ago he broke the world record for junior 
(under 23) power-lifting in the dead-lift section. He broke the record by two and a half kilo- 
grams. 

SIMON BROWN (82) visited the College in October with his wife and children. He and his 
family live in Randburg. 

TONY HARRIS (69) of the Transvaal Museum is leading an intensive study of the Bat 
Hawk in the North-Eastern Transvaal, using high tech methods. 

BOB FUNNEKOTTER (86) is into his fifth year of medicine at UCT and is finally enjoying 
himself, having found the first three years terrible! 

ANTHONY JOHNSON (60) is still living in Francistown in Botswana where he has a 
number of business interests, including the locally well known Motel Marang. He is 
married with two children. 

MILES JOHNSON (64) is living at Lions River where he has a large pig farm with plans to 
further expand it. Amongst his various business interests, he is a director of the Escort 
plg co-operative, 

GARY VINCENT (70) visited the College last year for the first time since he left school. 
He is married with two children and lives in Springs where he works for Link Airways as 
Chief Inspector. Link Airways, which also operates Gas Turbine and Metro aircraft, has 
the largest fleet of Piper Chieftain aircraft in S.A. 

GARY METHVEN, (85) living in Welkom, is involved in the mining industry and plays 
rugby for Postals Sports Club. 

MICHAEL HENNING (84) graduated from the University of Natal with a B. Agricultural 
Management, and is now running a family citrus and vegetable farm near Tshipise in the 
N. Transvaal. 

MATTHEW TAYLOR (76) is now one of the three directors of Agri-Aid, a firm in Howick, 
Natal which produces and exports grain seeds. His eldest sister JANE KIRK (née Taylor 
FOG 70) lives at Hilton with her husband and family of three daughters. She has returned 
to part-time nursing. The youngest sister, FELICITY TAYLOR (FOG 81 ) has been nursing 
in various places, but she is now in PMB where she is taking a course between duties, at 
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Grey’s Hospital. 

PAUL CANNON (Staff) sent us a long list of FOBS news for which we are most grateful: 

PETER GORDON (61) practises in East London as a Chiropractor, though he has plans to 
move to Cape Town. He appeared in four theatrical productions in East London in 1989! 

MARCUS GORDON (63) lives in Cape town where he works for Liberty Life. He would like 
to hear from contemporaries. His Business phone number is 212230. ; 

MICHAEL (CUBE) GORDON (62) works as the Group Financial Controller with 
C.G. Smith (Sugar) in Durban, and spent 2 months at Stanford University in USA in 1989. 
Both he and Marcus ran the Two Oceans Marathon and the Comrades Marathon in 1989, 
and finished both races! 

IAN BISHOP (61) works as Marketing Manager for S.A. Bottling Company in Port 
Elizabeth. 

RUSSELL COULTER (64) and his wife and family live in Randburg. 

PETER WILSON (63) works for Goodyear in Port Elizabeth. He and his wife do much long 
distance running, and Peter plays Veteran’s hockey. 

BRIAN PEACEFULL (66) lives in East London where he and his wife run a band called 
‘The Peacefuls!’ 

GILBERT COTTRELL (62) is Managing Director of the Corporate Consulting Group in 
Cape Town. 

FRED GOLDSTEIN (60) works in the computer department at UCT. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


RICHARD VARDEN (85) is at the Camborne School of Mines where, having completed the 
Higher National Diploma in Mineral Engineering, he is now doing a degree in Mining 
Engineering. He was Captain of the 2nd XV rugby team, plays squash and goes scuba 
diving when possible. His address is 12 Treva Road, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 7AD, U.K. 

CLIFFORD DENN (76) recently visited the College. He is an industrial designer and was 
working in France where he was building a boat for a wealthy client. He is now back in 
England. His brother JEREMY (76) is an architect in his father’s business in Malawi. 

ANDREW STOBART (82) completed two years at Oxford on a Rhodes Scholarship and then 
spent nearly a year travelling. He now has a job with BP Nutrition in England as 
Marketing/Sales Manager. The company is in a Joint venture with a Finnish one and is 
working with Enzymes in Animal Feeds. He is engaged, planning to be married in May in 
England. 

Pictured on the front page of ‘The Times’, is a photograph of PETER STANSBURY (82) 
and a write-up on a new computer system. Peter is the Marketing Manager for the 
company which has developed the system, a revolutionary one called Autoroute Plus. It 
is a desktop mapping system programmed to plan the shortest route for drivers, and pro- 
mises to save drivers about 20% in motoring expenses on average journeys. 

CHRISTOPHER NICOLLE (89) is at the Royal Agricultural College at Cirencester where 
he has embarked on a two year Farm Managerial Course. Prior to this he was working 
on a farm in Oxfordshire. 

(Dr) MICHAEL COHLER (69) writes to say that he is still teaching physics at the University 
of York, but now spends a great deal of time flying. He obtained his pilot’s licence and has 
now graduated to flying ‘tug pilot’ for his local gliding club. He also keeps up his gliding, 
does aerobatics and is therefore able to turn gliders upside down! His brother GENE (73) 
and his wife have a second daughter and live in New York, where Gene enjoys his work as 
an Associated Director at Beas Stern. 

GRAHAM LORD (60) who visited the College in 1990, where he was doing an assignment for 
the ‘Sunday Express’, for which he is Literary Editor, writes to say that his articles on 


88 


Zimbabwe and Mozambique had the most extraordinary response from Old Falcons all 
over the world .. . “Because of them I have recently had lunch with KIT CUMINGS (59) 
(now a broadcaster in Hong Kong) at DEREK WILSON’s (60) magnificent country pile 
near Bishop Stortford, and dinner with NIGEL PEGRAM (58), the actor, in Kingston- 
on-Thames... Iam writing flat out on my book on Zimbabwe and Mozambique which I 
have promised my publisher by the end of the year... It is promising to be great fun to 
do.” 

PETER RIDLEY (85) has Joined the British Army Air Corps and is doing a year’s officer 
training at the Royal Academy, Sandhurst, His address is New College, Royal Military 
Academy, Sandhurst, Camberley GUI15 4PQ. 

NEIL RIDLEY (84) is doing his final year’s training as an electronics technician and is 
employed by Escom in Witbank. 

Yet another FOB appeared in a British newspaper, this time BRYAN PEARSON (71). He 
was at one stage number 6 in the British squash rankings, and played several times for 
Great Britain. It was reported in a long feature on Bryan, that Huddersfield Squash Club, 
who play in the Yorkshire league’s Premier Division, received a boost when Bryan, a profes- 
stonal, renewed his contract with the Club. He has been a tremendous acquisition for the 
club since he took up his duties in 1987, both in his coaching capacity and asa regular play- 
ing member. 

PETER WAKEFIELD (76) is living in Wimbledon (43 Caxton Road, London SW19 8S.) 
and works as an Aviation Insurance Underwriter at Lloyds of London. 

JAMES MARGESSON (76) who thoroughly enjoys living in England lives in Devon with his 
wife and daughter, and still finds time to play cricket. 

BRYAN THAL (76) lives in London, with his wife and daughter, and is working for Swiss 
Bank. 

(Professor) KEITH FOX (67) has recently been appointed to the Duke of Edinburgh Chair 
of Cardiology of the Faculty of Medicine at Edinburgh University. Keith writes to say that 
he has found the work very stimulating and said that, “We've been able to introduce some 
new coronary thrombus dissolving techniques in the early treatment of heart attack.” 

ANDREW CAMPBELL (80) has been ‘subbing’ for the ‘Western Daily’ in Bristol, but 
manages to get home to Bulawayo each Christmas. 

BRIAN DARLING (68) writes again to say that he and his family are still in France, where 
they live in Ville d’Auray, in the western suburbs of Paris. They have been in Paris for six 
years, and their eldest child started in his first grade at the American School of Paris. Tam 
sure Dougal Turner is shuddering if he reads this, but I can tell you, it was not an easy 
decision!’ In 1990 he spent some time in Singapore, made several trips to the States, on two 
of which, to New Orleans and Tulsa, he was accompanied by his wife. He went in September 
to Bahrain and Dubai, as after the Kuwait invasion in August, their business became very 
active in the Middle East. ‘Quite an interesting time to be there!’ 

GARY REEVE-JOHNSON (84) is now in his 3rd year of Veterinary Science at the University 
of Edinburgh, During his second year he represented his peers on the Vet Faculty Commit- 
tee and on the University Students’ Council and also managed the Vet Stand at the Royal 
Show in Edinburgh. As well as delivering lambs and calves as part of his studies, he found 
time to run the Scottish Inter-Cycle marathon; rode the whitewaters in the Highlands 
and went ona whistle-stop tour of the U.S.A.! 


THE REST OF THE WORLD 


NIGEL JARMAN (62) is a retired Marine Biologist and Scientific Diver, and he and his 
wife are now living in New Zealand. According to a pamphlet publicising an Antarctic 
Expedition to celebrate the Centenary of the Mountain Club of Southern Africa, Nigel isa 
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Elephant removing tree trunk from front lawn — Ratnapura 1990 from Chris Masters. 


certified skipper, navigator and deep-sea diver. He has made several ocean crossings and 
diving expeditions to Vema Seamount, Alphard Banks, Gough Island and Tristan da 
Cunha. He previously sailed to Antarctica in 1984-85. The 1990-91 Expedition, of which he 
isa member, aims to sail by yacht to Antarctica and to make the first South African ascents 
of Mt Francais, Mt Shackleton and a significant unnamed, unclimbed peak of the Antarc- 
tic peninsula, His phone number is NZ 0812 6624. 

JOHN MARAIS (79) and his wife and daughter still live in Barcelona, where he has started 
on a Law degree. They look forward to a visit in April by parents TED and MARILYN 
MARAIS (Staff). 

BRUCE CAMPBELL (84) left Zimbabwe at the beginning of June for a holiday in U.K., 
then on to the States to take up a Rotary International Graduate Fellowship, which covers 
a year’s study. He is at Tulane Law School, New Orleans, doing an LLM (Master of Laws). 
He has already seen quite a lot of the Deep South, and hopes to spend a month touring 
the States at the end of his course. According to his parents, who receive regular and enter- 
taining letters from him, he has had some colourful and amazing experiences! 

RUSSELL HYDE (86) recently completed a horticultural course in Chicago. He is engaged 
to Donna, from Chicago, and they plan to marry in April 1991. He plays rugby for, and is 
Captain of, West Side Condors of Chicago, and was selected to play for the Chicago Area 
Rugby Football Union. 
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DAVID KIRKMAN (86) graduated from Michigan State University, and is also playing 
rugby. He was Captain of his varsity side, and captained the Michigan Collegiate Select 
side for 1990. 

JOHN DAKIN (61 and Staff) whose daughter Claire spent some time at Falcon on her way 
home from a year spent in the U.K., writes to say that he is sharing his time and teaching 
between Toowoomba Grammar School and the University of Queensland. He comments 
that the Quiet Waters shirt and hat we sent him provide exotic talking points at Oz gather- 
ings! 

ROBIN FLEMING (73) and his family, who spent a happy year at Falcon on exchange with 
MIKE RENAHAN (75) are back in Auckland at King’s College. They made the most of 
their stay, and also saw a great deal of the country, voting the Victoria Falls a firm 
favourite. 

MICHAEL GRAY (68) wrote to say that he has been in the tobacco business since leaving 
Falcon, stationed mostly in the Far East, where he has lived for the last 20 years. However, 
he has recently moved to Head Office in North Carolina, where he is in a new position as 
Vice-President. He and his wife have a young son. 

CHARLES ORAM (80) and his wife and sonare livingina small country town called Marton 
in North Island, New Zealand. He is working as a software engineer for a company which 
makes and exports security systems and petrol pumps. 

SOTERIS SOTERIOU (76) wrote from Cyprus where he lives with his wife and three child- 
ren. He works for American Express and would like to hear from FOBS, especially those in 
the U.K., since he travels there often, on business. His address is 16 Parthenosos Street, 
Aytos Phometios, Nicosia, Cyprus. 

CHRISTOPHER MASTERS (63) who lives in Thailand, works in the gem business centred 
in Sri Lanka and the States, although he has recently started dealing in gems in Japan. He 
is also involved in a company which buys rough stones from East Africa and Madagascar. 
His company buys gems such as rubies, sapphires, emeralds, star sapphires etc; cuts and 
polishes them in Thailand, and then sells them abroad. 

TONY BILBOROUGH (57) now lives in Brisbane where he is a consultant to the Mining 
industry. He reports that RICHARD POTTS has recently become Manager of Hilton Mine 
at Mount Isa in Queensland. 

HOWARD WOOLFORD (57) recently visited Zimbabwe. He works for BP Oil Middle East 
Ltd, and he is based in Bahrain. Because of the Gulf Crisis his wife remained in Zimbabwe 
when he returned to Bahrain. 


NEWS OF FORMER STAFF 


JILL, AND DOUGAL TURNER continue to flourish in Johannesburg, and were recently 
vinited by sons JOHN and GUY. 
GLYNN AND RAY JONES have moved back to Bulawayo after a spell in the Moth Cot- 


tayes at Kinghaven in Esigodini. Glynne enjoyed his return to some teaching at Falcon, 
and was even happier when the tarred road was completed! They are expecting a visit in 
February from MONTY WOOLLEY who is enjoying his retirement on the family farm on 
the Sunday's River, He is spending his time happily gardening. A letter from him to the 
Kastern Province Herald recently, revealed he has lost none of his dislike for badly behaved 


spectators at cricket matches! 

TAPIWA MASWERA is working in Harare for a firm of Consultant Actuaries, and he is 
doing his Actuarial studies part-time. 

PETER WILKES has become Headmaster of Cheltenham, after having spent six years 
as Headmaster at Ryde School. 
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David, Bruno, Justin, Antonia and Judy Hunt, 1990. 


RONANDJILL REEVE-JOHNSON are still at Rugby. Ron had surgery on his back in 1990 
and hopes that that will go a long way to solving his back problems. Jill works almost full- 
time as Rugby’s extra-English specialist for foreign students. 

BETTY MCAULAY, who visited Southern Ireland with AUDREY SOUTAR, making he 
most of the superb summer weather in 1990, plans to return to Southern Africa in March 
1991. She is going to live in Johannesburg to be nearer her family and friends. 

DAVID HUNT is on an extended sabbatical from Haileybury, and has been teaching at the 
Doon School, Dehra Dun, in India. He has retired from Housemastering at Haileybury, but 
after a university course in France, and perhaps a visit to Southern Africa, he returns to 
Haileybury as the Registrar. : 

PAUL CANNON enteres his 9th year as Headmaster at St George’s Grammar School in 
Mowbray. 

PETER STEYN and his wife Jenny live in Newlands, and they were welcome visitors to the 
College last year. Peter has had yet another beautiful bird book published — ‘Hunters of 
the African Sky’ — and he continues to travel the world giving lectures and taking photo- 
graphs. 

PETER FORD is retired and living in Harare. He recently visited South Africa where he 
was able to look up old friends. 


DAVID STEVENS and his wife Wendy live in a lovely valley near Blandford Forum, U.K. 
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where he is Rector to four 12th Century parish Churches. 

ROY ASHBY (59) sold his shares in Matemba Fisheries at Chalala, Kariba, and did an 
intensive course in Harare and Dallas, Texas to obtain his commercial pilot’s licence and 
his instructor’s licence. He is now the proud owner of a six-seater aeroplane and plans to 
base his operations in Botswana, probably at brother NIGEL’s (63) flourishing Nata 
Lodge, now well-established as an obligatory stop for travellers to Maun and the Swamps. 

COLIN GALLOWAY still lives in Oxford and is now married to Carolyn and they have a 
small son. He also owns an old farm-house in France, to which they retreat whenever 
possible. 

MICHAEL PAYNE recently became Headmaster of Kingham Hill School in Oxfordshire. 
Until his new appointment he and his wife Nicola had been at St Edward’s School in 
Oxford. 

TWIK VAN WYK and his wife Jean still live in a cottage on Mike Mylne’s farm. Their 
daughter THELMA MYLNE enjoys being a farmer’s wife but she has returned to the 
College for three short spells of relief teaching. 
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Falcon College Old Boys Association 


Bull Names (Blocks Capitals) icc..j.c:cvostce eta elive See reartcheeeessvestioerteniik ee. 


Did besrats Wal Come reteset icc Mere vassrerceeyre tee ee. ee AE 


IMPORTANT: 


If you wish to receive a copy of the next Falcon magazine, please tear out this section 
with the relevant information and return to The Headmaster, Falcon College, 
P.O. Esigodini, Zimbabwe. 
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